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Khi thuyén tredng Roger Angmering xay nha vao nam 1782 trén hon dao
trong Vinh Leathercombe, nguoi ta nghi can nha &y bi€u hién tinh 14p di tot
dinh ctia 6ng. Mot nguoi con nha kha gia nhw 6ng dang 1€ phai ¢6 co’ ngoi
dwong hoang toa lac gitra dong ¢o rong, voi modt dong sudi chdy qua va bai
cd ngon lanh cho gia stc.

Nhwng 6ng thuyén tredng nay chi c6 mot tinh yéu vi dai, tinh yéu bién ca.
Vi thé” 6ng da xay ngo6i nha ciia minh - con la mot ngdi nha ki€n ¢4 vi can
phai nhw th€, trén mot mii da't nhd 10ng gié noi hai du thwong xuyén lui toi
- c4ch biét v&i dat 1vén moi khi thily triéu 1én.

Ong khong 14p gia dinh, bién ca 12 hon thé d4u tién va cudi ciing cta ong,
va khi 6ng qua doi ngdi nha va hon déo vé tay mot ngudi em ho xa. Ong
em ho d6 va dan con chau it nghi t&i viéc d€ lai mot chic thw. Dat dai cda
ho thu hep va nhirng ngwoi thira k&€ dan dan tré nén ngheéo kho hon.

Vao nidm 1922 khi cudi cuing thién ha bit dau d6 xd di tim bién vao dip
nghi he, khéng con nghi viing bo’ bién Devon va Cornwall qua néng birc
vao mua he nwra, Arthur Angmering nhin tha’y ng6i nha rong ménh mong
thi€u tién nghi xay vao cudi thoi vua George ciia minh khdng ban dworc,
nhwng khu da't nhé xiu ky quac do dai uy thuyén tredng Roger tau dwoce
dem lai mot gia tri 1on lao.

Ngo6i1 nha kién ¢& d6 dwoec xay thém va trang tri lai that dep. Mot con
dwong bang bétong bét dau dwore dép cao trén bai TAy ndi dat 1ién ra dao.
Nhiéu “161 tan bd” va “gdc riéng tw” dwore hinh thanh va xay deng quanh
ddo. C6 hai san quan vot, nhitng nén da't cao d& phoi ning dan xuéng mot
vinh nhd v&i nhitng bé gd va vdn nhao 1in ton thém vé dep ctia nd. Khich
san Hai Tic, Pdo Budn Lau, Vinh Leathercombe ra d¢i, han hoan dic
thing. Va tir thdng 6 t&i thadng 9 cling v&i mua Phuc sinh ngén ngti, khdch
san d6 thwong day ip khach dén tan ting thwong. N6 dwoc mé rong va
nang ca’p vao nam 1934, c6 thém mot quay bar, mot phong an 1én hon va
mot s& budng tdm phu. Gi4 ca ting Ién.



Nguoi ta hdi nhau:

“T¢1 Vinh Leathercombe chwa ha? O d6 o mot khach san hay cuc ky, trén
mot chd nhw 12 hon ddo. R4t tién nghi thodi mdi, chang ¢6 ngwdi dao choti
hay xe buyt tham quan dau. Ndu dn ngon va ti't ca déu tot dep. Ong nén t&i
do di.”

Va qua thit nguoi ta da toi.

C6 mdt nhan vt ra't quan trong lwu trd tai Khach san Hai Tac (hay it ra 6ng
Ay ty danh gid minh nhw vdy). Hercule Poirot ryc ré trong bo comlé bang
vai day mau tring, v&i cdi mii panama nghiéng nghiéng trén doi mat, hang
ria mép xodn lai that dep. Ong ndm dwa ngtra trén gh& bd kidu cai ti€h quan
sat bai tim. Mot ddy nén da't cao tir khach san din xudng d6. Trén bai bién
cOn ¢6 cic phao tAm, phao ndm, thuyén hoi va vai bat, nhitng qua béng va
@6 choi bang cao su. Cé mdt tAim véan nhiin dai va ba bé gd & nhirng
khoang cach khac nhau tw bor bién.

V€ phian nhirng nguoi tam bi€n, mot sd dang & dudi nwde, mot s& nam
dudi dai trén bai phoi nang, sd khéc thi dang boi diu 1€n ngwoi that ky
leong.

O trdng da't cao bén trén, nhitng ngwrdi khong xudng tim thi chon cich
ng'0i binh luin vé thoi ti€t, phong canh triedc mit, tin tkc trén bao budi
sang hay ba't cir @€ tai nao khac 16i cudn ho.

V€ phia bén trdi cia Poirot nhtrng cau n6i dong dai, diu dang don di€u
khong ngtrng tudn ra tr miéng ba Gardener, trong khi hai tay ba van thoin
thodt dan len, khién hai que dan ctr cham vao nhau kéu lach cach. o phia
bén kia 14 ch'ong ba, dng Odell C. Gardener nim trén ghé vong, cdi mil sup
xudng tan miii. Thinh thodng 6ng chi gép vai 1&i ngdn gon khi dwoc yéu
cau noi.

V'é phia bén phai ctia Poirot, c6 Emily Brewster, mot phu nit manh mé rin
rdi ¢6 mdi téc hoa ram va khuon mat dan day swong gié vui vé dé wa, dwa
ra mdt lovi binh luén cdc 16¢c. Nghe gan nhw ti€ng sia ngan, thit to va manh



mé ctia mot con cho chan ctru l1am gian doan ti€ng kéu dng ang khong ngdt
ctia mot con ch6 dong Pomerania.

Ba Gardener dang néi: “Va thé la tdi ndi v&i 6ng nha tdi, a, toi da néi la cac
chuyén tham quan déu ra't tot, va qua 1a téi thweong di tham quan sudt.
Chiing t6i da di kha nhiéu noi khip x{t Anh nay roi, nén bay gio toi chi
mudn d&€n mdt noi yén tinh & mién bién va chi d€ thw gian ma thoi. Em da
néi the’, ding khong Odell? Chi thw gian thoi. T6i cam tha’y minh phai thw
gian. Bung nhw the, phai vay khong Odell?”

Tw sau cai mil 6ng chong khé dap:
“Phai, em yéu a.”
Ba vo ti€p tuc theo dudi dé tai cia minh:

“Va thé& 1a khi t6i dé cip chuyén &y v&i 6ng Kelso & cong ty du lich Cook -
ong ay da thu x&p ca 10 trinh cho chung t6i, hét strc htru ich vE moi mat.
That tinh to1 chang biét chiing ti phai 1am gi n&u khong c6 6ng ay! - A,
nhw t61 n6i1 do, khi td1 dé cdp chuyén ay, ong Kelso néi tdt hon hét chung
t0i nén tdi ddy. Mot dia di€m dep nhu tranh vE, hoan toan cach biét, ma van
ra't tién nghi thoai mai va riéng tw. Ta't nhién 6ng nha t6i da xen vao ngay
vao hdi vé sinh thi thu xép ra sao? B&i vi néu dng chiu tin 101 toi, 6ng
Poirot a, mot cd em géi ciia dng Gardener c6 Tan ting toi tro & mot nha
khach ma ho bdo la ra't riéng biét gitra mot bai da't hoang, nhwng 6ng cé tin
khong, chealng c6 gi ngoai nha xi 18y da't pha 1€n phan. Vi th& 1€ ta't nhién
chuyén &'y khi€n 6ng nha t6i nghi ngo nhirng noii cach biét véi thé” gidi bén
ngoai, c6 phai vay khong Odell?”

“O'phai, em yéu a,” dng ch'ong dap.

“Nhung ong Kelso 1ap tirc cam doan vé&i ching téi mot Tan niva. Ong &y
bao chuyén vé sinh tuyét d6i khong can phai ban thém gi, va nd'u an that
Xui't sic. Toi chic chin the¢’ d6. Va diéu khién tdi rat thich 12 ding gior
ding gia’c, chic dng hifu tdi mudn ndi gi roi. La modt noi nhd bé nén ta't ca
chiing ta tro chuyén v&i nhau va ai ndy déu bi€t nhau. Nguwoi Anh néu cé
mot 10i thi d6 14 ho hoi xa cdch mot chiit xiu cho t&i khi dd quen nhau



chirng vai nim. Sau d6 ching ai c¢6 the ti t& hon ho. Ong Kelso bao nhitng
con nguwoi thd vi thweong hay toi ddy, va tdi thdy 6ng &y néi ding. Co cac
vi day, 6ng Poirot va c6 Darnley. Oi! Ding 12 ti da thich d&n chét di dwoc
khi kham phd ra céac vi la ai, ¢6 phai vay khong Odell?”

“Phai, em yéu a.”

“Ha!” ¢6 Brewster hung ho ngat ngang cau chuyén. “That rdn rang vui
swong qua, hir, 6ng Poirot?”

Poirot gio hai tay 1&€n ¢6 vé khong dong tinh. Nhwng d6 chi 1a mét ctr chi
lich sy khong hon khong kém.

Ba Gardener néi ti€p nhw mot dong nwdc dang lirng 1o troi:

“Xin hi€u cho, thwa 6ng Poirot, t6i tirng nghe Cornelia Robson k€ ra't nhiéu
chuyén veé 6ng d6. Thang 5 vira r'oi, v’ chdong t6i da t&i Badenhoi Va tat
nhién Cornelia da k& hét cho ching tdi nghe v€ vu Linnet Ridgeway bi giét
chét o Ai Cap. Ba &y bao 6ng thit tuyét voi, va lau nay tdi da mudn gap
ong hét strc, ¢6 phai vay khong, Odell?”

“Phai, em yéu a.”

“R6i1 sau d6 con c6 Darnley ntra. T6i mua ra't nhiéu d6 hi¢u Rose Mond, va
tat nhién c6 2y la Rose Mond, dung khong? C6 2y thi€t k& trang phuc qua
thong minh. Mot mét hang tuyét diéu qua ddi. Cdi dAm td6i midc dém hom
qua la cta c6 8y d6. Qua ding la mot phu nir dang yéu vé moi mat.”

Tw phia bén kia cd Brewster, thi€u td Barry niy gio’ vAn ngdi ddn cdp mit
d'c nh'6i vao nhirng ngwoi dang tam, 1am bam:

“C0 nang trong ngon lanh dao de!”
Ba Gardener khua que dan lach céch:

“T6i phai thi nhan mot diu thdi, dng Poirot a. Gap 6ng & day khién toi bi
di€ng nguwoi ki€u nao do - chang phai tdi khdng phan khich khi gap 6ng



dau, phan khich qud di cht. Ong nha t6i biét diéu &y. Nhung toi vira nghi
dén chuyén c6 the éng t&i ddy - 4, 1a @& hanh nghé. Ong biét t6i mudn néi
gi cht? A, t6i v&n cue ky nhay cam, nhw 6ng Gardener s& néi cho éng biét,
va qua toi chéng the chiu noi n€u phai dinh liu vao bat ct ki€u tdi 4c nao.
Xin 6ng hiéu cho.”

Chong ba ta ding hing r'o6i néi: “Xin 6ng hi€u cho, 6ng Poirot 2, ba nha tdi
nhay cdm lam.”

Hai tay tham tx Poirot gio’ thzamg 1én trovi that nhanh:

“Xin cam doan v&i ba, Madame, t6i t&i ddy cling y nhw ba vay thoi - d€ vui
hwdng - @€ nghi he thdi. Tham chi t6i chang hé nghi t&i t6i ac.”

C6 Brewster lai néi nhw tiéhg ché stia ngin coc cin: “Chflng cO cai X4c nao

trén Pao Bu6n Liu dau.”

“A!” Hercule Poirot néi. “Néi thé cling khong hoan toan ding.” Ong chi
tay xudng phia dudi. “Ba nhin ho dang nim dai ra d6 tirng hang di! Ho 1a
gi vdy ha? Khong phai dan 6ng hay dan ba. Chfmg c6 dac di€m ca nhan nao
ca. Ho chi la - nhirng than xdc.”

Thi¢u td Barry tdn thanh: “Mdt ddm ngé ngah trong ciing dwore mét d6, vai
ngwoi trong bon ho. Manh khanh, ¢6 1€ vay.”

“Phai d6,” Poirot kéu 1&n, “nhwng ¢ gi hap dan? C6 gi bi an? Toi gia ma't
r'oi, thudc treong phai cti xwa, h'di toi con tré ngwoi ta hi€m khi trong thay
mét c4 chan. Thodng thAy mdt cdi vy 16t x6p cling 1am minh mé mah xiét
bao! Mot bap chin ciing tron mém mai - mot dau goi - ghim nit vé:...”
“Hw d6n, he don!” thi€u ta Barry néi voi giong khan khan.

“P0 ta mac ngay nay g1 cam hon nhiéu,” c6 Brewster nhan xét.
y nay gc

“A phai d6, 6ng Poirot a. Bon con trai con gai doi nay s6ng tw nhién khoe
manh hon nhiéu. Ching chi n6 dua diy d6 voi nhau roi ching - a, ching



nd...” ba Gardener hoi @6 mat vi dau 6c ba von rat tinh t& - “ching chang
nghi gi vé chuyén 2y, 6ng hi€u y tdi chw?”

“T6i hiéu roi,” Poirot dap. “That dang trach!”

“Déng trach sao?” ba Gardener rit len.

“X6a bd hét tinh cam lang man - hét con bi an! Ngay nay moi thir déu bj
ti€u chuan héa.” Ong tham t& phay tay v€ phia nhitng hinh hai nam sap
nam ngtra. “C4i cdnh d6 nhic to6i nhé ra't nhidu téi Nha xdc & Paris.”
“Ong Poirot!” ba Gardener cam tha’y bj xtic pham.

“Nhirng céi xac - x€p trén nhirng phi€n day va rong - y hét thit & ctra hang
bén thit!”

“Ong Poirot 4, néi vy chzatng phai la qua ceong diéu sao?”

Hercule Poirot thira nhan: “C6 1€ thé’, ding vay.”

“Du sao di ntra,” ba Gardener dan len that hing, “t6i van c6 the dong ¥ vdi
ong vé mot diém. Nhitng cd gai dang nam dai phoi ndng nhw the kia s& bj
moc 16ng tay 16ng chan d6. T6i tirng bao Irene - con géi t6i, 6ng Poirot a, -
t6i bdo né n&u cit ndm dai phoi ning nhw the’, con s& moc 16ng khip minh
khip may, 16ng tay 16ng chan va 16ng nguc, khi 4y trong con s& nhu thé ndo
hé? Em da néi véi con bé, phéi vay khong Odell?”

“Phai, em yéu a,” ch'dng ba dap.

Moi nguwoi im ldng, ¢6 1€ dang muwong twong trong dau hinh anh cda Irene
khi tinh huéng xau nha't da xay ra.

Ba Gardener cudn d6 dan len lai roi néi: “Bay gid toi ty hoi..”
Ong ch'ong hoi: “Gi the’, em yéu?”

Ong gwong ding 1€n roi khoi cdi gh€ vong, cam 18y d'6 dan len va quyén
sach cua vo roi hoi:



“Cung udng v&i ching t6i mot ly nhé, cd6 Brewster?”

“Ngay bay gio thi khong dworc, cdm on 6ng.”

Hai vg ch'ong di tré 1€n khéch san.

Co Brewster néi: “Cac 6ng ch'ong ngwoi My that tuyét voi!”

Cha Stephen Lane ngdi vao chd ctia ba Gardener. D6 1a mot dng thiy tu
cao r4o sung sirc ngoai nim muoi. Khudn mit rdm ning va cdi quan dai
bang ni méng tanh mau xdm sim thich hop d& di nghi mét lai lam 6 ué&
thanh danh ctla mot ké tu hanh.

Ong néi that hing héi:

“Mién qué nay that ky di€u! Ta da di t Vinh Leathercombe d&n Harford
roi quay vé chd ganh d4.”

“Hom nay di bd 1am 4m ngudi 1dm d6,” thigu t4 Barry ndi, nhung dng ta
chang bao gio di bo.

“Rén luyén thin th&'1a rat t6t,” cd Brewster thém vao. “T6i van chwra chéo
thuy€n day. Muon tap co’ bung thi khong gi bang cheo thuyén dau.”

Cip mét Hercule Poirot sup xudng, hoi rau 1i liéc nhin chd trirong phinh
1€n chinh giwa bung.

b¢€'y thdy, cd Brewster noi that tw t&”

“Ong s€ so'm lam Ch6 ay xep xudn théi, ong Poirot a, né€u hang ngay cheo
y g
thu y\én ra bién.”

“Merci, Mademoiselle. Toi thi lai ghét cay ghét ding cdc loai thuyén be!”

“Ong mu6n néi d€n nhirng chi€c thuyén nho sao a?”

“Thuyén beé moi kich c&.” Ong nham mat lai va ring minh. “Bién dong thi
chang hé dé chiu.”



“Chda ban phic lanh cho cdi 6ng nay, hom nay séng yé€n bién ling ma
ong.”

Poirot dap lai v&i ni€ém tin virsng chac:

“That ra chang c¢6 chuyén bién ling dau. Lic nao, ldc nao cling chuyén
dong.”

“Né&u 6ng hoi t6i,” thi€u td Barry néi, “ctt mwoi ngwoi thi ¢6 téi chin nguoi
Yy
bi say song do.”

“Thé& ddy,” ong thay tu hoi nhé€ch mép mim cwoi, “la thiy thi lanh nghé
ma cling n6i thé” v, 6ng thi€u ta?”

“Chi bi say séng mdi mot Man, do 1a ldc o1 vweot Bi€én Manche! Dung nghi
toi say séng, d6 1a phwong cham cuia t6i.”

“Say song that sy 1a mot chirng ra't ky quac,” cd Brewster ¢6 vé dam chiéu.
“Vi sao ngudi nay méc ching Ay, con ké khéc lai khong ch? Chéng phai
1a qud ba't cong hay sao? Chéng lién quan gi t&i site khde thé chat ca. C6
ngwoi cwc ky 6m y&u lai 1a thay tha gidi. Tueng ¢6 ngwoi bao tdi chirng &y
lién quan gi day v&i cot song. R6i con ¢4 cdi kiéu ching chiu ndi do cao.
Chinh tdi ciing chju dyng khdng t8t 14m, nhung ba Redfern con té hon
nhiéu. Hom no & 161 di trén vach d4 dén Harford, ba 4y bong dung bi
chéng mit, d&n ndi phai vin vao tdi da’y. Ba k& tdi nghe ¢4 Tan tirng bj ket &
ntra chung dwong di xudng cau thang bén ngoai ndc Nha tho' Milan. Ba &y
leo 1€n thi chaamg h€ nghi ngoii gi, nhwng khi di xudng lai bi choang.”

“Thé& thi tot hon hét ba 2y khong nén leo céi thang xudng Viing Ti€n,” cha
Lane nhan xét.

C6 Brewster nhan mat. “Chinh t6i cling khi€p nwa 1a. Bon tré thi khdng sao
ca. Thing bé nha Cowan v&i cdu Mastermans cit leo 1én tréo xudng nhoay
nhody, ra cdi diéu thich thd 1&m.”

Ong thiay tu néi: “Ba Redfern vira tim xong 1én day kia kia.”



Co6 Brewster nhan xét:
“Ong Poirot phai tan dwong ba &'y ddy. Ba &'y tim bién khong hé bit ning.”

C6 Redfern tré trung da c&i cai mil cao su va dang giil téc. P6 1a mot phu
nit téc vang xam tro va 1an da trng tinh rat hop v&i mau téc. Chan tay ra't
tring tréo.

Thiéu ta Barry cwoi khénh khéch:

“Trong cO &y con tai tai mot ti, chwa nwdng chin nhw nhirng ngwoi khac
nhi?”

Redfern twr bai bi€n di 1én r'di leo cac bac thém ti€n vEé phia ho.

Khuon mét nghi€m trang ctia ¢6 that xinh dep, mdt ki€u xinh dep tro’ tro’ vo
vi, ban tay ban chan nho nhan xinh xan. Cé mim cwoi véi ho, buéng minh
ng'6i xudng bén canh, kin mit trong 1&’p 4o tam boc 18y nguoi.

Brewster néi: “Chj duwoc 6ng Poirot ddnh gid cao day. Ong &y chaalng thich
ddm nguoi da rdm ning. Bio ho gidng nhw nhitng sic thit trong hang thit,
hay nhirng tr mo ta vay da’y.”

Christine Redfern mim cwori bu'dn ba:

“T6i van wdc ao da minh c6 th€ dn ning thi t6t. Nhung né chfmg chiu doi
mau nau. Chi bj rop 1én vi bdng ning va cé nhitng v&t tan nhang kinh
khiing nha't khip c4 hai c4nh tay.”

“Con do hon 1a bi moc day 16ng nhw c6 bé Irene con géi ba Gardener,” c6
Brewster néi. R6i d4p lai cdi liéc nhin do hdi ctia thi€u phu xinh xén tring
tréo, c6 ndi ti€p: “Sang nay ba Gardener cwc ky phan khéi. Clr lu6n mom
ndi lién tu ba't tan. ‘Co6 phai vay khong Odell?’ Ong chdng lién dap, ‘Phai,
em yéu a.”” Co dirng lai mot 14t roi néi: “Tuy thé toi van wde ao, dng Poirot
a, 1€ ra dng nén tréu ba ta mot chiit. Sao 6ng khong lam thé? Sao khong bao
ba ta ring 6ng xudng diy d&€ diéu tra mot 4n mang ghé ron, va k& giy 4n la



mot tén sat nhan cudng loan, ma nha't dinh 1a mot trong s6 khach tro cta
khach san nay?”

Hercule Poirot thé dai. “T6i ra't ngai ba ay s€ tin 1o t61.”
Thi¢u ta Barry cudi kho khe khuc khic. “Chéc chin ba &y sé tin.”

Co Brewster né6i: “Khong dau. Chic ngay ca ba &y cling chang tin c6 4n
mang xay ra & day dau. Pay khong phai 1a noi ¢é the' tim ra mdt cai xac.”

Hoi nhiic nhich cya quiy trong cai gh€’, Poirot phan doi:

“Nhwng sao lai khong, thwa cd6? Sao lai khong ¢6 cai ma ¢6 goi la céi xac &
day trén Pao Budn Lau nay?”

Emily Brewster d4p: “Khong biét nira. T6i cho rang mdt s§ noi it c6 kha
nang xay ra &n mang hon nhtrng noi khac. bay khong phai la noi ki€u
dé...” Bot nhién cd ngung lai, thd’y khé long giai thich diéu minh muén
noi.

“Noi nay that 1ang man, ding vay,” Poirot dong y. “That binh an. Mat troi
chiéu sang. Bién xanh. Nhung c6 quén roi, cd Brewster 2, tdi 4c c6 & khip

moi noi dwdi anh mat woi.”

Ong thiy tu cwa qudy trong cdi ghé bd ciia minh. Ong chdm nguoi téi
triege. Poi mét xanh lo sdng ruc 1én.

Co Brewster nhiin vai. “Oi, di nhién t6i bi€t diéu &y chir, nhwng du sao di
nwa...”

“Nhwng du sao di nira noi ddy d61 véi c6 hinh nhw van khong ¢6 kha nang
1a b6i canh xdy ra mot 4n mang a? C6 quén mat mot diéu, thwa c6.”

“Ban tinh con ngwoi phai khéng 6ng?”

“Piing vay d6. Van luon nhw vay. Nhweng khong phai 1a diéu tdi vira m&i
n6i. Toi vira chi cho ¢6 r6 & ddy moi ngwoi déu dang di nghi mat.”



Co6 Brewster quay khuén mat bdi rdi sang nhin Poirot: “T6i khong hi€u.”
Poirot twoi ciedri nhin ¢d. Ong nhip nhip ngén trd vao khong trung.

“Gid st ¢ c6 mot ké thit. N&u ¢6 ¢&' tim cho ra hén & cén ho ctia hin, & s&
lam, & ngoai dwong phd, eh bien, c6 phai ¢6 mot 1y do - cd phai gidi thich
hanh vi cia minh. Nhung & day trén bo’ bi€n chflng ai can phai gidi thich vé
hanh vi cia minh. C6 t&i Vinh Leathercombe, sao hd? Parbleu! Bay gio la
thang 8 - nguwoi ta thwong ra bién vao thang 8 - di nghi he¢. Hoan toan 1a 18
dwong nhién chuyén cd va cha Lane t&i ddy, chuyén thi€u ta Barry va ¢
Redfern cuing ch'ong t&i ddy. Boi vi di nghi mat vao thang 8 1a tdp quan &
Xt Anh nay.”

“A.” Brewster cong nhan, chic chin da’y 12 mét y kién rat tinh t&. “Nhung
con 6ng ba Gardener thi sao? Ho 1a nguoi My co’ ma.”

Tham t& mim cwoi. “Chinh ba Gardener ciing néi v&i ching ta ba cam tha’y
¢6 nhu cau dwore the gian. Hon niva ba dang tham quan x&r Anh, nén nha't
thi€t phai trai qua nira thang ngoai bo’ bieén méi ding 1a mét du khach sanh
diéu, chir khong lam diéu gi khac. Ba &y thich quan sat moi ngwoi.”

Christine Redfern khé héi: “Chéc 6ng ciing thich quan sdt moi ngudi chi¥?”
“Thuwa ba, t6i xin thd nhan diéu d6. T6i thich chi.”
C6 n6i vé tram ngam: “Ong thad’y - khd nhiéu day.”

C6 mot khoanh khic tam dirng. Cha Lane dang hing r'6i ndi, hoi ngwong
ngung mot chut.

“Ta quan tdm d&n diéu 6ng vira néi lic nay, dng Poirot a. Ong bao tdi dc
hoanh hanh khip noi dudi 4nh mit tréi. DAy ¢6 vé nhw 1a mot cau trich din
tir Sdch Truyén Dao.” Cha tam dirng r'di sau do tu trich dan: “Phai, trong
tim con cdi ctia con ngwoi cling day riy cai ac, va sy dién cu'dng & trong
tim ho trong khi ho so'ng.” Mét 6ng ryc 1én mdt thit 4nh sdng gan nhu
cudng tin. “Ta ra't vui khi nghe 6ng néi ciu &y. Poi nay chealng ai tin c6 cai
4c ca. Cung 1dm dwoc xem don gian chi 12 phd dinh cla céi thién. Nguoi ta



bao cdi 4c dwoc thye thi béi nhitng k& chang biét diéu gi tdt hon - nhitng
ké cham phat trién - nhirng ké dang thwong hon 1a dang trach. Nhung 6ng
Poirot nay, cai 4c c6 that day. by 1a mot thue t€. Ta tin ¢6 céi 4c cling nhw
ta tin c6 cdi thién. N6 ton tai! N6 ¢6 quyén lyc 1on lao! N6 bude di khﬁp
trén qua da't nay!”

Ong thiay tu ding lai, hoi thé g&p gap mot chiit. Ong 147y khin tay lau trdn
va chot ¢6 vé an han.

“Tardt ti€c vi da qua sa da.”
Poirot néi that diém tinh: “T6i hi€u y ctia dng. To6i dong y voi Ong vE mot
di€m. Qua 14 cdi 4c van budc di khdp trén trdi da't va ta c¢6 th€ nhan biét

diéu do.”

Thi¢u t4 Barry ddng hing. “Ban vé chuyén kiéu &Yy thi, maYy thing cha tu
hanh kh& hanh & An Po...”

Thiéu ta Barry & Khach san Hai Téac da da lau d€ moi ngwoi canh gidc dé
phong cdi khuynh hwéng sa vao nhitng ciu chuyén An Do dai 1é thé chan

ngat ctia dng ta. Ca c6 Brewster 1an Christine déu dot nhién ciing cat tiéng.

“Bay gio’ ch'dng ¢6 dang xudng boi, phai khong cd Redfern? Ki€u boi sai
ctia Ong Ay that cw khoi. Ong &y boi gidi kinh khdng.”

Cung ldc d6 Redfern néi: “Oi, xem kia! Chi€c thuyén nhd c6 nhitng canh
budm dd & ngoai kia dep qua! La thuyén ctia 6ng Blatt, phai khong?”

Chié&c thuyén budm doé ding la dang bang qua cudi vinh.

Thi&u ta Barry 14m bam: “Y twdng that ky khoi, nhitng cdnh budm mau
do.”

Nhwng moi ngwoi da thoat khoi cau chuyén phién ha vé nhirng nha tu kho
hanh ctia 6ng ta.



Hercule Poirot nhin ngwdi dan dng tré vira boi vao bo, tAm tic khen tham.
Patrick Redfern 12 mot mau ngwoi that tuyét. Thanh manh, nedc da mau
d'dng thau, doi vai rong va hai bip dui sin chéc, anh ta c6 cdi ki€u vui vé
khoan khoi dé hoa d'dng - tinh h'6n nhién bam sinh ma ta't cd dan ba va
hau hét dan 6ng déu quy mén.

Anh ta dieng d6 gili nwdre trén nguoi roi gio’ tay vui vé goi vor. CO vor vira
vay tay ddp lai vira cat ti€ng: “Dén day di, Pat!”

“Anh dén ngay.”

Anh ta di mot quing ngéin doc theo bai biéh d&€' 14’y cdi khan tim da d€ lai
do.
Ngay lic &y mot phu ntt tir khdch san di xudng bai bién ngang qua chd ho.

Chuyén c6 ta t&i chd d6 c6 tAm quan trong ¢ nhwr mot dién vién budce ra
san khau.

Hon ntra ¢6 ta buwde di nhw the' biét ro diéu d6. Chang hé c6 vé ngwong
ngung gi ca. Dwong nhw ¢d ta dd qua quen thudc véi hiéu qua bat bi€én do
sr ¢O mat cua minh.

D4ng ngudi cao rdo manh mai, ¢d ta mic chiéc 4o tim mot manh hé lung
mau trang va ting li ting tf trén than th€ 16 ra ngoai déu nhudm mot chuit
mau d0ng thau tuyét dep. Hoan hao nhw mot birc tweong. Mdi téc mau nau
dé rye Itva udn quan dp that sat vao cdi co' ra't dep. Nét mat hoi nghiém nghi
thwong thd’y khi ba mwoi nam da dén r'éi di, nhung toan bo tic dong cia cod
ta 12 tdc dong clia tudi tré - ciia sitc sdng chién thang that manh liét. Khudn
mit 4y ba't dong ki€u Trung Hoa va ddi méit xanh sim x&ch 1én. Trén d4u
d6i mot cdi nén Trung Hoa bang bia cirng mau xanh ngoc thach that ky
quéi.

Co6 ta ¢6 di€m gi d6 khi€n moi phu nir khac trén bai bién dwong nhw déu lu
mo di va chang ¢6 nghia 1y gi. Cling khong thé€ nao tranh khéi diéu d6, moi
cdp mét dan ong hién dién déu bi hut dinh vao co ta.



Hercule Poirot m¢ to cap mit, hang ria mép rung rinh tAm tic khen tham.
Thi€u ta Barry ngoi thang day, cdp méit c nh'6i thim chi con 1'i ra nhiéu
hon vi qué phan khich. Bén tréi Poirot, cha Stephen Lane hit vao mot hoi
voi mot tiéng rit khe khé, con toan than thi cr cieng do’ ra.

Thi€u ta Barry thi thao, giong khan khan:
“Arlena Stuart — 1a tén cd ta triedre khi 18’y Marshall. Téi ting xem co ta
trong v& Pén va Di trede khi ¢o ta roi bd san khau. Cling ¢6 cdi dang d€

ngim nhin dé, hir?”

Christine Redfern n6i that cham rai, giong lanh lung: “Co ta trong cling
dwoc mét - vang. Toi nghi - trong c6 ta nhir mdt con thd thi ding hon!”

Emily Brewster néi coc 16¢: “Lic ndy Ong vira ban vé cdi ac, thwa 6ng
Poirot. Gior ddy trong tadm tri tdi ngwoi dan ba nay chinh 1a hién than cida cai
ac! Co ta la mdt & dé tién sudt toe dau dén cudi. Toi tinh cor dwore biét rat
nhi€u chuyén veé co0 ta.”

Thi€u ta Barry h'6i twdng:

“T6i con nhd mdt & & bén Simla. Téc a cling mau dd. Vo ctia mdt trung dy
hédi quan. C6 lam cho noi &y xao xdo hay khong w? Xin thwa 1a c6 a. Pan
Ong phat dién 1én vi 4. TAt nhién h€t thay dan ba déu mudn moéc mat 4 ra!

A da pha nat hon mot gia dinh r'o1 d6.”

Ong ta cwoi khuc khac khi nho lai.

“Chdng 4 12 mot thing cha tram ling that tuyét. Sling bai ca mit da't dudi
buwde chan 4. Chang bao gio’ thd'y cdi gi - hay vor khdng thay.”

Cha Lane néi v&i giong tram tram day cam xuic manh hét:
“Phu ntr nhw thé"1a mét mdi de doa - de doa doi voi...

Ong dirng lai.



Arlena Stuart da ra t&i mép nwdc. Hai cdu trai choai nhdy dwng 1én r'6i ham
ho tién téi. Co ding lai mim cwoi voi ho.

Mt c6 lwdt nhanh ngang qua ho t&i chd Patrick Redfern dang di doc theo
bai bién.

Hercule Poirot nghi nhw the 6ng dang theo doi cay kim la ban. Patrick
Redfern di chéch dwong, doi chan anh ta d6i hwong. Kim la ban di mu6n
hay khong cling phai tudn theo quy luat cla ti treong va xoay vé huwdong
bic. Hai chan Patrick Redfern dwa anh ta d&n véi Arlena Stuart.

C6 dlrng d6 mim cwoi voi anh ta. R6i ¢6 chdm cham di chuyén doc theo
bai bién sdt bén nhitng ngon séng. Anh ta di ciing v&i cd. Co nam dudi dai
ra canh mot tdng d4. Patrick budng minh ndm xudng chd day dd cudi & bén
canh.

Christine Redfern 14p tirc dirng ddy va di vao khach san.

C6 mdt thoang im lang khong thodi mai sau khi ¢6 ta bo di.

R6i Emily Brewster néi: “Hoi qué t& day. Co &'y nhd bé, dé thwong. Ho chi
mai 18y nhau ching mot hai nam thoi.”

“C4i & toi vira nhic d&n,” thi€u td Barry néi, “& Simla 4y. A da 1am d6 vor
mdt cdp vo chong that sy hanh phic. Cé vé dang thwong, nhi?”

Brewster néi: “Cé mot hang dan ba thich pha nat gia dinh nguwoi ta.” Chuwng
mot vai phut sau cd noi thém, “Patrick Redfern 1a d6 ngu ngbc!”

Hercule Poirot khong néi gi. Ong dang chim chii nhin xuéng bai bién.
Nhwng khong phai nhin Patrick va Arlena.

Co6 Brewster lai n6i: “A, t6i nén di cheo chi€c thuyén thi hon.”

C6 roi khdi ho. Thigu td xoay cip mét nhuw hai trdi 1y gai nAu chin ngé
Poirot c¢6 vé hoi tO mo:



“Nay Poirot, 6ng dang nghi gi vay? Ong chra mé miéng. Nghi gi vé 4 my
nhan ngw 4y? Cling néng bong da’y chir nhi?”

Poirot tra loi: “C’est possible.”

“A ra th&, 6ng ban gia. Toi biét ngay 6ng 12 ngwdi Phap ma.”
Poirot lanh lung ddp lai: “T6i khong phai ngwoi Phap!”

“A, dirng ndi v&i tdi Ong chang hé d€ mat dén gai dep nhé! Ong nghi gi vé
cd &, hi?”

“Co6 ta khdng con tré nwra.”

“Piéu &y ¢6 quan trong gi dau chir? Pan ba tré hay gia la tuy & vé bé
ngoai. Dang ¢6 a ciing dwoc d6 chir.”

Poirot gat dau noi: “Phai, c¢6 ta xinh dep that. Nhung r6t cude sic dep
khong phai 1a diéu dang quan tim. Khong phai sic dep da khién moi cdi
dAu — ngoai trir mot cdi — déu xoay ra bai bién d€ ngdm nhin ¢b ta dau.”

“Chinh th€’, 6ng ban a. Chinh 1a di€u &y.” Thi€u t4 néi, ro1 dot nhi€n td mo
héi, “Ong dang nhin cdi gi qua chdm chi vay?”

Poirot dap: “T6i dang nhin treong hop ngoai 1€. Ngwoi dan 6ng duy nhat
khong ngwde nhin 1€n khi ¢6 ta di ngang qua.”

Thi€u ta Barry nhin theo d&nh mét ddm dim cda Poirot dwng lai noi mot
ngudi dan 6ng chirng bdn muoi tudi, téc vang hoe va da rdim ning. Khuon
mit tram tinh dé wa, 6ng ta dang ng'6i trén bai bién vira hit 6ng digu vira
doc bao The Times.

“A ra the’. D6 1a dng chdng, 6ng ban a, 12 Marshall d6.”

“Phai, toi bi€t roi,” Hercule Poirot dap.

Thiéu t4 Barry cweoi khuc khic. La dan 6ng ddc than, Ong ta vin quen nghi
Nguoi Chong ¢6 ba nghia - 1a “ky da can mii”, “ké gy phién phirc” hay



“gd bdo v&”.

“Cé6 vé 1a mot thiang cha ti t& d6,” 6ng ta nhan xét. That tram ling. Toi tu
héi phéi chang thoi co cia toi da tai?”

Thi€u ta Barry ding ddy va di 1én vEé phia khach san.

Cdi li€c nhin cta Poirot cham chdm chuyén sang khuoén mat cha Lane. Vi
cha x& dang cham chu theo d6i Arlena Marshall va Patrick Redfern. Chot
A . Al S, A 2 A s s 2 A <
ong quay sang Poirot. Trong doi mdt 6ng c6 mot thir anh sang nghiém khdc
cuong tin.

“Nguwdi dan ba &y 12 cdi dc sudt ti dau dé&n cudi. Ong c6 nghi ngd diéu d6
khong?” cha Lane noi.

Poirot ddp that cham rai: ““That khoé long bi€t chic a.”

“Nhung l1a ngeoi con sdng, dng khong cam tha’y né trong khong trung hay
sao? Khip xung quanh 6ng. Sy hién hitu ctia C4i Ac.”

Poirot cham cham gat dau.
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Khi Rosamund Darnley t&i ng'6i bén canh, Hercule Poirot khong hé cé y
che gidu niém vui ciia minh.

Nhw van thira nhan tir 1u, khong phdi ba't ¢ phu ni¥ ndo 6ng teng gip
cling dwoc 6ng ngwdng md nhe Rosamund Darnley. Ong thich vé ddc ddo
cta c6, nhirng dwong nét duyén dang cda than hinh, ddng cao ngao cla cai
dau. Ong thich nhitng nép téc den muwot ma, nu cwdi mia mai cham biém
cua co.

C6 dang mic bo vdy 4o bing mot thir chat liéu mau xanh nwdce biéh nao d6
c6 nhitng hoa tiét mau trang. Trong ra't don gidn nho dwdng nét mdc mac
ma dét tién. Cong ty trach nhiém hitu han Rose Mond ctia ¢d 13 mdt trong
nhirng no'i may y phuc phu ntr ndi ti€ng nha't London.

“T6i nghi minh chang thich noi nay,” ¢ néi. “T6i dang tw hdi vi sao lai d€n
day co chr?”

“CoO da twng toi day roi hay sao?”

“Vang, cdch day hai nim vao dip 1€ Phuc sinh. Liic 4y khong qué dong
ngwoi?”

Poirot nhin c6 ndéi that diu dang: “Chuyén gi d6 da xay ra, lam phién co.
Ping nhw vay, phai khong?”

Co6 git dau. Hai ban chan dong dwa t&i lui. C6 ddm dam nhin xudng chan.
“T61 da gdp mot bong ma. La the”do,” ¢d noi.

“Mot bong ma sao, Mademoiselle?”

“Vang.”

“Béng ma cua cdi gi? Hay la cia ai?”



“Oi, béng ma caa chinh t6i.”
“C6 phéi d6 1a mot bong ma dau kho?”” Poirot khé hai.

“Pau khd ching thé ngd. N6 dua t6i quay trd lai...” Co dung lai, traim
ngadm mot 14t r'oi ndi, “Thi hinh dung thei tho 8u cua t6i di! Khong, khong
thé nao! Ong dau phai la ngwoi Anh!”

Poirot hédi: “Phai ching d6 1a mot thoi tho 4u dién hinh cia ngwoi Anh?”

“Oi, that kho tin, nhwng ding thé” d6! Mién qué - ngdi nha 1én t6i tan - 1
ché va bay ngua - di b dwdi mura - cii lira - tdo trong vweon - thi€u tién -
@0 cii bing vai len - vay 40 mic hoai mic méi vao budi tdi hét nim nay
thang no - vieorn hoa bi 1ang quén -nhirng déa hoa cic tdy né rd nhw nhirng
1a cor cue ky to 1n vé mua thu...”

“Va ¢6 mudn quay tr¢ lai sao?” Poirot hoi that diu dang.

Rosamund Darnley 1ic dau. “Chéng thé nao quay tré lai, ding khong? Préu
dy - khdng bao gior. Nhwng han tdi dd mudn di trén - mot con dwong khac.”

“T6i thic mic d6.”
Rosamund bét cwoi. “T6i cling thé’, that d6!”

“H61i toi con tré, va h'oi do, thwa cd, qua that cach day da lau, c6 mot tro
choi goi 1a Néu khong la chinh minh thi ban sé la ai? Ngwoi ta viét cau tra
101 vao cudn album ciia cic quy c6. Bia vién vang va déng biang da thudc
mau xanh lam. Tra lo’i ra sao a? Thwa c6, tim ra ciu d6 that sy ch:flng dé
dang 14m dau.”

“Pung, chic chealng dé dang gi. That qua Iféu linh. Nguoi ta chéng mudn
nhan minh 1a Mussolini hay cdng chida Elizabeth. V€& phan ban bé cia minh
thi da bi€t qua ro rang r'6i. Con nh&, c6 Tan t6i tirng gap mot 6ng ch'dong
that hap dan di ciing v¢'. Ho d61 xt¢ v&i nhau cwc hoa nha vui vé, nhr van
lu6n hoa thuén nhw th& sau nhiéu nam chung s6ng, khién tdi ganh ti v&i
ngudi phu nit &y. Han t0i da bing 1ong ddi chd vdi ba ta. VEé sau ¢6 ngudi



cho t6i biét khi & chd riéng tw thi ho chéng h€é ndi v&i nhau sudt mwoi mot
nam!” C6 bat cwoi. “Thé mdi thd’y ta chang bao gior bi€t hét dworc, phai
khong ong?”

Mot lic kh4 1au sau Poirot m&i néi: “Lim nguwdi phai ganh ti v&i ¢d d6,
Mademoiselle.”

Rosamund dép lai lanh nhat: “A vang. TAt nhién.” C6 ngdm nghi, d6i moi
cong 1én thanh mdt nu cwoi mai mia. “Vang, qua that t6i 12 ki€u mau hoan
hdo ctia mot phu nir thanh dat! That sy ra't thich thiét k& thoi trang, toi vui
siedng vi dwgre dap tmg ca vé nghé thudt 14n ti chinh, vira 12 mot nghé si
sang tao thanh cong vira 1a modt nir doanh nhan thanh dat. T6i sOng ra't
phong Iwu sung tirc, ngoai hinh ciing dworc, khudn mit dé cdm va miéng
leoi khong qua hieém doc.”

Co6 tam dwng, nu cwoi nd rong ra.

“Di nhién la - khong c6 chong! Toi da tha't bai vé mét Ay, phai khong 6ng
Poirot?”

“Thwa ¢6,” vi tham t& dap lai that lich thiép, “s& di cd chwa 14p gia dinh la
vi canh dan 6ng ching t6i khdng ai ¢4 du tai an néi. Do chon cudc s6ng doc
than chir khong phai bi nhw thé".”

“Tuy th& cling nhw tA't ca dan ong, tdi chic chidn 6ng van dinh ninh chang
phu nr nao hai long n€u khong 18y dwoc ch'dong va c6 con.”

Poirot nhtin vai. “L&y chdng va c6 con, d6 1a s6" phan binh thwong cta phu
ntt. Tram phu n* m&i ¢6 mot - con hon vdy nira, ngan ngwoi méi c6 mot
ngwoi ¢ th€ tao dwng cho minh danh vong va dia vi nhw ¢d ma th6i.”

Rosamund toét miéng cwdi v&i ong. “Tuy the, rot cude tdi ching 1a gi ca,
chi 12 mot co gdi gia kho'n khd! DAu sao d6 cling 1a diéu tdi cam thd’y hom
nay. T6i s€ hanh phic hon v&i hai d6ng xu mot ndm, mét dng chdng to
con, vii phu, it néi, va mdt bay con nheo nhéc sau lwng. Ping nhw the, phai
khong a?”



Poirot nhun vai. “C6 da n6i thé€” thi dung nhw vy, thwra co.”

Rosamund bat cwoi, dot nhién trd lai vo tw, diém tinh. C6 rit mot di€u
thud’c ra dot 1én.

“R0 1a 6ng biét cach cw xtr voi phu nir, 6ng Poirot a. Gio day t6i tha'y thich
quan di€m trai ngwore va tranh ludn v&i 6ng d€' dng hd cho sy nghiép cua
phu nix. Di nhién t6i van sdng cuc ky sung tiec - va tdi bi€t diéu &'y chir!”

“Vay thi moi thir trong viron hoa - hay phai néi la trén bo bi€n nay déu dep
dé dang yéu ca, thwa c6.”

“Hoan toan dung.”

T&i lwgt minh, Poirot ciing 16i ra hop thu6c 14 va d6t mét di€u nhd xiu, thir
thudc 14 dng rat thich hit. Nhin ddm khéi boc 1én mi mit bang con mat ky
qudc, 6ng 1am bam:

“Nhuw vay Ong - a khong, dai dy Marshall 1a ban cii cua cd, phai khong
Mademoiselle?”

Ngoi théng day, Rosamund hai lai:
“Nay, lam thé¢ nao 6ng bi€t dugc? Oi, chéic 1a Ken di néi véi ong.”

Poirot lac dau. “Khdng ai néi v&i toi gi ca. Du sao thi toi cling 13 tham tik,
thwa cO. D6 1a két luin hi€n nhién c6 thé rat ra.”

“T6i khong hiu.”

“Ctr nghi ky di!” Hai ban tay cia ngwoi dan 6ng nho thé vung vay nhw tr6
tai hung bién. “C6 ¢ day da mot tuan r'oi. That hoat bat vui vé, ch?ing co
mdi ban tAm nao. Hom nay bdng dung ¢d ndéi t¢i mot béng ma, vé thoi xwa
cii. Chuyén gi da xay ra? R4t nhiéu ngay qua ching c¢6 khach nao méi tdi,
cho d&n dém hém qua khi dai iy Marshall cung v¢ va con géi t&i ddy. Hom
nay c6 thay doi! Ro6 rang 1a vay!”



“A, cling ding. Kenneth va tdi it nhiéu vin & bén nhau lic con bé. Gia dinh
Marshall & st vdch nha ching t6i. Ken van ludn doi xi ti t& vdi tdi - mic
du ra vé ké ca, di nhién thé vi anh &y 1&'n hon t6i ban tudi. Tw 1au t6i chwa
hé gap lai va bi€t gi vé anh &y ca. Chac han - chi it cling mwoi 1am nam
roi?”

Poirot n6i ve tram ngam. “Lau that.”

Rosamund gat dau. Cé mét khoanh khac tam dwng, r'6i Hercule Poirot hoi:
“Ong Ay la ngwoi biét cam théng, ding vay chi?”

Rosamund ddp lai that s6i noi:“Ken la ngwoi dang mén. Mot trong s6
nhirng nguroi to't nha't. Cyc ky it néi va kin ddo. Phai néi anh &y chi ¢c6 mét
sai [am la hay vwedng dinh vao nhirng cudc hon nhan ba't hanh.”

Poirot thd't 1én v&i mot giong hét stirc tha'u hi€u: “A..”

Rosamund Darnley néi ti€p:“Kenneth rd't ngdc - cuc ky ngdc nghéch trong
nhirng chuyén lién quan d&n phuy ntt. Ong con nhé vu 4n Martingdale ch?”

Poirot nhiu may. “Martingdale? Martingdale sao? Thach tin, khong phai vay
ch?”

“Véang. Cach day chirng muroi bdy hay mwei tim nam. Ngwoi dan ba bi xi
to1 gi€t chong.”

“Va dd c6 bang ching 6ng ta ty in thach tin nén ba vor dwoc phéng thich,
ding khong?”

“Piing thé. A, sau khi dwoc phéng thich, Ken di cudi ¢ ta. D6 1a kidu
cich cuc ky kho dai anh &y thwong méc phai.”

Poirot 1am bam: “Nhwng ngwoi phu nir 8y ¢6 vo toi hay khéng?”

Rosamund Darnley dép vé néng nay: “Oi, t6i ddm ndi 12 c6 ta vo toi. Chflng
ai that sy bi€t dwoe! Nhung trén dovi ¢6 vo khoi dan ba d€ két hon, viéc gi



lai di chéch dwong va cwdi mot nguoi ting ra tredc vanh mong ngwa vi toi
gi€t ngwoi chr?”

Poirot khong néi gi. C6 1€ 6ng biét néu ¢ gitr im lang thi Rosamund s€ néi
ti€p. Pung nhu vay.

“Di nhién anh &y con ra't tré, lic d6 chi m&i hai mwoi mét thdi. Anh &Yy si
mé co ta. Co ta chét khi Linda ra doi - mOt nam sau khi ho két hon. Toi tin
la Ken dau long kinh khing vi cdi chét ctia vgr. Sau d6 anh &y an choi trac
tang ra’t ghé - chic 1a c& quén di.”

Co dwng lai mét lat.

“R6i xay dén vu viéc cia Arlena Stuart. Lic 8y c6 ta dang & Revue. D6 la
vu an ly hon cia vor chong Codrington. Phu nhan Codrington khi ly di v&i
chong da néu tén Arlena Stuart tredrc toa. Nguwoi ta khdo nhau 1a ngai
Codrington qua that say mé c6 nay. Ngwoi ta hi€u ngam hin ho phai két
hoén ngay khi quyét dinh cua toa cé hi€u lyc. Nhwng khi tdéa phan cho ly
hon, dng Ay lai khdng chiu cudi cd ta. Bd ludn. T6i tin chic co ta da kién
Ong A’y vi khong gitr diing 1o hita. DAu sao vu viéc cling gy ndo dong ra‘'t
ghé vao thoi ky &y. Chuyén xay ra k& ti€p 1la Ken di cwdi ¢6 ta. That ngdc -
cuc ky ng6c nghéch!”

Poirot n6i nhd: ‘Dan 6ng c6 th€ dwore tha thir vi diéu dai dot nhw vay - ¢6 ta
xinh dep, thwa c¢6.”

“Véng, diéu &%y thi c6 ai nghi ngo’ dau. Cach day d6 ba nam lai c6 mot vu
tai ti€ng khéac. Ngai Roger Erskine gia nua da de’lai cho c6 ta ta't cd ti€n
bac. Ctt twdng diéu 4y da khien Ken sang mét ra roi chix.”

“Va khong phai vay sao?”

Rosamund nhiin vai. “T6i da néi voi Ong t6i chwa ting gap hay dwoc biét
ba't cr diéu gi vEé anh &'y nhiéu ndm r'6i cor ma. C6 diéu nguoi ta bdo anh
A’y hét stre than nhién xem nhw chang c6 chuyén gi ca. T6i mudn biét sao
lai nhw thé€”. Phai chang anh &y ¢6 mdt ni€m tin tuyét d6i mu quang d6i voi
coO ta?”



“C6 the€ c6 nhurng 1y do khac.”

“Vang. Vi kiéu hanh! Chealng h€ nao ning! To61 khong bi€t thit ra anh 8y
cam thady thé nao veé co ta. Chang ai bi€t dworc.”

“Con c0 ta thi sao? Cam tha’y thé nao vé ong ay?”

Rosamund ngé 6ng lom lom. “C6 ta 4?7 La mot ké dao méd vang s& mét the’
gidi. Con dn thit nguoi ntra d6! Néu ¢6 ba't cir ké mic quéan dai nao ngoai
hinh dé wa d&n c4ch co ta trong vong mdt trim thwdre, thi d6 12 mot mén @6
giai tri m&i d6i voi Arlena! Co ta la loai ngwoi nhu theé d6.”

Poirot cham cham git dau té ra hoan toan dong y.

“Phai. Diéu c6 nd6i ra't ding... Mit ¢d ta chi tim ki€m mdi mot thir - dan
ong.”

“Bay gior co ta dang d€ mét d&n Patrick Redfern. Anh ta trong ciing banh -
la loai ngwoi don gian thi ddng hon - 6ng biét roéi do, ra't yéu vo, chealng
phai la loai hay tan tinh. Ki€u dan 6ng &’y 1a reoru ngon, thit béo ddi voi
Arlena. T6i thich c6 Redfern bé nhéd - ¢6 &y trong tuyét dep v&i vé xanh
xao nho't nhat - nhung chic co &y chaalng c6 co chong lai dwore con hd dn
thit ngwoi 8y - Arlena.”

“Puing la khdng r'éi, nhw cd néi d6.” Poirot ¢6 vé lo au.

Rosamund néi: “Tai tin Christine Redfern 1a gido vién. Co &'y 1a miu nguoi
ldc nao cling nght tri tu€ luén c6 wu thé trong moi van dé. The nao c6 Ay
cuing s€ bi soc cho xem.”

Poirot 14c dau buec tirc.

Rosamund dirng day. “That la dang xau ho, 6ng a.” Co néi thém khodng 16 y
tir thé nao. “Phai ¢6 ai lam gi d6 di chi.”

Trong phong ngt Linda Marshall dang binh than sam soi khuén mat ctia
minh trong gwong. N6 rat ghét khuén mét minh. Dwong nhw v&i né trong



gidy phit nay geong mat dé toan la xwong xau, tan nhang. N6 phat chan
khi nhin d&€n mai téc mém mai mau nau nhw bui rim day dic ma né tham
goi la 16ng chuot, doi mét mau xam hoi xanh luc, hai g0 ma cao va cai cim
dai hung han. Miéng va ham ring c6 1€ khong dén ndi qud té - nhung ro't
cudc ring cé la cdi gi chit? Va phai chang ¢c6 mot ndt ru6i & canh miii
day?”

C6 bé théd phao nhe nhdm khi xac dinh d6 khdng phai 1a nd't rudi, nghi
tham:

“Muoi sdu tudi that khi€p - ding 1a kinh khi€p!”

Nhiéu khi ngwoi ta khong biét minh dang & dau. Linda vung vé nhw mot
con ngya non va day gai géc nhw moét con nhim. Lic nao cling ¢6 y thirc vé
st vung vEé cua minh va chuyén né chealng la cdi gi ca. O treong hoc cling
khong qué t&. Nhung bay gior ¢o bé da bd hoc. Dwdng nhw ching ai biét rd
ti€p theo nod s€ 1am gi. Cha né néi map mo vé chuyén giri n6 dén Paris mua
doéng nam t&i. CO bé khong mudn di Paris ma cling chfmg thich & nha. Cho
dén lic nay khong hi€u sao né lai chwa bao gio’ nhan ra mét cach chinh xac
minh cam ghét Arlena bi€t bao.

Khudn mit non tré ctia Linda tré nén cing thing, ddi mit xanh luc gay git
hon.

Arlena...
N6 nhu tham: “Ba ta lIa mot con tha - dc thi...”

Me ké"! That tan t€ khi c6 me k&, moi ngwoi déu néi nhw vay. Va ding the’
that! Khong phai vi Arlena d6i xt& té bac voi gi ddu. Hau nhw cha c6 lic
nao ba ta d€y d&€n né &y chir. Nhung khi ba ta d€’y, thi trong cdi li€c nhin,
trong 101 1€ ludn an chira mot ni€m vui thich khinh miét. Ctr ddng uyén
chuyén hoan hao va dinh dac ctia ba ta cang lam noi bat sy vung veé cta cd
bé m&i 1on. Khi ba ta & gan bén, né cam thd'y xa'u hd vi con non not thd
thi€n biét chung nao.

Nhwng khong phai chi cé vay thoi. Khong, khong phai chi 1a chuyén do6.



Linda van thwong rau rfi mo mam di vao nhitng géc siu kin trong tAm trf
minh. N6 khong gidi phan biét va x€p loai nhirng cam xtc ciia minh cho
lam. C6 diéu gi d6 Arlena da lam véi moi ngwoi - véi ¢d nha...

“Ba ta that xdu xa,” né qua quyét nghi tham. “Ba ta hét strc, hét stiec xdu

29

Xd.

Nhwng thdm chi khong the€ ctr d€ mac nhw vay. Khong th€ chi héch mii 1€n
hit vao mot cdi to ra dao dirc hon han r'6i xua ba ta ra khdi tam tri.

Ba ta da lam gi d6 voi moi nguoi. Con bd', bd' thi hoan toan khac. ..

N6 1an cin vi diéu d6. B6 xudng dwa né di hoc vé. C6 Tan bo” da dwa nd
1€n tau ra bi€n choi. Va bd & nha - ¢6 Arlena & d6. Hét thay - hét thay cac
ki€u kim nén va khong phai - va khong phai ¢ doé.

Linda nghi bung: “R'6i sé ctwr ti€p tuc nhw thé nay. Ngay lai qua ngay, hét
thang nay r'6i thang khac. Minh khong chiu noi.”

Cudc sOng trai ra tred'c mat né - vd cung vo tan - trong chudi ngay ma sy
¢6 mat cua ba me ké'lam cho u am va ma't hét niém vui. N6 van con kha
ngdy ngd d&¢' ma hi€u chuyén. Mdt nam ddi véi n6é dwong nhw dai 1€ thé bat
tan.

M6t dot séng cam thit me k& to 1on, den ngom va néng bong trao dang
trong tam tri:

“Minh mudn giét chét ba ta. Oi! wéc gi ba ta chét di...”

N6 nhin qua mép cdi gwong, ngé xuéng bi€n & bén dudi.

Noi nay that sy kha vui. Hay ¢6 th€ vui thi. HEt thay nhirng bai bién va
vinh nho &Yy, nhirng 161 mon nhé xiu ky qudc &y. Rat nhiéu noi d€ kham

pha. Va nhirng noi n6 ¢6 th€ t¢i choi mdt minh. Con ¢6 nhirtng hang dong
ntra, bon con trai nha Cowan da néi véi né nhw vay.



Linda tham nghi: “Chi khi nao Arlena di noi khdc minh mé&i dwore hwdng
ni€ém vui thu.”

N6 h'6i twdng lai budi tdi lic mdi dé€n noi. That thad vi khi dén twe da't 1ién.
Thay triéu ldc d6 da dang 1én ngap ca con dwdrng dip ndi vao dat lién. Ho
da d&én bang mot chigc thuyén. Khi 4y trong khach san that thd vi, that khac
thwong. R6i sau d6 trén trang da't cao mot phu nir cao rdo téc den da nhay
dung 1&n va néi: “Oi chao, Kenneth!”

Va vo6 cung kinh ngac, bd n6 da kéu 1én:
“Rosamund!”

Linda xét nét Rosamund mot cdch nghiém khic va phé phan theo kicu cach
cua tuoi tré. Co bé quy€t dinh cha’p thuan c6 &y. N6 nghi Rosamund 1a
ngwoi bi€t phai trai. Mdi téc ¢6 &y dai dep - ra't xirng hop voi ¢6 &Yy - hdu
hét ngwoi ta d€ ki€u toc chaamg hop chiit nao. Trang phuc tuyét dep. Va cd
ay ¢6 mot ki€u khudén mat vui thich 1a la - nhw th€ vui thich v&i chinh ¢6 &y
chi chéng phai v&i minh. Co &y da doi xt ti & v&i n6, Linda. Ching hé
n6i lu6n mom hay néi diéu nay chuyén no (di€u nay chuyén no la cum tw
cd bé dung de x&p loai hé&t thay nhirng chuyén linh tinh c¢6 khong thich.) Va
c6 vé nhr Rosamund khong h€ nghi né 1a mot con ngéc. Thyce t& c6 ay da
d6i x& voi Linda nhie mot con nguoi thie thu. C6 bé rat hi€m khi cam
tha’y minh 12 mot con ngudi thire thu nén né bigt on sau sic khi dwoe ai d6
c6 vé coi trong nhu th€’

Duwong nhw bd” cling hai long khi gdp cd Darnley, Thét la - tréng b6 nhw
biény thanh ngwoi hoan toan khac. B& da ¢6 vé - ¢6 vé nhw 1a — nd gidi
dap diéu kho hi€u &y — a, c6 vé tré ra, la vy d6! B& cuoi - nhe mot cdu
bé, that 1a ky quéac. Gior ddy nghi dén diéu d6 mai thd’y ra't hi€m khi n6
nghe thdy bd cwoi.

NG cam tha’y boi r6i. Nhw the vira thodng tha'y mot con ngwdi khéc hin.
NO nghi:

“Khong bi€t b6 nhw thé nao lic trac tuoi minh...”



Nhung diéu d6 kho hiéu qua. N6 thoi khong thic méic nira.
MGGt y nghi chot 16e 1€n trong dau nd.

Hén s& vui thd biét bao néu nhw hai cha con d&n roi phat hi€n cd Darnley
x{ing dang & day - chi c6 4y va bd thoi. Mot vién canh mé ra chi trong phuit
chd'c. B& lubn vui creoi nhr mot cau bé, ¢6 Darnley va Linda - tdt ca nhirng
niém vui thd c6 thé c6 dwge trén hon ddo ndy - tim bién - nhitng hang
dong...

Bong t61 lai sap xudong.

Arlena. Chéng thé nao hwdng dworc ni€m vui thu khi cé ba ta & quanh day.
Sao lai khéng nhi? A, dAu sao ¢6 bé Linda ciing khong dwoe vui thi. Chaalng
th€ nao hanh phiic khi & d6 ¢6 mot con ngwoi ma minh - thit ghét. Phai, thu
ghét. N6 thu ghét Arlena.

Twng chit tirng chdt, dot song cam thit den ngdm néng bdng do lai trao
dang. Mt cd bé tré nén tring béch. P6i moi hoi hé mé. Con nguwoi trong
ma't n6 thu nhd lai. Va nhitng ngén tay ctng do co quép...

Kenneth Marshall g& nhe 1én ctra phong vo. Nghe ti€ng ¢ ta dép lai, anh
m¢ cua di vao.

Arlena van dang tia t6t nhirng nét trang di€m hoan chinh. C6 mic d'6 mau
xanh luc 18 lanh trong hoi giong mdt nang tién ca. Co6 dang dirng trwdec
grong chudt mascara 1€n 16ng mi.

“Oi, 1a anh, Ken.”

“Phai, anh khong bi€t em da xong chwa.”

“MGt lat ntra thoi.”

Kenneth Marshall rdo budc t&i cra sO, nhin ra ngoai bién. Nhw thwong 1€,
nét mit anh van khong biéu 10 bat ky mot thir cAm xdc nao, van vui twoi
binh thwong.



“Arlena?” anh quay lai hoi vo'.

“Gia?’

“Anh dwoc biét trede ddy em da ting gip Redfern, ding khong?”
Co6 vo dap that thoai mai:

“A vang, anh yéu a. Trong mot bira tiéc cocktail & dau day. Lic 4y em nghi
cau ta gan nhe mdt con thu cung.”

“Anh cling dwoc biét nhw thé’. C6 phai em da biét tredc ciu ta cing vor
xudng day?”

Arlena m& mét rat to.
“O khong, anh yéu a. Pa hét stc ba't ngod.”
Kenneth Marshall néi that binh than:

“Anh ctr twdng co6 1€ chinh diéu &y da khién em nghi d€n noi nay chi. Em
da rd't hang hdi mu6n chung ta dé€n day.”

C6 v bd mascara xudng. Quay vEé phia ch'ong ¢6 mim cwoi - mot nu cwoi
diu dang quyén ru.

“Ai day di k&€ cho em nghe vé noi ndy. Chic 1a nha Ryland. Ho bdo chd
nay 1a tuyét diéu - van con ra't hoang so'! Anh khong thich hay sao?”

“Anh khong chic.”

“Oi, anh yéu o1, anh thich tim bién va di loanh quanh chang 1am gi ca co
ma. Em chic chéin anh s& thich 1am nhw th& & noi nay.”

“Anh c6 the thd'y em dinh d&n day d€ hwong niém vui thd.”

Mt c6 ta mé to ra mot chit. Co nhin ch'déng c6 vé ngd’ vue.



“Em da ndi cho Redfern bi€t minh dang dén day, phai khong?” Kenneth
Marshall héi.

“Kenneth yéu quy a, anh s€ khong td ra khé chiu qua dang ch?”
“Nay Arlena! Anh biét em la ngwoi nhw thé nao ma. Ho 1a mot cap doi tré
tudi kha hoan hao. Ciu ta ra't yéu quy v, that sy nhw thé. Em phai pha nat

gia dinh ngwoi ta méi dwge hay sao?”

“That qué bt cong khi trach ¢t em. Em chang 1am ba't ¢t diéu gi - ching
lam gi ca. Em khong th€ tranh dwoc néu nhuw...”

Ong ch'dng thic giuc: “Né&u nhw cdi gi ch®?”
Mi mét cd nhap nhay.

“A, di nhién r'6i. Em biét nguwdi ta say mé em. Nhung diy chaamg phai do
em. Ho ¢ nhw th& thoi.”

“Nhuw thé"1a em thwra nhan ciu Redfern tré trung d6 say mé em a?”

Arlena khé dap: “Qua that cau ta kha dai dot.” Co6 buwdc téi mot budc vé
phia ch'ong. “Nhung anh biét r'6i, phai khong Ken, that tinh em chang quan
tam dén ba't cr ai ngoai anh.”

Co6 ta ngwdre nhin ch'dng qua hai hang 16ng mi vira t6 ddm. P6 1a mét céi
nhin tuyét diéu - mot cdi nhin it ngwoi ¢ thé khang cw lai.

Kenneth Marshall nghiém nghi nhin xudng c6 v¢'. Nét mat anh théat diém
tinh. Gigng ndi that binh than:

“Anh nghi da hi€u em kha r6, Arlena a...”

Bén ngoai khach san vé phia nam, céc trang di't va bii tim & 1ién ngay bén
dwdi. Con ¢6 mot 161 mon dan di vong quanh vach d4 vé phia tAy nam cta
hon dio. Mot quing ra't ngdn doc theo 167 mon d6 c6 vai bac thém dan
xudng mdt ddy nhirng hd'c 16m vao vach da va trén ban 6 hon dao & khach



san dwoc gdn cho céi tén Ganh Néng. O’ diy ¢6 cdc hd'c da bén trong c6 chd
ngoi.*

Patrick Redfern cuing vo t&i mét trong nhirng hé'c da d6 ngay sau bira an
t01. D6 1a mét dém trovi trong trang sang.

Hai vor ch'dng ng61 xuong. Ho im lang mot luc. Sau r&t anh ch'dong noi:
“Mot budi tdi hét stee thu vi, ding khong Christine?”

“Dljng .’7

Giong ¢6 v ¢6 gi d6 khi€n anh chdng kho chiu. Anh ta ng6i do, chaamg hé
nhin vo'.

Christine hdi v&i giong binh than:

“Anh da biét tredc nguoi dan ba &y sé dén day a?”

Quay ngodt lai, anh ta ddp: “Anh chaalng hi€u em mudn néi gi nra.”

“Em nghi anh hié¢u day.”

“Nay Christine! Anh khong bi€t diéu gi da tic dong dén em...”

Co ngit ngang. Giong néi gior ddy run ray ddy cam xic:

“Dén em sao? Pay la diéu da tac dong dé€n anh co ma.”

“Chaalng cé gi tac dong dén anh cad.”

“Qi, Patrick! C6 d&’y. Anh ctt ning nic doi d&n ddy. Poi hét sic di¥ doi. Em
da mudn trd lai Tintagel noi ma - noi chiing minh tieng hwedng tuén trang
mat. Anh cr nha't quy€t phai dén day.”

“A, sao lai khong chir? Day 1a mot diém du lich that hdp dan.”

“Co¢ 1€ the". Nheng anh mudn dén day vi co ta sé dén.”



“Cotauw? Codtalaai?”
“Vo Marshall. Anh - anh mé co6 ta.”

“Vi Chda, Christine a, ding 1am cho minh tré thanh mot con ngd'c. Ghen
tudng chang giéng em chiit nao.”

L&i n6i 16n tiéng gian dit ctia anh ta cé mot chit khong chic chén. Anh ta
da cwong diéu.

“Chung minh dang sdng qua hanh phuc ma anh,” c6 vo néi.

“Hanh phuc v? Di nhién ching ta da hanh phucl Chung ta dang hanh phuc.
Nhuwrng s& khong con hanh phiic nira né€u nhw em ci¢ 1am Am 1én mdi khi
anh ndi chuyén voi mot phu nie khéac.”

“Khong phai the".”

“Phai da'y, 1a nhw th&”. K&t hon r6i nguoi ta cling phai 6 - a, tinh ban v&i
ngwoi khac chir. Thai d6 hoai nghi nay la hoan toan sai Tam. Anh - anh
khong thé€ néi chuyén véi mot phu nir xinh dep hay sao? Bung nhay dong
dong 1én quy két anh dang phai long cb ta chir...”

Anh ta dwng lai, r6i nhin vai.

“Anh dang phai long ¢6 ta,” Christine noi.

“Qi, dirng ngd'c ngh&ch, Christine! Anh chi - chi néi chuyén véi cb ta thoi
ma.”
“Khong dung.”

“Vi Chda, xin em dirng nhiém cdi théi ghen tudng vé&i moi phu nit xinh dep
ching ta tinh co’ gdp mat!”

“Khong chi 1a mot phu nr xinh dep nao da'y dau! Co6 ta - cd ta khac. La d6
deé tién! Bung the". Co6 ta sé l1am hai anh, Patrick a. Lam on bo di! Chiing
minh hay di khdi noi day!.”



Patrick ha't cdm 1én nhw mudn ndi loan. Khong hi€u sao trong anh ta ra’t tré
khi n6i that ngang nganh:

“Purng budn cwoi nhu the’, Christine! Va - va chdng ta dwng cai nhau vi
chuyén ay!”

“Em dau c6 mudn cai nhau.”

“Thé thi ce x& nhw mot con ngwoi biét 1y 1€! Nao, ta trd vé khach san
thoi!”

Anh ta ditng 1én. C6 mot khoanh khéc im ling, r'oi Christine ciing ditng 1én.
Co néi: “Hay 14m...”

Ngoi trong ho'c dd k& can, Hercule Poirot bu'dn ba lic dau.

C6 1& mot s& ngudi han da hét sie than trong trénh ra xa d& khdi nghe
nhtrng chuyén riéng te. Nhung Hercule Poirot thi khong, 6ng khong c6 céi

ki€u qua than trong nhw thé’.

“Hon nira,” nhw 6ng giai thich v&i 6ng ban Hastings trong mot cudc hen vé
sau, “d6 1a mot chuyén c6 nguy co’ gdy ra &n mang.”

Ong ban Hastings ngé 6ng lom lom néi: “Nhwng 4n mang van chwra xay ra

ma.”

Poirot thé dai: “Thé& nhwng 4n mang da dwoee chi ra ra't ro rang r'oi, mon
cher.”

“Vay sao luc d6 ong khong ngan chan lai?”

Va v&i mot ti€ng thé dai, Hercule Poirot da néi nhw tredre d6 tirng néi & Ai
Cap: néu mdt ké da quyét taim pham tdi gi€t nguoi thi chaamg dé gi ngin can
h&n. Ong thwong khéng ty trach minh vi chuyén da xay ra. Theo 6ng
chuyén dé khong thé nao tranh khoi.
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Rosamund Darnley va Kenneth Marshall ng'di trén 1&p ¢ ém 4i cua vach
da nhin xudng Viing Hai Au. Cai vinh nho nay & phia dong hon dao. Boi
khi ngurdi ta t&i ddy d€ tim biéh vao budi sdng khi mudn dworc binh an.
Rosamund néi: “That tuyét khi tranh xa moi ngwosi.”

Marshall [am bam khong nghe ro: “O... phai.” Anh lin minh nim xudng
hit ngi 1&p ¢ murot Eém. “Thom thiat. Con nho viing d6i cd & Shipley
khong?”

“Nh¢ chi.”

“H6i &y vui nhi?”

CCVéng .’,

“C6 khong thay doi nhiéu, Rosamund a.”

“C6 chr. Em da thay doi ra't nhiéu d6.”

“Co6 da ra't thanh cong, giau, c6 da moi thie, nhung van 12 ¢d em Rosamund
ngay xwa.”

Rosamund thi thAm: “Udc gi em dwoc nhu the.”
“Puece cai gi chir?”

“Khong c6 gi. That dang ti€c phai khong Kenneth, ching minh khong git
dwore ban tinh td't dep va ly twdng cao ca h'6i con tré nhi?”

“Anh khong bi€t ban tinh ctia co di c6 luc tdt dep da’y, co bé a. Co van
thwong ¢6 nhieng con thinh nd kinh ngwei. C6 Tan anh suyt chét ngat khi c6
1én con tam banh v&i anh daYy.”



Rosamund cudi. “Anh con nhé cdi ngay chiing minh dit con ché Toby
xudng sdng bét chudt xa hay khong?”

Ho danh ma’y phit d€' h'di twdng lai nhirng cudc phiéu lwu khi xwa.
ROi1 sau d6 dén mot khoanh kha'c tam dung.

Rosamund man mé cai moc trén tdi x4ch.

Sau cung ¢ héi lai:

“Kenneth nay?”

“0,” 101 ddp lai ctia anh khong rd rang. Kenneth van ndm dp mit trén thdm
co.

“Néu em néi vé&i anh diéu gi d6 ¢6 18 hon ldo qud ddng, anh s& khong bao
gio’ néi chuyén v&i em niva chr?”

Anh lan minh ng61 ddy.

“Anh nghi minh s€ khong bao gicr,” anh néi that nghiém tdc, “xem bat ctr
diéu gi c6 néi 1a hdn l4o ca. CO biét dd’y, co 1a chd than tinh ma?”

C6 gat dau chap nhan ta't ca y nghia cua cum tw sau cung ay. Chi che gidu
niém vui thich ma n6 dem dén cho c6.

“Kenneth, sao anh khong ly di di?”

Mat anh bi€n sdc roi danh lai - vé hanh phic bi€n ma't han. Anh 18y 6ng
di€u tw trong tdi ra réi nh'oi thudc vao.

Rosamund néi: “Em xin 16i n€u da 1am cho anh bwc minh.”
Kenneth binh than dap: “Co ché’ing lam cho anh byc minh dau?”

“Thé thi vi sao anh lai khong ly di?”



“Co khong hieu dau, cd em than mén a?”

“C6 phai anh - yéu c06 ta kinh khing qua khong?”

“Khong phai vi chuyén &y dau. Anh da k&t hon véi ¢6 &y ma.”

“Em bi€t roi. Nhueng ma - co ta da mang tai mang ti€ng.”

Kenneth vira ngdm nghi mot 14t, vira &n thud'c 14 xudng that ky ledng.
“Mang tai mang ti€ng w? Anh cho 1a c6 ddy.”

“Anh ¢6 th€'ly di v&i c6 ta ma, Ken.”

“C6 em than mén a, cd khong viéc gi phai néi ra mot diéu nhw the'. Chi vi
dan 6ng hoi say ddm c6 4y mdt chit khdng thé néi 1 co Ay ciing say dim
ho.”

Rosamund nghién ngdm ky mot 1o d6i ddp. R6i ¢d néi:

“Anh c6 th& sip x&p d€ co ta doi ly di v&i anh, n&u anh thich cdch 4y hon.”

“Anh ddm néi minh ¢é thé€ 1am nhu thé.”

“Anh can phai 1am thé&’, Ken a. Thit tinh ¥ em 1a th&” d6. C6 mot dira con

ma.”

“Linda a?”

“Vang, la Linda.”

“Linda lién can gi d&€n chuyén &y chi?”

“Arlena khong hop voi con bé. That sy 1a nhw thé. Em nghi Linda cam
tha’y hét sirc toi té.”

Marshall cham mot que diém vao dng di€u. Gitra hai [an bap bap khoi
thudc anh néi: “Phai - ¢6 gi d6 trong chuyén &y. Anh cho rang Arlena va



Linda khéng ho'p nhau 1§m. C6 1& chang thich hop véi mot con bé. C6 hoi
phién phirc mét chuit.”

“Em thich Linda - thich 1dm. N6 c6 gi d6 - that tuyét.”

“N6 giong me no. Kho tinh y nhw Ruth.”

“Thé& anh khong nghi - that sy - anh can phai téng khir Arlena di hay sao?”
“Thu x&p mot cude ly di a?”

“Vang. Nguoi ta ly di sudt 4y ma.”

Bong dung Kenneth Marshall néi manh liét:

“DPung. Va do6 chinh la di€u anh ra't ghét.”

“Ghét sao?” CO giat minh kinh ngac.

“Phai. Dao nay thuwong ¢6 quan di€m sdng ki€u y. N&u nhan lam mot viéc
va khong thich nd, thé thi ¢ viéc thoat khdi nd cang som cang td't. Chét
tiét, phai c6 cdi gi goi la thién y chir. N€u ta k&€t hon véi mot phu nir va hira
hen cham s6c cho ¢6 &y thé thi day 1a do ta mudn lam vay. Py la viéc kho
khan phirc tap. Ta da ganh vac trach nhiém r'6i ma. Anh chéan chuyén két

hon vi roi dé dang ly di. Arlena 13 vor ctia anh, chi c6 thé thdi.”

Rosamund chdm nguoi toi trede. CO ha giong néi: “Vay ra anh 1a nguoi
nhw thé” d6? “Cho dén khi cai chét chia lia d6i Ira” hay sao?”

Kenneth Marshall git dau. “DPung the".”
“Em hi€u roi,” cd noi.

Pang di xudng mdt 167 di nhd hep quanh co tré v€ Vinh Leathercombe, 6ng
Horace Blatt suyt dung phai Christine Redfern & mét géc dwong.

Trong lic c6 ép sat minh vao hang rio, 6ng dap phanh that manh d€ thing
ga’p chi€c Sunbeam lai.



“O 1ala,” 6ng Blatt troi cwdi néi.

D6 1a mot ngwoi dan 6ng to be bé khudén mit dé va mot vanh tée do do
quanh mot chd bj héi bong lodng trén dAu. RS rang dng ¢6 tham vong tré
thanh strc sdng va linh h'on cda ba't cir noi nao éng tinh co’ vao d6. Theo y
ki€n ma Ong phat bieu hoi '0n ao mdt chit, Khach san Hai Tac can phai lam
cho troi sang 1én. Ong that bdi rdi vi céi ki€u ngudi ta dwong nhw bién di
dau ma't khi 6ng xud't hién.

“Suyt bi€n ¢6 thanh mirt dau r'6i nhi?” 6ng ndi vui.
“Vang, dung the".”

“Lén xe di,” dng bao.

“Thoi, cam on. T6i di bo duwoc roi.”

“V& van,” ong néi. “O t6 d€ 1am gi kia chix?”

Xi€u long vi thd’y can thi€t, Christine Redfern leo 1€n xe.

Ong Blatt khéi dong lai dong co dd nging lai do trudre d6 phanh gip. Ong
héi tham:

“C6 lam gi ma lai di vo’ van ¢6 mot minh thé€”? Khong 6n chit nao véi mot
ngwoi dep nhw ¢6.”

Christine voi ddp: “Oi, toi thich di mot minh.”

Ong thiic khuyu tay mét c4i that khang khi€p vao c6 ta, ciing lic d6 suyt
dam xe vao hang rao.

“Céc ¢ lic ndo ciing néi the’. Ching phai ¥ ho vdy dau. C6 biét d&’y, Khach
san Hai Tdc &y can dwoc lam cho vui troi 1€n mot ti. N6 chaamg co gi vui vé
ca. Trong &y chealng c6 sinh khi. D1 nhién c6 kha nhiéu hinh ndm lwu trd &
day. Trwdce tién 1a ra't nhiu tré con va con ra't nhiéu lao gia ¢6 hu ntra. Co
130 ngwoi Anh g&c An Do hét sitc khé chiu va 6ng cha x sung stec, ma’y
ngwoi My ctr 1ai nhai néi mai va nguoi ngoai qudc d€' ria mép &y - hang ria



mép chia 6ng ta khién t6i phai bat cwdi. Han Ong ta 13 tho 1am téc, cdi gi
da’y dai loai nhw the".”
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Christine 1ic dau. “O khong phéi dau, dng ta 12 thdm ti da’y.
Ong Blatt lai d& cho chiét xe suyt ddm vao hang rao. Ong hoi:
“Tham t sao? C6 mu6n ndi Ong ta dang cai trang a?”
Christine thodng mim cwoi.

“0, khong phai dau, that ra dng ta lic nao ciing th&". La Hercule Poirot daYy.
Chéc hin ong tirng nghe nhic d&n roi.”

“Tb6i khong kip nhé ra tén 6ng ta. A phai roi, toi titng nghe nhic d&n ong
ta. Nhung toi twedng Ong ta da chét r'oi. Me ki€p, Ong ta chét di mdi phai
chr. Biéu tra céi gi & dwdi nay the?”

“Chfmg diéu tra gi ca - di nghi he th6i.”

“A, c6 the nhw th&,” 6ng Blatt c¢6 v& nghi ngd. “Trong hoi gidng mot ga
hay t€u tdo nhi?”

“A,” Christine ngdp ngtng dép lai. “C6 1& hoi khdc thwong mot chit.”

“Y t6i mudn néi 1a c6 chuyén gi khdng &n v&i Scotland Yard 42 Toi thay
ngwoi Anh that phién phirc.”

Ong xudng t&i chan d6i va, véi mot ti€ng coi inh 6i dac thang, 1di xe chay
vao trong gara cua Khéach san Hai Téc, vi thly triéu 1€n nén nam trén dat
1fén d61 dién vdi khach san.

Linda Marshall dang ¢ trong mét ctra hi€u nhd dap wng nhu cau cua khach
dén viéng tham Vinh Leathercombe. MGt bén danh hét cho cac ké sach c6
the€ mwon vé voi hai xu. Nhirng quyén méi nha't cling d@ mwoi nam tudi,
mot s6 hai mwoi nam, nhiéu cudn con cii hon.



Trudc tién cd bé 18y mot quyen r'oi sau dé mot quyen nira twr trén ké sach
voi vé hoai nghi va li€c nhin vao trong ké. N6 quyét dinh chealng thé nao
doc ndi quyén The Four Feathers hay Vice Versa. N6 18y ra mot quyén sach
nho day kha'c, bia da mau nau.

Thoi gian tr6i qua...

Giat minh mdt cdi c6 bé nhét quyen sach tra vao trong ngan ké khi Christine
Redfern cat tieng:

“Chau dang doc gi da’y, Linda?”
Linda v6i dap: “Khong gi ca. Chau dang tim mot quyén sach a.”

N6 16i bwra ra quyén Cudc hon nhdn cia William Ashe r'oi vira ti€n toi quay
thu ngan vira mo tim hai dong xu.

Christine n6i: “Ong Blatt vira m&i 1di xe ché ¢6 vé - sau khi suyt niva da
dung tring cd. That tinh ¢6 cadm thdy chang thé nao cung cud’c bd v&i 6ng
4y qua ca con dwong dap cao, nén da ndi la phai mua vai mén hang.”

“Ong &y that khi€p, c6 nhi?” Linda néi. “Lic nao cling khoe minh giau c6
va ctr n6i nhirng cdu bong dua d& t€ chiu khong ndi.”

“T6i nghiép 6ng ay. Ngwoi ta that sw thd’y hoi toi nghiép cho ong ta.”

Linda khong dong tinh. N6 thQy ong Blatt chfmg c6 gi dang thwong hai ca.
N6 con tré va nhan tam.

N6 ra khoi ctra hi€éu cuing voi Christine roi di xudng vEé phia con dwong
ddp cao.

Linda ban ron v&i nhitng suy nghi riéng. N6 thich Christine Redfern. Theo
Linda, Christine va c6 Rosamund Damiey 1a nhirng ngwoi duy nhi't ¢6 thé
chiu dung dwoee trén hon dao nay. Ca hai khong hé néi di ndi lai vé mot

chuyén. Bay gio khi dang cting v&i Christine chgng noi ch?ing ring, Linda



nghi nhw thé” mdi 1a phai 1€. N&u chang ¢6 gi dang ndi, sao lic nao cling
phai ki€m chuyén phi€m ma néi co’ chr?”

N6 lac vao nhirng suy nghi rdi boi.

Ba't cho't nd héi: “Co6 Redfern nay, ¢6 bao gio’ ¢6 cam thd’y moi thir déu qua
dang so - qua khing khiép - d&€n ndi co s& - i, nd tung...?”

Nhitng loii 1€ gan nhw khoi hai, nhung khuon mit cau lai ¢6 vé bdn chon lo
lang ctia Linda chang hé khoi hai. Ban d4u Christine nhin Linda v&i 4nh
mét mo' h'd o 14 khong hi€u ndi, qua that co tha’y chang cé gi d€ cuoi
cot...

Christine thé hit néi: “C6 - ¢6 - ¢d da c6 lic cam thay - ding nhw thé”...”

Ong Blatt hdi: “Thé& 6ng 12 thdm ti lirng danh &y, ht?” Ho dang & quéy
reou, noi Ong Blatt khoai lai vang nhat.

Hercule Poirot cong nhan 1o nhan xét d6 v&i sy thi€u khiém tdn nhw
thwong 1€.

Ong Blatt ti&p tuc: “Va dng dang 1am gi & dwdi nay - dang 1am viéc 22”
“Khong, khong phai. T6i dang nghi ngoi.”

Ong Blatt nhdy mét. “La éng néi the théi, ding khong?”

Poirot dap: “Khong nha't thi€t phai vay dau.”

“Qi! Nay nay! Véi toi 6ng et yén tim. Toi khdng réu rao lai ti't ca nhing
gi minh nghe thay dau! Han s€ khong ti€p tuc dwoe con dwong ctia minh
n&u nhw chang biét cw x&. Nhung 6ng bi€t hdu hét moi ngwoi lam gi - clir
lach cha lach chach moi chuyén ho nghe dwgc! Gior 6ng khong chiu ndi
chuyén d6! Chinh vi thé 6ng phai gid'u 1a minh dé€n day d€ nghi he chir

chaalng lam chuyén gi khac.”

Poirot hdi: “Va tai sao 6ng lai cho la ngwore 12i?”



Ong Blatt nheo mot mét néi: “T6i 1a nguwdi ting trai. Biét ro ddng vé bén
ngoai ctia mot con ngwei. Mot ngwoi nhw 6ng sé dé€n song bac Deauville
hay Le Touquet hodc xu6ng Rirng Théng Juan. D&Yy la - thanh ngt gi 4y
nhi? - 1a noi trd ngu tinh than cua 6ng.”

Poirot thé dai. Ong nhin ra ctra s6. Mua dang roi va swong mil vy quanh
hon dao.

“C6 th& 6ng néi ding! O’ d6 it nhat lic thoi tiét 4m wét thudng c6 nhitng
tro tiéu khién.”

“Casino mudn nim!” dng Blatt néi. “Ong biét khong, toi dd phai 1am viéc
khd va't va gan hét ca doi. Chang c6 thoi gian nghi 1€ hay hwdng mén ngon
vat la. T6i quyét dinh s€ thanh dat va da thanh dat r'6i. Bay gio toi ¢4 th€
lam nhtrng gi minh thich. Tién ctda tdi cling nhiéu nhw ai. T6i da hi€u chuit it
veé cudc doi, xin néi cho 6ng biét.”

Poirot 14m bam: “A, vdy sa0?”

“Chfmg hi€u sao t6i lai d€n noi nay ntra,” 6ng Blatt ndi ti€p.
Poirot nhan xét: “Téi ciing thic mic nhw viy day.”

“Nay, thic mic cdi gi the?”

Poirot phay tay néi that hing h'on:

“Khong phai toi khong biét nhan xét dau. Toi nghi gan nhw chic chin dng
s€ chon song bac Deauville hay Biarritz.”

“Thay vi thé, ca hai chiing ta déu dén ddy, hit?” Ong Blatt cwdi khuc khic.

“That tinh khong hi€u sao t6i lai d&n day.” Ong tram ngdm suy nghi. “Chéc
1a nghe ¢6 vé lang man. Khach san Hai Tac. Pao Buon Lau. Ki€u dia chi ay
lam cho ta budn cwdi. Khién ta nghi d&n liic minh con 12 mot thing nhii wa
choi tro cwdp bién va budn 14u, da diéu da chuyén.”

Ong cwdi hoi nguong ngap.



“Ldc con nhd, t6i tirng 1di thuyén budm di choi m6t chiit. Khdng phai &
vung nay dau. Ra khoi & ving bé bién phia dong. That Ia 1a ki€u s¢ thich
4’y ching bao gio’ hoan toan 1o bd ta. Toi c6 the mua mdt du thuyén tuyét
voi nha't tiy thich nhwng khdng hi€u sao that tinh téi khong ¢ s¢ thich a'y.
T6i thich ngao du trén thuyén nhd hai budm. Redfern cling ham mé lai
thuyén bu'om. Cau &y ting ra khoi voi t6i mot hai Tan roi. Bay gio khong
gitr dwore cdu aYy - ldc nao cling quanh quan bén ¢6 vo téc do cia
Marshall.”

Ong ta tam dirng lai r'6i ha giong néi tiép.

“Hau hét moi ngwoi déu la nhieng que cti kho trong khach san nay! Co vor
ctia Marshall gan nhw 1a ngeoi duy nha't con cé sinh khi! T6i nghi 6ng
chong c6 1y do phai trdng chwng ¢6 ta. P diéu da chuyén veé c¢o ta vao cai
thoi con dién trén sin khi'u - va vEé sau nay nira! Pan dng guc dd dwdi chan
co ta. R'6i s& c6 ngay xay ra chuyén ric r&i cho ma xem.”

Poirot hoi: “Rac rdi ki€u nao vay?”

Horace Blatt ddp: “Chuyén &y con tuy. Xin néi vé Marshall, 6ng ta la
ngwoi co tinh khi ky khoi. Thye t&€ toi bi€t Ong ta 1a ngwoi nhw the’. Ting
nghe k€ mot chuyén veé dng ta. To6i tirng gdp ki€u ngwoi tram lang ay.
Ching bao gir biet duwdng nao ma I4n vé&i loai ngudi &y. Redfern nén coi
ching day.”

Ong dot nhién ngtng lai khi ngwdi 6ng vira nhic t&i bude vao quay ruou.
Ong ti€p tuc ndi 1on ti€ng c6 vé ngwong ngung:

“Va nhw t6i néi da'y, 1ai thuyén budm quanh bo bi€n nay ciing ¢6 cdi thi
cta n6. Chao Redfern, uéng voi to6i mot ly nhé? Cau dung gi? Martini
khong pha ha? Tot. Con 6ng thi sao, Poirot?”

Thdm t 1c d4u. Patrick Redfern ng6i xudng roi néi:

“L4i thuyén budm sao a? DAy la thd vui tuyét nha't tran doi. Udc gi tdi ¢b
thé” tham gia nhi€u hon. Lic con bé tdi ma ranh Ia lai lao 1én mdt chi€c
thuyén budm nhd quanh bo bién nay.”



Poirot hoi: “Vay la anh bi€t r6 vung nay ha?”

“Di nhién! T6i biét noi nay trwedc khi cé khach san cor. Chi ¢6 vai ngdi nha
nho cda dan chai & Vinh Leathercombe va mdt ngdi nha co gan sup do
dong ctra kin mit, trén ddo nay.”

“C6 mot ng6i nha ¢ day ha?”

“A ¢6 dd'y, nhwng nhi€u nam chang cé ai & trong 'y ca. Gan nhw sup do.

Truedc diy thwong c6 @6n dai vé nhirng 167 di bi mat tr ngdi nha 'y ra dén
y y
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Dong Tién. Con nhé ching toi van ludn tim ki€'m 167 di bi mat &Y.

Horace Blatt danh do rweoru, 6ng chivi rda, lau ngwoi roi hoi:

“Dong Tién nay la cai gi the?”

Patrick tra loi:

“Qi, 6ng khong biét sao? N6 & trén Viing Tién. Khong d& tim dwoc 161 vao
trong &y dau. N6 & gitra ra't nhiéu tang da mon chat dong & mot dau. Chi
la mot khe nirt dai va hep. Chi ¢6 th€ ép minh len qua ddy. Bén trong m&
rong ra thanh mot cdi dong hét sirc 1on. C6 th€ hinh dung chuyén dé that
vui thd xi€t bao v&i mot thang bé. Mot 1ao dan chai da chi né cho t6i. Ngay
nay ngay ca dan chai cling chang bi€t d€n né. Hom no t6i hdi mot dng vi
sao noi Ay goi la Ving Ti€n ma ong ta khong bi€t.”

Poirot n6i: “Nhung tdi van khong hi€u. Tién nay 1a tién gi vay?”

Patrick Redfern dap:

“Qi, da’y 1a ki€u mAu dién hinh cta ving Devonshire. C6 dong tién &
Sheepstor trén Bai Hoang. Phai bd lai mot kep téc 1am qua cho tién. DAy la
than tién cta bai da't hoang.”

Poirot néi: “A! That 1a thad vi do.”

Patrick noi ti€p:



“Con ra't nhiéu chuyén truyén tung veé ti€n trén vung Dartmoor. Cé nhirng
hon ndi ngwoi ta bao thwong ¢6 tién cwdi ngwra rong choi, va chac 1a cac
chu trai tr& vé nha sau mot dém trong rirng rdm van con than phién vi bj
tién dan 161 dwa dwong.”

Blatt hoi: “Cau mudn ndi khi ho da bit cdp voi nhau a?”

Patrick Redfern mim cwoi dap:

“Chéc chin day 1a I8 thwdng tinh!”

Ong Blatt nhin dong hé deo tay.

“T6i vao dung bira t07 day. N6i chung tdi thich cudp bién nhat, chit ching
thich than tién dau, Redfern a.”

Patrick Redfern bat cuoi khi 6ng ta di ra ngoai.
“Tin t0i di, t6i mudn thd’y chinh 6ng gia nay bj tién din 167 dwa dwong.”
Poirot nhan xét voi vé tram tu:

“La doanh nhan dan day kinh nghiém, ma hinh nhw 6ng Blatt c6 tri twedng
teong ra't 1ang man.”

“Chi vi 6ng ta chwa dwoc gido duc d€n noi d€n chdn. Hay la vo t6i thwong
ndi nhw the". Hay xem 6ng ta doc cdi gi di! Chang c6 gi ngoai nhirng truyén
kinh di hay chuyén Mién Tay Hoang Da.”

“Ong mudn néi Ong Ay van con tAm tinh ciia mot cu bé hay sao?”

“A, ong khong nghi thé” sao, thwa ong?”

“T6i thi chwa hi€u dwgrc nhiéu vé 6ng ay.”

“T6i cling chwa. Twng 1ai thuyén bu'dm ra bi€n v&i 6ng ta chirng mot hai

Tan - nhung that ra 6ng ta chflng thich c6 bt ¢t ai di ciing. Ong ta thich di
mot minh hon.”



“Chuyén d6 qua 1a ky la. Thit dic biét, chang gidng théi quen cta ong Ay
khi 1én bo.”

Redfern cwoi 1om. “Toi biét. TA't ca ching ta ¢ chit khé khan khi cd tranh
xa Ong ta. Ong ta mudn bi€n chd nay thanh mot noi pha tap gitta quan reou

Margate va song bac Le Touquet.”

Poirot khong néi gi mot ldc 1au. Ong dang nghién ctru nét mit twoi cuoi
ctia anh ban tré rat cham chi. D6t nhién 6ng ndi that ba't ngo:

“Chéc 6ng Redfern day thich hwdng thu cudc sdng.”

Patrick ngac nhi€én ngé 6ng lom lom. “Qua ding nhw th€". Sao lai khong
chi?”

“Qua that sao lai khong,” Poirot dong y. “T6i xin chic mwng 6ng vé diéu
do.”

Khé mim cwoi, Patrick Redfern néi: “Cam on 6ng.”

“Chinh vi vay, 1a mot ngwoi 1o tudi, 1on hon 6ng ra't nhi€u, t6i mao mudi
khuyén 6ng mot diéu.”

“Gi th€, thwa 6ng?”

“M0ot 6ng ban ra't khon ngoan trong lyc lwgng canh sat cach day nhiéu nam
tng néi voi toi: Nay anh ban Hercule, néit mudén dwoc yén than thi trdanh
xa dan ba di nhé!”

“T61 e 1a ho't mudn ma't roi, thwa ong. T61 da cé vor, 6ng bi€t ro1 ma.”

“T6i biét chir. Vor 6ng 1a mot phu nir ra't duyén dang, rat hoan hao. Toi
nghi c6 4y yéu dng 14m d6.”

Patrick Redfern git: “T6i rat yéu co 4y.”

“A, to1 ra't vui khi nghe anh néi nhw vay.”



Patrick cau may, giong anh ta cho't nhw si'm nd. “Nay 6ng Poirot, 6ng dang
néi dén céi gi thé?”

“Les Femmes.” Poirot nghiéng ngudi t&i trede, d6i méat lim dim. “Toi biét
dwoc d6i diéu vé phu nit. Ho ¢6 kha niing 1am cho cudc song thanh ra ric
roi, phitc tap chiang chiu ndi. Con ngudi Anh thi xi 1y chuyén ctia minh
that la ling. N&u nha't thi€t phai t&i ddy, 6ng Redfern a, nhan danh Chua,
ong c6 mang vo theo lam gi?”

Redfern gian dix dap lai: “T6i chang hi€u 6ng mudn ndi cdi gi niva.”
Poirot néi that diém tinh:

“Ong hoan toan hi€u dwo'c ma. Toi ddu ngo' nghéch t&i ndi di tranh cai vdi
mot ngwoi dan 6ng dang mé dam. Chi nhac 6ng can thanthoi.”

“Ong lai nghe 1o giém pha phi bang chét tiét. Ba Gardener, cdi ba Brewster
a’y - chi dwa chuyén su6t ngay la gidi. Chi vi mot phu nr xinh dep - bon ho
ctr da kich, nhw d6 4p xudng c6 ta mdt bao than da.”

Poirot dirng 1én, kh€ 1am bam:

“C6 that 6ng con non tré nhw ta't ca nhirng gi 6ng ndi hay khong?”

Vira lic dau ong vira roi khdi quay rwowu. Patrick Redfern gian dit nhin
theo.

Tw trong phong an di ra, Hercule Poirot tam dwng lai trong sanh. Ctra dang
m¢& - mot 1an hoi diu mat ban dém lua vao. Mwa da tanh, swong mu da tan.
Lai 1a mot dém that tuyét.

Ong gip Christine Redfern dang ng'di & chd co thich nhat trén ganh da.
Duwrng lai bén canh, 6ng noi:

“Chd ng'6i nay that &m wdt. CO khong nén ng'di diy. S€ bj cdm lanh d6.”

“Khong dau a. Khong sao dau a.”



“Ai cha cha, c6 dau phai la tré con. La mdt phu nir ¢6 hoc thirc, c6 phai xem
xét moi viéc ¢6 1y 1€ chir.”

Co lanh lung dép lai:

“Toi c6 the bdo ddm v&i dng tdi khong bao gior bi nhiém lanh dau.”

“C& mot ngly ra't &m wdt. Mua gi6, swong mi khip noi, t¢i ndi ching the
nao nhin xuyén qua. Eh bien, by gio thi ra sao r6i? Swong mu da tan, troi
quang may tanh, va trén cao sao troi 18p lanh. Thét sinh ddong nhw cude
song, thwa ba.”

Christine ha giong no6i thit hung hang:

“Ong c6 biét t6i chan diéu gi nha't & noi nay khong?”

“Préu gi vay, thra ba?”

“Long thwong hai.”

Thot ra 1o 1€ d6 nhw mot ti€ng roi qua't nhe, cd ndi tiép:

“Ong twdng t6i khong biét hay sao? Khong tha’y dwoc hay sao? Liic nao
nguwoi ta cling néi mai: Toi nghiép ba Redfern - ngwoi phu ni¢ nhé bé ddng
thirorng. Ma t6i ciing dau c6 nhd bé, t6i cao 1on ma. Ho néi nhod bé vi
thwong hai t6i thoi. Va tdi chang chiu ndi!”

Hercule Poirot thin trong trdi khan tay 1am t&m 16t r'6i moi ng'6i xudng. C6
vé dam chi€u suy nghi, 6ng néi: “Cé chuyén gi d6 thi phai.”

“Nguoi dan ba &y...” Christine néi r'oi ngung lai.
Poirot nghi€m giong hoi:
“C0 c6 cho phép t61 dugre n61 mot dieu hay khong, thwa c6? Mot di€u cling

c6 that nhw sao troi trén d4u chdng ta, dwoe khdng? Cai ¢6 Arlena Stuart -
hay 1a Arlena Marshall d6 - trén doii nay — khong dang quan tim dau.”



“V& van.”

“Xin cam doan v&i ¢6 la ding nhw vdy d6. Quyén nang tuyét ddi cta ho chi
cé gia tri nha't thoi thoi. BE dang dwoc quan tdm - thit sy dang quan tim -
phu ntr phai c6 long t&t hodc tri tug.”

Christine td vé khinh miét.

“Ong nghi dan éng quan tim d&n long t&t hay trf tué a?”

Poirot nghiém giong dap: “V€ cédn ban thi ding nhw vy dé.”

Christine croi khay. “Toi khong dong y voi ong.”

“Chong c6 yéu c6 dd’y. T61 bi€t dieu do.”

“Ong khéng thé nao biét dwgre dau.”

“Puoc, dwoe chir. Toi biét diéu d6. Twng thd’y 6ng &'y nhin ¢6 ma.”

Ba't @6 Christine sup d&. Twra vao b vai nang d& ctia Poirot, nirde mét
tudn trao.

“T6i khong chju ndi... Khong chiu noi...”

V6 v0 1én canh tay cd, Poirot d danh:

“Kién nhin - chi ¢4n kién nhan.”

Christine ng'di thang ddy, 14y khin tay lau nwde mét roi néi véi giong
nghen nghet:

“Khong sao ca. By gicr t6i d& r'oi. Ct di di! Toi thich - thich & mot minh
hon.”

Ong nghe theo, d&€ cb ng'di lai d6 roi theo 161 mon quanh co di xudng khach
san.



Khi g4n t&i noi, bdng nghe ¢6 tiéng thi tham. Ong r& sang mot bén 161 mon
mot quing ra't ngdn. C6 mot khoang tréng trong nhitng lum cay.

Ong thay Arlena Marshall va Patrick Redfern dang & bén canh c6 ta. Giong
ngwoi dan 6ng ron rang cam xuc:

“Anh mat tri vi em r'6i - ma't tri - em da khi€n anh phét dién Ién... Em qua
c6 d€'y mot chit - ¢6 d€'y chw?”

Trong thd’y khudén mat cia Arlena Marshall - 6ng nghi giong nhu mot con
meo mwot ma sung swdong -d6 1a mot con thi chir khong phai con nguoi.

Co ta dap that diu dang:
“Di nhién rdi, Patrick anh y&u, em yéu quy anh 1dm. Anh biét ma...”

Lan nay Hercule Poirot ngdt cudc nghe trom ciia minh. Ong tré ra 16 mon
roi tiép tuc di xudng khach san. Chot mdt bong ngwoi d€n gan 6ng. D6 1a
dai iy Marshall. Anh ta n6i: “Mot dé€m that 1a dic bi€t phai khong? Sau mdt
ngay toi t&.” Anh ngwdc nhin Ién bau trei. “C6 1€ ngay mai thoi tiét s€ rat
tuyét.”



4

Budi sdng ngay 25 thang 8 bit dau thit rang r&, khong mot béng may. Mot
budi sdng ra't quyén ril, ngay ca mot ké méc cai bénh lwdi nhac kinh nién
cling ddy so'm.

RA't nhiéu ngwoi & Khach san Hai Tac didy som sang hom do.

Lic tdm gio’ Linda ng'6i trede ban phan, 14t dp mot quyén sach nhd bia da
that day, 16ng ngéng mé ra r'oi nhin mat minh trong gwong. Moi ¢6 bé mim
chiit va con nguroi trong mét co thu nhd lai.

“Minh s€ lam theé thoi...” c6 bé thi thao.

C&1i bd pyjama ra, Linda mic 4o tdm vao. N6 nhanh tay khodc 1én minh c4i
ao choang va budc day doi giay vai d& bén thirng dang mang trén chan.

N6 ra khédi phong r'6i di doc theo hanh lang. Cudi hanh lang d6 canh ctra
md ra ban cong dan t&i mot cAu thang & bén ngoai xudng thealng cdc tang da
bén dudi khach san. C6 mdt cdi thang nhd bang sit gin chit vao tang d4
dan xudng nwdc dwgre nhiéu khich tro ding khi mudn ngdm minh trwde
bira di€m tadm vi do' ma't thoi gian hon di xudng bai tdm chinh.

Khi Linda bit dau di xudng tir ban-cdng thi gip b dang di 1én.
“Con diy sm qua, di ngdm minh a?” 6ng bd hoi.
Linda git dau. Hai cha con di ngang qua nhau.

Tuy nhién thay vi ti€p tuc leo xudng tang d4, Linda lai di vong qua khach
san, t&i tan 161 mon din xudng con dwdng dip cao ndi khach san véi dat
lién. Thuy tri€u dang 1én va con dwong &y bi ngdp nwdc, nhung chiéc
thuyén chd khach tro dwgc budc vao mot ciu tau nho. Lic d6 ngwoi phu
trach viéc &y vang mit. Linda Ién thuyeén, thdo diy budc réi ty minh chéo
qua.



N6 budc chit chiéc thuyén & bo bén kia, di bd 1én con dd'c qua gara cla
khach san roi di ti€p tdi tAn cira hang bach hoa.

N 7

Ba chil tiém vira m&i ha ctira chdp xu6ng va dang ban quét san nha. Ba c6
vé kinh ngac khi trong thdy Linda:

“Nay chdu, dy sé'm that day.”

Linda cho tay vio tii 40 choang tim, 13y ra mot mé& tién. No tién t&i d&
mua hang.

Christine Redfern dang ding trong phong Linda khi ¢6 bé vé t&i.

“Oi, chau day roi,” Christine kéu 1én. “Co ctr twdng chdu van chua thirc
day chit.”

“Khong, chau vwra di tam bién a,” ¢d bé noi.

P&’y thay cai goi trén tay Linda, Christine ngac nhién néi: “Bwu dién hdm
nay dén so'm that.”

Linda d6 mit, ludng cudng. N6 von c6 tinh hay bon ch'dn lo 1ing nén géi
hang tudt khoi tay. Soi ddy mdng manh bj dirt va mot s6" mon trong goéi lan
ra san nha.

Christine kéu 1én:

“Chéau mua nén lam gi theé?”

Nhung d€ cho c6 bé bot budn, Christine khong doi tra 1o ma néi ti€p trong
khi gitip nhdt 1€én may cay nén 1&€n khodi san nha:

“C6 vao de hdi chau sang nay ¢6 mudn cung c6 d&€n Viing Hai Au khong.
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C6 mudn phéc hoa & daYy.

Linda sot sdng nhan 1ov.



Vai ngay vira r'oi né da hon mét Tan thap tiung Christine di v€ phac hoa r'oi.
Christine v& ciing khong chuyén gi, nhung chic cd vé 1a d€ ton lai niém
kiéu hanh tw khi ch'ong c6 gio’ ddy danh hét thoi gian d€ di voi Arlena
Marshall.

Thei gian qua, Linda Marshall mdi ngay mot rau ri va cdu kinh hon. Co bé
thich di v&i Christine vi ¢d 4y mai mé cong viéc nén ra't it néi. Linda cam
thd’y nhw vay ciing tdt, gan nhu & mot minh va that ky la la n6 khao khat
ki€u bau ban d6. Cé mdt mdi dong cdm siu sic gilra né va nguwdi phu nix
'y, c6 1€ do ca hai cam ghét mot nguoi.

Christine noéi: “Co s€ choi quan vot lic mwoi hai gior, vi thé chdng ta nén
khé&i hanh som. Mwoi gio’ reai duwge khong?”

“Pugc a. Chdu s& chudh bj sdn sang. Gip cd trong sanh nhé.”

Vira rao buwdc ra khodi phong an sau mot bira di€m tam ra't mudén, Rosamund
Darnley bj Linda dung phai khi ¢6 bé chay nhanh xudng cau thang.

“Oi, xin 10i ¢6 Darnley.”

Rosamund néi: “Buoi sang that dep troi, phai khong chau? Hau nhw khong
tin dwgrec sau mot ngay nhw hom qua.”

“Chdu biét a. Chdu sip di v&i cd Redfern d&n Viing Hai Au. Hen giip cd &y
lic muoi gio redi. Chac mudn ma't roi.”

“Chuwa dau, chi m&i mwei gio’ hai mwoi 1am thoi.”

“Oi! May qu4.”

C6 bé thd hon hén va Rosamund t0 mo hoi:

“Chau khong s6t d6 chir, Linda?”

Mt cd bé sang ruc va c6 hai mang mau tng do trén doi ma.

“(5, khong dau. Chau khong sot dau a.”



Rosamund mim cuwoi.

“That 1a m6t ngay qua dep nén c6 thirc diy d€ di dung di€m tam. CO6
thwong an sang trén giwvong. Nhwng hdm nay ¢6 di xudng do6i mat véi moén
trieng va thit lon mudi x6ng khéi nhe mét ngwoi dan éng.”

“Chau biét - sau ngay hdm qua qua tuyét voi. Buoi sang Viing Hai Au tuyét
lam. Chau s€ boi ra't nhi€u dau d€ da chuyén sang mau nau ro rét a.”

“Phai, Viing Hai Au that tuyét vao budi sdng. Va yén tinh hon bi bién &
day.”

Linda néi, ho1 bén 1én: “Co ciing dé€n nhé!”

Rosamund lic d4u. “Sang nay khong dwoc. Co ban viéc khdc roi.”
Christine Redfern di xudng cau thang. C6 mic bd pyjama di bien mém mai
rong thung thinh, c6 tay 4o dai va 6ng quan rdng bang cha't li€u mau xanh
14 v&i hoa ti€t mau vang.

Rosamund c& 1dm m&i khdng budt miéng néi vi Christine rang mau vang
va xanh 14 cay 1a hai mau hét strc khodng thich hop v&i nwdre da dep hoi

xanh xao cua co ta.

Van ludn byc minh khi thd’y ngwdi ta khong c6 y thirc vE quéan do dang
mac, Rosamund tham nght:

“Né&u minh gitip ¢d nang chon trang phuc thi chic tay ch'ong kia phai bat
diay ma ngam. Arlena thi dit ngdc nghé&ch nhung lai biét cach dn mic 1am.
C6 vg khon kho nay thi trong y hét nhw rau di€p héo.”

Co néi thanh 10i: “Pi choi vui vé nhé! Tdi ra Ganh Néng doc sach.”

Hercule Poirot dn sang trong phong nhw thwong 1€, voi ca phé va may
mi€ng banh mi.

Thé& nhung vé dep ctia budi sang lai kéo dng ra khoi khach san s¢m hon
thuong 1&. Ong xudng bii tim lic murdi gior, sém hon thwdng 1€ it nha't



ntra ti€ng dong h'6. Bai tam tr6ng vang, chi ¢c6 mot ngwori.

Nguoi d6 1a Arlena Marshall.

Mic 4o tdm mau trang, dau ddi cdi nén Trung Hoa, c6 ta dang cd dwa cdi be
g0 mau trang xudng nwde. Poirot lich thiép t&i gidp, doi giay da trang mém

muot nhw nhung chim dwdi nuwdrc.

Co6 ta cam on 6ng voi mdt cdi li€c xéo. Ngay khi dang day be ra xa, c6 ta
goi:

“Ong Poirot 0i!”

Poirot lao t&i mép nwdc: “Gi vay, thwa ¢6?”

“Giup to1 mot viec, dwgre khong?”

“Viéc gi cling dvoc.”

C6 ta mim cuwoi voi Ong, thi thao:

“Pung cho ba't cit ai biét tdi & dau nhé!” Cd ta ngwde mat ¢6 y khan cau.
“Ai cling theo doi xem t6i di dau. T6i chi mudn di mot minh chi it mot Tan
nay thoi.”

Co ta cheo di that manh tay.

Poirot di 1én bai bién. Ong 14m bam tw nhi:

“Ah ca, jamais. Minh khong tin chuyén do6 dau, par exemple.”

Ong ch:flng tin chuyén Arlena Stuart, goi theo nghé danh ctia ¢6 ta, trong
doi minh lai ¢6 ldc mudn & mdt minh.

Hercule Poirot 12 ngudi ranh 1& sy doi nén biét thira. Chic chin Arlena
Marshall dang c6 hen va Poirot biét ra't r6 hen vdi ai.



Hay 0ng twdng la minh bi€t rd, nhung O6ng lai phat hién ngay tai d6 minh da
sai [am.

Ba&i vi ngay khi c0 ta dap dénh vong qua mii da't cda vinh va ma't dang thi
ch'ong c6 ta — Kenneth Marshall — theo sat sau lwng Patrick Redfern tw

khach san rdo bud'c xudng bai bién.

Marshall gat dau chao tham t. “Chao 6ng Poirot. C6 thdy vo t6i & dau
quanh day khong?”

Cau tra loi caa Poirot ra't ngoai giao.
“Vay la ba nha diy som qua nhi?”

“Co0 &y khong ¢6 trong phong.” Anh ta ngwdre nhin troi. “Mot ngay that
dep. T6i sé tim ngay tirc thi. Sdng nay phdi ddnh may ra't nhiéu.”

Patrick Redfern, it c&i m& hon, hét ngé 1€n r'éi lai nhin xudng bai bien.
Anh ta ng'6i xudng gan Poirot va chuan bj san sang d€’ doii nhan tinh toi.

“Co nha dau r'6i?” Poirot hdi. “C6 &y cling ddy som hay sao?”

“Christine 4? Oi, vor t6i di vé r'oi. Dao nay cd &y lai mé vé€.” Anh ta dap c6
vé sOt rudt, tam tri rd rang d€ ¢ dau dau.

Thoi gian qua di, anh ta d€16 ra mot cach qua thé thi€n chuyén minh dang
nong 1ong doi Arlena dén. Moi TAn nghe ¢4 ti€ng budc chin, anh ta lai hdm
hé quay déu lai xem ai dang ti khach san di xudng.

Tha't vong cr ti€p ndi tha't vong.

Trudece tién 1a vor ch'ong nha Gardener v&i ddy da d6 dan len va sach, roi
sau d6 co6 Brewster t&i noi.

Van siéng ndng nhw tir tredre tG1 gior, ba Gardener ng'di vao cdi gh& clia
minh, bat ddu vira nhanh nhen dan len vira néi chuyén:

“Nay 6ng Poirot! Sdng nay bdi bién ving that d’y. Moi ngudi dau ca roi?”



Poirot tra 1oi rang hai gia dinh Masterman va Cowan, ca ddm nguoi tré
tudi, da Ién thuyén bu'ém di choi ca ngay.

“Vi sao khong nghe ti€ng ho cwoi va goi nhau o1 ¢i & quanh day lai thdy
hoan toan khéc hin nhi? Va chi ¢6 mot ngwrdi xudng tim 1a dai dy
Marshall.”

Marshall Iic nay da boi xong. Anh vira di 1€n bai bi€n vira vung vay cai
khén t&m.

“Sang nay dwdi bi€n kha t6t,” anh néi. “That khong may t6i c6 ra't nhiéu
viéc phai 1am. Phai bét tay vao viéc thoi.”

“A, nhw th& that qud té nh1 dai iy Marshall? Vao m6t ngay dep troi nhw
the’ nay ntra. Oi chao, chang phai hdm qua qua khing khi€p hay sao? T6i da
noéi v&i Ong nha tdi néu thoi tiét e ti€p tuc nhw thé’, chidng t6i phai rovi
khoi day thdi. That 1a chan khi tha'y swong mu khip noi trén ddo. Khién ta
c6 mot cam giac that quai dan, nhung tdi van ludn ngo vie khi troi mai tue
khi con bé. Doi khi t6i vAn cdm tha’y phai hét 1én, hét 1én mai mdi dwge. Va
ta't nhi€én cha t6i ra't bwc minh chealng chiu ndi. Nhwrng me t6i 1a mot phu ntv
dang yéu va ba néi v&i cha toi: Sinclair a, néit con bé cdm thdy nhw thé’thi
cie dé’cho no lam nhw thé’. La hét la cdch nd bay t0 y kién ciia no. Va tat
nhién 12 cha to6i dong y. Ong hét 1ong yéu quy me tdi va lam moi viéc ba
bdo. Ho 12 mot ciip d6i hoan hio dang yéu, chic chin dng Gardener ciing
dong y voi toi. Ho 1a mdt doi vor chong déc biét ra't hi€m co, phai vay
khong Odell?”

“Phai, em yéu a,” 6ng chong dap.
“Con con gai 6ng sang nay dau r'o6i, dai uy Marshall?”
“Linda a? T6i khong biét. Chic né dang di loanh quanh dau da’y trén ddo.”

“Ong biét d6, dai dy Marshall 2, toi trong con bé &y ¢6 hoi tiéu tuy. N6 ¢én
dwoe bdi dwong va doi xir hét strc cam théng.”

Kenneth Marshall néi cdc 16¢c: “Linda khong sao ca.”



Anh ta d1 1én khach san.

Patrick Redfern khong xudng nwdc. Anh ta hét ng'6i chd nay roi chd no,
ngéng vé phia khach san mot céch 16 liéu. Trong anh ta bit dau cé vé hoi
quau quo.

Co Brewster that hoat bt vui twoi khi t¢1 noi. Cudc chuyén trd van sdi noi
nhw vao budi sang tred'c d6. Ba Gardener van huyén thién ban chuyén
phi€m, con c6 Brewster thi cir dot nhién 1on ti€ng ndi cut nglin ngat ngang.

Sau cuing ¢6 ta nhan xét: “Bai bi€n ¢ vé hoi tréng vang. Moi nguoi di
ngam canh ca roéi hay sao?”

Ba Gardener dép:

“T6i vira n6i v&i Ong nha t6i m&i sang hom nay thoi, don gian la chiing toi
phai di du ngoan 1én ving Dartmoor. Hét strc gan va néu két hop cling di
ca thi that 1a qua 1ang man. T6i mudn tham quan céi nha tu ay - &
Princetown, phai khong? Em nghi minh nén thu x&€p ngay va mai s€ di dé€n
do, Odell a.”

“Phai, em yéu,” 6ng ch'ong dap lai.
Hercule Poirot néi v&i cd Brewster:
“C0 s€ xudng tam chir, Mademoiselle?”

“Oi, t6i dd ngdm minh tredc bira di€m tadm roéi. Ai dd’y con suyt lam t6i vo
dau vi mot cdi chai. Virt ra tor mot cira sO ctia khach san.”

Ba Gardener néi: “Lam th& nguy hi€m hét stec. T6i c6 mdt dng ban ra't than
bj dong ndo chi vi mot 6ng kem bang thiéc rovi tring dng Ay lic dang &
ngoai phd - ném ra tr mot ctra sO & tang thir ba mwoi sdu. Mot viéc hét sirc
nguy hiém. Ong &'y d4 bi tn hai ra't 16n.” Ba bit 4u luc loi trong nhirng
cudn len ctia minh. “Nay Odell, chic em d3 khong 14’y cudn len mau dd tia
thi nhi &y. O trong ngin kéo thi nhi cia ban gid’y trong budng ngd, hay c6
the’ & trong ngan kéo thir ba.



“Phai, em yéu a.”

Ong Gardener ngoan ngoin dirng ddy va di vé khéch san tim. Ba vo néi
tiep:

“Podi khi téi nghi c6 1€ ngay nay ching ta dang di hoi qué xa. Nhirng gi
chic hén x4y ra trong khi tréi v&i tA't ca nhitng phat kién vi dai ca ching
ta va tA't ca nhirng song dién, qua tinh t6i teng nghi diéu &y sé dan dén rat
nhi€u ba't on tinh than. Toi that sy cam thay c6 1€ da dén lic phai gii mot
thong diép m&i cho nhan loai. T6i khong 16, 6ng Poirot a, dng da bao gior
quan tdm dén nhirng loi tién tri tie cac kim tw thap hay chwa.”

“Chua a,” Poirot dap.

“A, t0i xin bio dam véi 6ng chiing rat rat thi vi. Piéu gi xay dén véi
Matxcova & dich xdc mot trim dim ding hwéng béc clia - ma cla cdi gi
nhi? - ¢6 phai 1a Nineveh khong nhi? - nhwng du sao di nira cir v€ mot vong
tron va né cho tha’y nhirng diéu dang ngac nhién nha't - va c6 the’ tha'y r6
chic hén da c6 chi dan dic biét, va nhirng nguoi Ai Cap co dai 8y khong
thé’ nao hoan toan ty nghi ra ta't ca nhirng viéc ho da lam dworc. Va khi da di
vao 1y thuy€t vé cac con s6 va y nghia bi€u treng ctia chiing, vi sao ta't ca
déu qud 1o rang t&i ndi tdi khong the nao hi€u sao ai d6 lai ¢ th€ hoai nghi
s that vé diéu do trong chd'c lat chir.”

Ba Gardener tam dirng lai c¢6 vé dic thing, nhung ca Poirot 13n ¢d Brewster
déu khong tha’y hing thi d€ tranh luin vé van dé do.

Poirot rau ri sim soi ddi gidy da tring mwot nhr nhung ctia minh.
Emily Brewster hdi: “Ong da mang giay 16i xu6ng nwdc sao, dng Poirot?”
Poirot khé ddp: “Chao 61! T61 da so suat.”

Emily Brewster ha giong: “Séng nay & m6i chai dan 6ng cia ching ta dau
roi? A dén muon.”



Ba Gardener nhwén mét 1&n khdi mé @6 dan len d€ ngé6 ky Patrick Redfern,
thi thao:

“Tréng anh ta y hét mot ddm may gidng. Troi o, qua toi cdm thay toan bd
chuyén nay that qua dang thwong. T6i ty hdi dai iy Marshall nght gi vEé ta't
ca chuyén nay. Ong &y 12 mot ngwdi tram ling ti t& - mot ngwdi Anh rat
ding myc va khong he ty phu. That chging thé nao biét 6ng &y dang nghi

N

gl.
Patrick Redfern ditng ddy r'oi bat dau di lui di t&i trén bai biéh.
Ba Gardener lai thi thao: “Gi6ng hét mot con ho.”

Ba ciip mét quan sdt tirng bude di clia anh ta. Sy soi méi ctia ho 1am cho
Patrick Redfern c¢6 vé khé chiu. Trong anh ta gio ddy con hon la quau quo
ntra. C6 vé nhw dang birng birng néng gian.

Trong khung cénh tinh ldng, mot h'6i chudng di€m gio’ tee da't Iién mo’ hG
vang dén tai ho.

Emily Brewster n6i nho:

“Lai c6 gi6 t hwong déng. La diém td't khi nghe rd chuéng nha tho di€ém
may gio.”

Chang ai n6i gi ntra cho t&i khi dng Gardener quay lai v&i mdt cudn len
mau do tia ruc ro.

“Sao thé” Odell? Anh di 1au qua!”

“Xin 16i em yéu, nhung né khong hé & trong ban gid'y cia em. Anh tim
tha’y né trong ngan ti 4o ctia em d6.”

“A, th& chflng qua la thwong hay sao? Pang 1€ em khdng dwoc khéng dinh
da bd né vao ngin kéo ban gidy. That may mén vi chwra bao gio phai cho
151 khai trede toa. Chi t& gdy ric rdi cho chinh minh dé&n chét di duworc
trong treong hop khéng nho ra di€u gi d6 that dich xac.”



“Ba nha t6i ra't c6 lvong tam do a,” chdong ba néi.
Chwrng nam phit sau Patrick Redfern hoi:

“Sang nay c6 cheo thuyén khong, c6 Brewster? Co phién khong né€u t61 di
cung voi ¢6?”

Co Brewster hon hé dap: “Rat vui long.”
“Ta hay chéo thuyén quanh ddo nay!” anh ta d€ nghi.
C6 Brewster xem dong ho deo tay:

“Con thoi gian khong nhi? Oi con da’y, chwra muroi mot gior redi ma. Nao,
ta khai hanh thoi!”

Ho cung di xudng bai bién.

Patrick Redfern cdm mai chéo quat nwdc lwot dau tién. Anh ta ch¢o mdt cai
that manh. Chi€c thuyén lao toi trede.

Emily Brewster n6i vé hai long:
“To't. B xem anh c6 duy tri dwoec nhw thé hay khong?”
Anh ta nhin c6 cwrdi ngao nghé, tinh than da kha hon.
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“C06 1€ toi s€ c¢6 nhiu vét bong gidp lic ching ta trd vE.” Anh ta ngang dau
1€n, ha't mai téc den ra dang sau. “Chuia o1, that 1a mot ngéy tuyét dieu! Neéu
qua ¢6 duwoc mot ngay he dich thye & xir Anh nay thi chang ché vao dau
dwoc.”

Emily Brewster néi thit cdc cin:

“Theo ¥ tdi thi cha dAu bang nudc cit Anh. La noi ddng song & trén doi.”

“T6i d6ng y v&i ¢6.”



Ho vong qua mili da't vé huwdng tay roi cheo thuyén bén dudi cac vach da.
Patrick Redfern ngwdc nhin 1én:

“S4ng nay c6 nguoi trén Ganh Ning w? C6 mdt chiétc 6 che ning kia.
Chang bi€t la ai nra?”
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“Chéc 1a co6 Darnley. C6 &y c6 1am #n v&i Nhat Ban day.
Ho chéo thuyén ti€n 1én men theo bor bi€n. Bén trdi ho 1a bién khoi.

“Le& ra minh vong theo hwdng kia méi phai chir? Emily Brewster néi.
“Cheo phia nay bi ngwo'c dong mat.”

“Khong c6 hai leu & day dau. Téi tirng boii ra ddy ma c6 thd'y gi dau. Du
sao cling khong thé di hwdng kia, con dworng dip gid chwra bi ngap nude.”

“Di nhién la phu thudc thdy tri€éu nira. Nhwng ngwoi ta lic nao cling bao
tdm bién & Viing Tién that nguy hi€ém néu boi ra qud xa.”

Patrick vin dang che¢o manh tay, d0ng thoi chim chd xem xét tirng di€m
mot trén cac vach da.

Emily Brewster chot nghi tham

“Anh ta dang tim c6 v Marshall ddy ma. B&i thé” cho nén m&i mudn di
vé&i minh. Sdng nay ¢& 4 khong 16 mit ra khién anh chang ta thic méc
chaalng biét & dang lam gi. C6 1€ cd 4 ¢6 tinh lam thé&”. Chi 1a mot nwdre di cha
trd choi - nham 1am cho anh ta say mé hon nira.”

Ho vong qua miii d4 phia nam cua cdi vinh nhé xiu tén 1a Viing Tién. B6 la
mot cdi vinh nhd xiu v&i nhitng hon d4 rai rdc khip trén bii bién that 1a ky
di. Gan nhu n6 quay vé hudng tiy bic va cdc vach dd nho ra kha nhiéu &
phia trén. Mot noi dwoee wa thich nha't d€ dung cac bira da ngoai. Vao buoi
sang khi troi khong budng ndng né khong dwore moi nguedi wa thich va
hi&€m khi ¢6 ai t&i do.

Thé nhung vao dip nay lai c6 mot nguoi trén bai bién.



Tay chéo cuia Patrick Redfern khyng lai r'oi tré lai binh thwong. Anh ta hoi
v&i giong diéu 1am ra vé ngiu nhién:

“Nay nay, a1 day?”

Co Brewster néi tinh kho:

“Trong nhw vor cia Marshall.”

Patrick Redfern néi nhw th€ vira ndy ra y nghi &y: “Ciing ¢6 vé th&".”

Anh ta d6i hwdng, chéo thuyén vao bo.

Emily Brewster phan déi: “Ta ching mudn 1én bo & day, phai khong nao?”
Patrick nhanh nhau ddp: “Oi, con 1&'m thoi gian kia ma.”

M4t anh ta nhin vao mét c6 - ¢6 g1 6 trong doi mét 4y, mot cdi nhin ngay
dai van nai gan giong nhw dnh mat ctia mgt con ch6 bat hanh khi€n Emily
Brewster lang thinh. C6 thdm nght:

“Tdi nghiép anh chang bé 1am qu4 th& roi! Oi trdi, danh bé tay thoi. Roi
anh ta s€ vueot qua thoi.”

Chié&c thuyén dang nhanh chéng cip bo.

Arlena Marshall dang nim s&p trén bai d4 cudi, hai c4nh tay dang ra. C4i be
gd mau tring da dwoc kéo 1én gan do.

C6 gi d6 lam cho Emily Brewster ban khodn. Nhw th€’ cd dang nhin mot thir
minh nhén biét hét sirc ré rang nhung vé mat nao do lai sai bét.

Chwrng mdt hai phit sau ¢d mdi nghi ra.
Tuw th& clia Arlena Marshall 13 ctia mdt ngwdi dang tim ning. C6 4 ting

nam nhw th& nhiéu Ian trén bai bien gan khach san, than minh mau dong
thau dudi dai ra va cdi non bing bia ctrng xanh luc che phan d4u va cd a.



Nhwng chang hé ¢6 nang trén Bai Tién, va trong ma’y gio’ nira cling chuwra
c6. Cac vach da nho ra & phia trén che nang cho bai bién vao buoi sang.
Mot cam giac s¢r hdi mo h'd bao trum Ién Emily Brewster.

Chi€c thuyén tap lén bai da cudi. Patrick Redfern goi:
“Nay nay, Arlena!”

Va roi ti€n doan cua Emily Brewster dinh hinh ro rét. B&i vi cai hinh dang
nam d6 chiang hé dong day hay dép lai.

Co tha'y mit Patrick Redfern bién sic. Anh ta nhdy ra khoi thuyén va co
theo sau. Ho 16i thuyén 1én bo' r'di bit dau di 1én bai bién t&i chd cai hinh
ddng mau tring ndm im lim va khdng c6 d4p ing & gan chan vich da.

Patrick Redfern d&n d6 treéc nhung Emily Brewster theo st ding sau anh
ta.

Co trong thay nhu trong mo’ nhitng tay chan mau d6ng thau, cdi 4o tim hé
lung mau tring - mé téc quin mau dd 16 ra bén dudi cdi nén mau xanh

ngoc thach - con thdy mot diéu khéac nwra - cach canh tay dang ra that ky la,
khong ty nhién. Cam thay trong gidy phit d6 cdi than xdc 4y dd khong nim

xudng ma bi ném di...

C6 nghe giong Patrick - chi 1a mét ti€ng théu thao khi€p dam. Anh ta quy
sup xudng bén canh hinh hai bat dong &Yy - so ban tay - canh tay...

“Lay Chua t61, c0 &y chétroi...”

R01 sau d6 khi nha’c cai noén Trung Hoa 1€n mdt chut, anh ta hé nhin vao cai
cO:

“Oi Chda o1, cd a'y bi si€t co... bi gi€t.”
Trong nhitng khodnh khéc nhuw th&’, thoi gian dwdng nhur dirng lai.

V&i mot cadm gidc ky quac nhw the’ khdng c6 that, Emily Brewster nghe
giong minh cat 1én:



“Khong duoc dung vao ba't ¢ cdi gi... cho t¢i khi canh sat dén!”
Patrick dép lai nhw cai may:

“Khong - khong - di nhién 1a khong.” R'6i n6i voi giong théu thao khd dau
sau sic. “Ai? Ai? Ai lai c¢6 th€ 1am thé nay v&i Arlena chit? Khong phai co
a'y vira bi sat hai. Day khong the€'1a sy that!”

Emily Brewster lic d4u, hoan toan khong biét phai néi gi d& dap lai.

C6 nghe anh ta hit vao mot ho'i - nghe thdy con gian dw dién cu'ong da kim
nén hét muc trong giong ndi cda anh ta:

“Lay Chua t61, n€u chinh tay t61 tom dworc tén dc 6n t061 bai da lam chuyén
nay!”

Emily Brewster rung minh. Tri twedng trong cia c¢d hinh dung mot ga sat
nhan dang lan tr6n sau mdt trong nhirng tang da mon kia. R'6i cd nghe
giong minh cat 1én:

“Ké nao lam chuyén 8y hin khong con quanh quan dau day. Phai goi canh
sat dén thoi. Co 1€...” cd phan van do dy - “mot trong hai chiing ta phai &
lai voi - vOi cdi xdc.”

“T61 s€ & lai,” Patrick Redfern néi.

Emily Brewster khé thé phao nhe nhom. Tuy khong phai loai phu nir s€
thtra nhan minh thay so’ hai, nhwng ¢6 thdm cam on vi khong phai tiép tuc
& lai trén bai bién mot minh v&i kha niing ké giét ngwdi cudng dai kia van
dang na'n nd ngay gan do.

Co n6i: “T6t. Toi s€ nhanh hét mirc ¢6 th€ dwgre. SE chéo thuyén di. Khong
kham noi cdi thang kia dau. C6 it nha't mét vién canh sat & Vinh
Leathercombe nay.”

Patrick Redfern khé€ n6i nhw cai may:

“Phai - phai, ctr lam ba't cr di€u gi cd cho la t6t nha't!”



Khi chéo that manh tay ra xa bor, Emily Brewster tha’y Patrick sup xudng
bén canh & dan ba da ch&t va ip mat vao I'ong ban tay. Thai do cua anh ta
c6 gi d6 qua kho dau vo vong khi€n cd cam thdy mot ni€ém thwong cam
mién cwong. Trong anh ta gidng hét modt con chd dang canh chirng bén
canh ba chti da chét. Tuy thé lwong tri ngay that ciia cd dang ndi voi co:

“C0 1€ diéu to't dep nha't da xdy dén v&i anh ta va ¢6 vor - v&i cd Marshall
va con bé nira - nhwrng minh khong nght anh ta c6 th€ hi€u dwgc, anh chang

dang thwong ay.”

Emily Brewster l1a phu nir ¢6 kha nang &ng phé trong tinh huéng khan cap.



5

Thanh tra Colgate dirng quay lung vé phia vach da dgi vién trung silam
xong nhi€ém vu v&i cdi xac Arlena. Patrick Redfern va Emily Brewster dirng
gan sat mot bén.

Chong tay 1én g&i dirng ddy bang mdt dong tdc le lang, bac si Neasden néi:

“Bj siét ¢ - bing mot ddi ban tay khd khod. C6 Ay hinh nhw khong viing
vay chdng cu lai nhiéu 1dm. BAt ngd bi tAn cong. Hirm - a - vy nay that
kinh tém.”

Emily Brewster nhin qua mot lwg't roi ngoanh di that nhanh khong nhin mat
ngwoi da chét. Nét mat nhan nhé dé tia &y that dang so.

Thanh tra Colgate hoi:

“Con thoi di€m tir vong thi sao?”

Bac si Neasden cau kinh dép:

“Khong th€ xac dinh khi chwa bi€t thém thong tin vEé nan nhan. Ra't nhiéu
y&u t& can phai tinh d&€n. D€ xem nao, by gio’ 1a mdt gio kém muoi 1am.
Lic 0ng phat hién c6 &y 1a maYy gio?”

La nguwoi dwoe hai, Patrick Redfern tra 1o that mor h'o:

“Pau do6 tred'e muroi hai gio. Téi khong biét dich xac.”

Emily Brewster néi: “Pich xac 1a mwoi hai gio kém muoi 1am khi chdng
to1 tha'y co ta da chét.”

“A ra 12 hai nguoi da cheo thuyén dén ddy. Khi tha’y c6 &y ndm & ddy 1a
maYy gio?”

Emily Brewster ngdm nghi r'oi dédp:



“Xin thwa, ching t6i vong qua miii dat tredc da'y khoang ching nam hay
sau phit.” R6i quay sang Patrick ¢6 héi, “Anh d6ng y cht?”

Anh ta dép lai that mo’ h'o:
“Phai - phai - chic 12 khodng d6.”
Béc si ha giong héi thanh tra:

“Pay 1a 6ng chong a? Oi! Toi hidu roi. Téi nham. Cit twdng. Tai trong anh
ta suy sup qua.”

R'6i 6ng 1én giong quan chirc ndi ti€p:

“Ctt cho 12 muoi hai gic kém hai muroi di! Khong th€ b giét 1au 1dm trude
day. Tc la gitra ldc &y va mwoi mot gio’ - som nha't chi ¢6 the'la muwoi
mot gio’ kém muoi 1am.”

Thanh tra gd’p sO tay lai kéu mot cdi phap.

“Cam on. Piéu 2y s€ gitp ching tdi ra't nhiéu. Pat vy nay vao trong mot
gioi han ra't hep - da xac dinh 16 it hon mot gior dong h'6.”

Ong quay sang cO Brewster:

“T6i nghi cho d&n bay gio’ ta't ca da ro rang. C6 1a Emily Brewster va day la
ong Patrick Redfern, ca hai déu dang Iwu trd tai Khach san Hai Tac. Co
nhan dang nan nhan la khach ctung tro trong khach san véi ¢, 1a vor cia
mot dai dy tén la Marshall, ding khong?”

Emily Brewster gat dau.

Thanh tra Colgate no6i ti€p: “Nhuw thé thi to1 nghi ta s€ sang khéach san.”

Ong vAy tay ra hiéu cho mdt vién canh sat.

“Hawkes, ciu & lai day va dwng cho ba't ¢t ai I1én bo’ bi€n nay nhé! Toi sé
phai Phillips d&€n v&i cu sau.”



“Oi quy than oi!” dai td Weston kéu 1én. “Gip 6ng & day that qud bat ngo.”
Hercule Poirot dap lai loi chao cda cénh sat tredng theo mét kiéu cach
thich hop. Ong khé néi: “A phai d6, nhiéu nam r'oi, tw h'6i vu an & St.
Loo.”

“Tuy th& t6i van chwra quén. Chuyén ba't ngo nha't trong doi t6i da’y. Du sao
diéu toi chwra bao gio bd qua 12 cdi cdch 6ng phinh tdi vVé vu viéc & tang 1&

ay. Khong h€ ding quy trinh gi. Gidi that!”

“Tout de méme, mon colonel,” Poirot n6i, “di€u d6 cling dem lai nhirng két
qua tdt dep, khong phai vay sao?”

“U nhi, c6 th& nhw th&. Nhurng 18 ra ta nén dat dwoe nhitng két qua Ay bang
nhirng phwong phap chinh thdng hon méi phai.”

“Co6 th€ nhw vay,” Poirot dong y ki€u ngoai giao.

“Va gio’ 6ng dang & ngay chinh gitta mot 4n mang khac,” canh sat tredng
noi. “Co y ki€n gi vé vy nay khong?”

Poirot ddp chiam rai: “Chwa c6 gi rd rang - nhung thi vi.”

“S€ giup chuing td6i mdt tay chi?”

“Ong sé& cho phép, diing khong?”

“Ong ban than mé&n a, ra’t vui swéng dwoe dng gitip cho. VAn chwa biét ddy
da d€ quyét dinh ¢6 chuyén vu an nay cho Scotland Yard hay khong ntra.
C6 thé néi, hung tht chic chin dang & trong pham vi gidi han khd 18 rang.
Tuy nhién, td't cd nhirng ngwoi nay déu la nguoi la & day. Thé nén, d€ tim
hi€u vé ho va dong co’ cua ho ta phai di London thoi.”

Poirot néi: “Phai, ding vay dé.”

“Trwdc tién ta phai tim ra ai trong tha'y nan nhan Ian cudi cling khi co 8y
con sdng. Co hdu phong mang bira di€m tdm dén cho co Ay ldc chin gio.



Co6 gai trong van phong dwdi TAu thd’y cd &y di ngang qua sanh khéach san
r'oi ra ngoai khoang chirng muoi gio.”

“Ong ban a,” Poirot néi, “t6i cho rang t6i 1a ngwoi dong mudn tim d6.”
“Ong da trong tha'y cd Ay sang nay sao? Lic may gio?”

“Luc mwoi gior nam phut. Téi da gidp day be cho ¢6 &y xudng bi€n & bai
tam.”

“R'6i ¢6 &y cheo be di a?”

“Phai.”

“MOt minh sao?”

“Phai.”

“Ong c6 thay cb Ay di vé huwdng nao hay khong?”

“Co Yy tw tor cheéo vong qua mii da't d6 vé bén phai.”

“Ttc 1a vé hwdng Viing Tién w?”

“Phai.”

“Valic 8y 1a may gio?”

“Phai ndi 1a cd &y that sy rovi khoi bai bién ldic muoi gio mwoi lam.”
Weston dén do suy nghi.

“Ciing kh4 khép roi. Ong néi xem cd &y chéo dén cdi vinh nhd dd’y phai
ma't bao lau?”

“A, toi khong ranh chuyén d6. Chwa hé di thuyén hay phoi minh trén mot
cai be. C6 1€ ntra ti€ng d6ng h'6 w?”



“T6i nghi khoang ching d6,” dai td néi. “Chac co 8y chang cé gi voi vang.
A, ¢ &y dén noi lic mwoi mot gio kém muoi 1am thi kha an khop day.”
“Badc si ctia 6ng cho rang ¢6 &y chét lic may gio?”

“Oi, Neasden khong dam chac. M6t thang cha can trong. Muwoi mot gior
kém muoi ldm 1a gidi han sém nha't cta 6ng &Yy.”

Poirot gat dau noi:

“C6 mot di€m ntra tdi phai dé€ cdp. Khi roi di, nan nhan c6 nho tdi ding
cho ai biét 1a da gap c6 ay.”

Canh sat trerdng dam dam nhin Poirot.
“Hwm, cling goii ra kha nhiéu y dd'y, phai khong nao?”
Poirot khé dap: “Phai, chinh t6i ciling tirng nghi vay do6.”

Van vé ria mép, Weston néi: “Nay Poirot. Ong 14 ngwdi dan day kinh
nghiém. Arlena Marshall 12 loai phyu nir nhw thé nao?”

Mot nu cwoi thodng hién trén méi Poirot. éng hoi lai:
“Ong vin chwa nghe gi hay sao?”
Cénh sat tredng dap that lanh nhat:

“T6i bi€t nhirng gi cdc ba cdc ¢6 ndi vé cd &y. C6 bao nhiéu sy that trong
ay chr? Co &y ¢6 quan hé tinh 4i v&i anh chang Redfern &y a?”

“T6i xin néi chic chén 1 ding vay.”
“Anh ta di theo c0 8y toi day, hi?”
“Co6 ly do d€ gia dinh nhw vay.”

“Con nguoi ch'ong? Anh ta ¢6 biét hay khong? Cam tha’y thé nao?”



Poirot trd 101 chdm rai:

“That khong dé biét dai iy Marshall cdm tha’y ra sao hay nghi gi. Anh ta la
ngwoi khong d€16 cam xdc.”

Weston néi thit gay git: “Nhung dit sao di nira anh ta ciing c6 the c6 cdm
xudc chir.”

Poirot gat dau.
“A phai, anh ta c6 th€' cé cam xtc.”

Canh sat tredng dang x& sy that khon khéo ding nhw ban tinh ctia 6ng khi
lam viéc v&i ba Castle 1a chi nhan Khach san Héai Tédc va s& htru ca khu dat
ctia khach san. D6 1a mot phu ntr ngoai b6n muoi ¢é bd ngwe d6 sd, mai
toc nhudém dd qua sac s¢ va mot ki€u an ndi san so.

Ba ta dang ndi: “Mot chuyén nhw vay lai xay ra tai khach san cua toi! Toi
d4dm chéc day van ludn 12 noi yén tinh nha't roi. Nhitng ngudi tdi day déu
dwong hoang tir t& ma. Khong ¢c6 ma’y chuyén um stim - 6ng hi€u téi mudn
néi gi roi chir? Pau c¢6 gidng nhwr ma’y khach san 1én & St. Loo.”

“Hoan toan ding thé&’, ba Castle a,” dai ta n6i. “Nhung tai nan van xay ra &
cac ngdi nha - o - dwge ki€m soat to't nha't day.”

“T6i chdc chan thanh tra Colgate s& xdc nhan gitp.” Ba cht dwa 4nh mét
cau khan vé phia thanh tra dang ng6i ra't dwong bé ra ding mot quan chirc.
“Cir theo Iuit mon bai thi t6i 1a mdt trerong hop hét stee déc biét. Chwa bao
gior ¢ ba't cr chuyén nao trdi quy dinh.”

“Ping, ding,” canh sat trerd'ng Weston ndi. “Chiing t6i tuyét nhién khong
hé trach ctr ba, ba Castle a.”

“Nhwng chuyén dé qua c6 lam ma't uy tin mot co’ s& kinh doanh,” ba cha
néi, bd ngwe d6 s6 phap phong. “Khi t6i nghi t&i nhirng ddm déng ha hd'c
miéng On ao. Ta't nhi€n khong cé ai ngoai khach cta khach san dwgc & trén
ddo - nhung dii sao chéc chin ngwdi ta ciing sé t&i va chi trd tit bo bién.”



Ba rung minh.

Thanh tra Colgate thdy minh c6 cor hdi chuyén cudc dam thoai sang hwdng
¢6 lori. Ong néi: “Vé van dé ba vira néu 1én ay. Viéc cho nguoi 1én ddo. Ba
lam th& nao ngan ngwoi ta dwgc chi?”

“T6i c6 cach hét strc dac biét d€'lam chuyén do.”

“Phai da’y, nhung cu th€ ba dung nhirng bién phap gi thé”? Di€u gi ngan tror
ho? Nhitng ddm ddng di nghi heé tu tip khip noi dong nhu kigh Ay.”

Ba Castle lai khé nhun vai.

“D0 1a 101 ctia xe buyt ché khach di tham quan. Toi tirng thiy t&i muwdi tim
xe cung mot lic ddu gan bén tau & vinh Leathercombe. Muoi tdim xe 14n
do!”

“Pung thé". Ba lam cich nao ngan ho dén day?”

“B6 tri bang thdong bdo. R6i ta't nhi€n khi thuy tri€u 1én ching t6i bi cach
biét voi dat lién.”

“Phadi, nhwng lic thay tri€u xuéng thi sao?”

Ba cht gidi thich, & cudi con dwdong ddp din ra ddo c6 mdt céi cdng gin
bién Khdch san Hdi Tdac. Pat tw. Chi danh cho khdch san. Hai bén c6 da
nhd ra bién khi€n ngwoi ta khong tréo dworc.

“Du vay bat cwr ai cling c6 th€ di thuyén, t6i cho 1a vay, ho chéo quanh roi
1én mdt bor bién, phai khong a? Khéng thé nao ngan ho lam viéc d6. Ho ¢6
quyeén lui t&i trén bai bién. Ba khong th€ ngan ngwoi ta dung bai bié€n tai
khu vie gitta muyc nwdc 1€n va xudng trén bai bi€n.”

Thé& nhwng hinh nhw diéu nay ra't hi€m khi xay ra. Thuyén be c6 the€ vao
bén cang & Vinh Leathercombe, nhwng tr d6 phéi chéo di mot quang xa
mai toi ddo va ¢6 mot dong nwd'c ngadm chay xi€t ngay bén ngoai bén cang
d6. Con c6 cdc bang thdng bdo & c4 Viing Hai Au 14n Viing Tién géan céi



thang ntra. Ba néi thém George hoac William lic nao cling canh ching cdi
bdi tim & gAn da't lién nha't.

“George va William 1a ai?”

“George phu trach bii tim. C4u ta chim séc khach hang va quan 1y ma’y cdi
be. William 1a ngwoi lam viron. Cau ta lo gitr gin cac 161 mon, ghi di€m &
san quan vot va chi vay thoi.”

Pai t4 Weston sdt rudt néi: “A, dwdng nhw khd ro rang roi. Nhw thé khong
the€ n6i khong ai ¢ theé dén tr bén ngoai, nhwng ba't ctr ai lam vay déu c6
nguy co bi bét giip. Chiing toi s& hdi chuyén George va William ngay sau
day.”

Ba Castle n6i: “T6i khong wa ma’y ngwoi di du ngoan — mot ddm dong ra't
*on 20, va ho thwdng xuyén virt vé cam, hdp thudc 14 trén con duong dip,
liéng xudng gan cac tang da nhwng du sao toi ciing chwa bao gio’ nghi mét
nguwoi trong bon ho héa ra lai 1a ké gi€t ngwoi. Oi troi 61! Khing khié€p hét
néi ndi nira. MGt phu nhan nhw Arlena Marshall lai bi sat hai va diéu that sy
qué ghé ron -0 - 1a bi bép ¢0...”

Ba chli gan nhw khdng néi nén loi. Ba ndi ra diéu dé hét strc mién cuwdng.
Thanh tra Colgate xoa diu: “Phdi, da’y 1a mot vu viéc that doc ac.”

“Con ma’y to bdo nira. Khach san ctia t6i 1én bdo roi!”

Colgate thodng cwoi toe toét néi: “A, cling ¢6 the€ coi d6 1a quang cdo ma.”

Ba Castle nhom ding ddy. BO ngwc phap ph'dng va xwong cot to nhw cd voi
kéu ring ric. Ba néi lanh nhu bing:

“T6i khong wa cai ki€u quang cdo d6 dau, 6ng Colgate.”
bai td Weston dot nhién xen vao:

“Bay gio thi, ba Castle a, ba ¢6 danh sach khach dang lwu trd tai khach san
nhuw t61 yéu cau hay chwra?”



“Co6 day roi, thwa 6ng.”

Dai t4 Weston mai mé nghién ctru s& ding ky phong ctia khéch san. Ong
nhin sang Poirot la thanh vién thix tw ca nhém ngwoi dang tap hop trong
van phong gidm doc.

“C6 1€ bay gio dng c6 th€ gitp ching tdi xem xét ban danh sach nay.”
Ong ghi lai nhitng c4i tén.

“Con nhan vién thi sao?”

Ba chu dwa ra ban danh sach thir nhi:

“C6 bdn ¢6 hdu phong, ti€p vién tredng va ba ti€p vién dudi quyén Ong ta,
con ¢6 Henry trong quay regu. William lo viéc lau giay. Sau dé 1a ba bép
tredng va hai phu bép.”

“Con céc ti€p vien?”

“A, thwa 6ng, Albert 1a Mater Dotel, t&i 1am cho t6i tir khdch san Vincent &
cang Plymouth. Ong ta lam & d6 may nam. Ba ciu dudi quyén 6ng ta lam
& day da ba nam - mdt cau da b6n nam. Ho 1a nhirng chang trai ra't ti t&,
hét sirc ding ddn. Henry da & day tir khi khach san m&i khai treong. Anh
ta ra’'t thong thudc noi nay.”

Dai t4 git dau. Ong néi véi Colgate:

“C6 vé on roi. D1 nhién 6ng s€ ki€m tra vé ho. Cam on ba Castle.”

“Po 1a ta't ca nhirng gi 6ng doi hdi hay sao?”

“Vao lic nay thi ding the".”

Ba cht ra khdi phong, xwong cot kéu ring ric.

“Viéc triedre tién phai lam 1a néi chuyén véi dai dy Marshall,” Weston noi.



DPai dy Marshall than nhién ng6i trd 101 cac cau hoi dit ra cho minh. Ngoai
nét mat hoi danh lai hon mot chait, anh ta hoan toan binh than. Nhin anh ta
khi 4nh néng roi 1én khuoén mit qua ctra s&, ta nhan ra day 1a mot ngudi dep
trai. Nét miit thang thin d6, d6i mit xanh kién dinh, c4i miéng that kién
quy€t. Giong anh trim a'm vui two'i.

Dai t4 Weston dang néi: “Tdi ra't thong cam, dai iy Marshall a, chic hin
voi 6ng day 1a mot ci s6¢ khing khié€p. Nhwng 6ng ciing nhan thay toi
néng long mudn cé duge thong tin day da nha't cang sé'm cang tot.”
Marshall gat dau. “T6i hoan toan hi€u dworc. Xin cir ti€p tuc!”

“Co nha la vo tht nhi ctda 6ng a?”

“Phai.”

“Va ong ba da k&t hon bao 1au roi?”

“M&i hon bon nam.”

“Va trede khi két hon, ba Ay tén 1a gi?”

“Helen Stuart. Nghé danh cua c6 ay la Arlena Stuart.”

“Cd nha tirng 1a dién vién a7

“Co &Yy tng gép mat trong cdc man tap ky va ca nhac.”

“Co nha da tw bd san kha'u lic két hon a?”

“Khdng, ¢d &y van tiép tuc bi€u dién. That ra chi gidi nghé c4ch day chirng
mot nam rwdi thoi.”

“C6 ly do didc biét nao khién c6 nha gidi nghé khong?”
Kenneth Marshall c¢6 vé din do suy nghi.

“Khong,” anh néi. “Co &y chi bdo la chén ta't ca roi.”



“Khong phai 1a - o - 1a tun theo woc mudn dac biét cia 6ng hay sao?”
Marshall nhwén may. “Oi, khong dau.”
“Ong di bing 1ong d&€ cho c6 nha ti&p tuc bi€u dién sau khi k&t hon 4?2~

Marshall bat cwoi. “Téi thich ¢6 &y tw bd hon - ding thé” ddy. Nhwng t6i da
khong lam am 1 vi chuyén 2y.”

“Chuyén &y khong gy ra bat d6ng gi gitra hai ngwoi sao?”
“D1 nhién la khong. Vo toi ty do lam gi c6 2y thich.”

“Va cudc hon nhan &y that sy hanh phuc a?”

Kenneth Marchall lanh lung d4p: “D1 nhién.”

Dai ta Weston tam dirng mot 14t r'6i hoi:

“Pai iy Marshall nay, 6ng c¢6 nghi ra ké nao c6 th€ gi€t vgr 6ng hay
khong?”

Cau tra loi d@én ngay khong chit chan chw do du:

“Chfmg ké nao cd.”

“C0 2y ¢6 ké thu nao khong?”

“C6 the.”

“Hk?”

Marshall néi ti€p that nhanh:

“Purng hi€u TAm t6i, thwa dng! Vo toi tirng 12 dién vién. C6 Ay con 1a mot
phu ntr ra't dep ntra. Hai diém 2’y thoi la ¢ &y da tao ra suy ghen ghét va do

ky & mot mirc do nha't dinh r'oi. Pa c6 nhitng chuyénam 1 vé cdc vai dién -
da c6 sw ganh dua tr nhirng phu nir khac - phai néi da c6 kha nhiéu ganh ti



néi chung, thit han, dc y. Nhung diéu &'y khong c6 nghia 12 ai lai c¢6 kha
nang cO'y sat hai co 8y.”

Hercule Poirot [an dau ti€n 1€n ti€ng:

“Préu Ong that sy mudn néi, Monsieur, ké thu cua cd nha hau hét hodc toan
bd déu la phu nw.”

Kenneth Marshall quay sang nhin 6ng:

“Phai. La th&"daYy.”

Canh sat tredng hoi tiép:

“Ong khong biét ngudi dan 6ng nio cé 4¢ cam véi cd Ay 4?7
“Khong.”

“C0 &y ¢6 quen biét twr tredre voi ai trong khach san nay hay khong?”

“T6i tin ¢6 &y ting gdp Ong Redfern trede day - trong mdt bira tiéc cocktail
nao da’y. Theo nhw t6i dwoee bi€t thi chang c6 ai khéc ca.”

Weston tam dirng lai. Dwong nhw 6ng can nhic ¢ nén tiép tuc theo dudi dé
tai d6 hay khong. R6i 6ng quy€t dinh khong theo chiéu huong a'y.

“Bay gio ta néi d&€n chuyén sang hom nay,” 6ng néi. “Ong trong thad’y vor
minh Tan cud1 vao lic nao?”

Marshall tam dirng mot 14t r'oi tra lovi:

“T6i ghé qua c6 &y trén dwong xudng dung bra di€m tam...”
“Xin 161, vor chong 6ng & hai phong riéng biét a?”

“Phai.”

“Va Idc Ay 1a may gior?”



“Chéc han ching chin gid.”
“C0 4y dang lam gi?”
“Pang m@& céc bic thw.”
“C0 ay c6 noi gi khong?”

“Chaalng cé gi dac biét dang chid y ca. Chi la chao nhau thoi - dai loai nhw
the”

“Bo dang cb &y thé’ nao? Khong nhw thwong 1€ a?”
“Khong. Hoan toan binh thwong.”

“C0 &y khong c6 vé bj kich dong, bu'én chan hay rdi loan ba't cir ki€u nao
a?r’

“Qua that t6i khong d€’y.”

Hercule Poirot hai:

“C0 nha khong @€ cap gi t&i ndi dung cac 14 thw sao?”
Mot nu cwoi lai thoang hién trén moi Marshall. Anh ta dap:
“Theo nhw t6i con nhé, ¢6 &y bao ta't ca déu la héa don.”
“Vo Ong an sang trén giwvong a?”’

“Phai.”

“Luc nao cting nhw viy hay sao?”

“Ching hé thay d6i.”

Poirot lai hoi:

“Vor 6ng theong xudng Tau lic may gio?”



“Oi! Khodng mudi, mwdi mot gior - thwong gan mwdi mot gio hon.”
Poirot héi ti€p:

“Néu cd nha di xudng ding mwoi gio, thi 6ng s€ kha ngac nhién ch?”
“Phai. Co &y khong thwong xudng Tau sodm nhw thé’,

“Nhung sdng nay c¢6 nha lai lam nhw vay. Ong nghf 12 tai sao, dai dy
Marshall?”

Marshall tra 1o khdng chit cam xuc:

“T6i khong biét dau. C6 the' do thoi ti€t - mot ngay dep troi. The thoi.”
“Ong da khong tréng thay ¢d nha?”

Hoi x€ dich mot chut trén gh€’, Kenneth Marshall dép:

“Lai ghé vao phong cd &y sau bira di€m tam. Phong trong khong. T6i hoi
ngac nhién mot chut.”

“R'6i sau d6 6ng xudng bai bien hoi t6i ¢6 tha’y cd nha hay khong a?”

“O - phai.” Anh ta néi thém, van v&i giong ¢6 ¥ nha'n manh. “Va dng néi 1a
khong thay.”

Anh mét 1am ra vé v6 can cta Hercule Poirot khong hé dao dong. Ong vudt
nhe bd ria khoa treong ctia minh.

Weston hoi:
“Ong c6 1y do dic biét nao ma di tim vor sdng hom nay khong?”
Marshall li€c nhin sang canh sét tredng, tra 1oi nha nhén:

“Khong a. Chi ty hdi cd &y dang & dau, c6 the thoi.”



Weston tam dwng lai, hoi xé dich cai gh€’. Giong 6ng chot ha xu6ng mot
tong khac han:

“Lic ndy, dai iy Marshall a, dng c¢6 nhic d&n chuyén cd nha titng quen biét
trede v&i dng Redfern. C6 nha ¢6 quen than 1dm véi dng Redfern khong?”

Kenneth Marshall noi:

“T6i hit thudc c6 phién khong a?” Anh ta mo tim khip céc tdi. “Chét tiét!
To6i da d€'lac ong di€u dau ma't r'oi.”

Poirot moi anh ta mdt di€u thud’c. Anh ta nhan 187y, do't 1én r'o6i tra lovi:

“Ong vira hoi vé Redfern. Vo toi cho tdi biét di tinh c&* gdp anh ta trong
mot brra ti€c cocktail hay gi gi da’y.”

“Nhu th€ dng ta chi 1a chd ngiu nhién quen biét a?”
“T61 tin nhw the.”

“KE€tw ldc &Yy...” canh sat tredng ding lai mot 1at r'oi ndi ti€p, “theo toi
hi€u thi sy quen biét &'y da chin mu'6i thanh diéu gi da'y kha gan giii hon.”

Marshall néi gay git:
“Ong hi€u nhw th& that sao? Ai dd néi véi dong nhw the?”
“Pa’y la chuyén ban ra tan vao phd bi€n & khach san nay.”

Trong phiit chdc 4nh mét ctia Marshall nhim vao Hercule Poirot, Iwru lai d6
voi mot ndi tirc gidn lanh lung.

“Chuyén ng'6i 1& d6i mach & khach san thwong v&r van ldo toét ca,” anh noi.

“C6 th€ nhw th€”. Nhung tdi dwoe biét 6ng Redfern va ba nha da cho nguwoi
ta mOt s can c d€ ban ra tdn vao.”

“Can ctr gi ch?”



“Ho di cung v&i nhau lién tyc.”

“Chi ¢6 the thoi sao?”

“Ong khong phti nhan chuyén 13 nhw the’ ch&?”
“C6 th€ 1a nhw thé. That tinh t6i khong d€'y.”

“Ong dd khong - xin 15i dai dy Marshall - khéng phan d6i quan hé ban be
cta vor voi Ong Redfern a?”

“T6i khong ¢6 théi quen chi trich tw cach dao dirc ctia vor minh.”

“Ong dd khong phan khang hay phan d&i bing ba't cit cdch nio hay sao?”
“D1i nhién la khong.”

“Khong phan d61 ngay ca khi diéu &y dang tr¢ thanh mdt dé tai gy xon

xao va mot m&i ba't hoa ghé lanh dang phat tri€n gitra vor ch'ong Redfern

hay sao?”

Kenneth Marshall lanh lung dap:

“T6i ban tdm lo viéc ciia minh va mong nhirng ngwoi khac lo viéc cda ho.
To1 khong nghe chuyén ngoi 1€ doi mach dau.”

“Ong khong phii nhan chuyén 6ng Redfern 4i mo vor dng chir?”

“C6 I€ anh ta da nhw the”. Hau hét dan 6ng déu thé€ ca. Co a7y ra't xinh dep
ma.”

“Nhung 6ng tin chic nhitng mdi quan hé &y chéng c6 gi nghi€ém trong ca
hay sao?”

“T6i chwa bao gio’ nghi d&€n diéu 'y, xin ndi v&i 6ng nhw the.”

“Va gid st ching t6i c6 mot nhan chirng c6 the xac thye ho da ¢6 quan hé
hét strc than mat thi sao?”



Mot Tan nira @61 mat xanh lai nham vao Hercule Poirot. Mot Tan ntra vé cam
ghét lai 16 ra trén khuén mat theong tror tror vo cam do.

“Né&u 6ng mudn nghe nhirng chuyén 'y thi ctr viéc nghe! Vo tdi da chét
chang thé nao tw bao chtra,” Marshall n6i.

“Ong mu6n néi cd nhan 6ng khong tin nhirng chuyén &y hay sao?”

L'an dau tién c6 th€ quan sat dwgc mot chit m6 hoi 1am tA'm trén hang 16ng
may ctia Marshall. Anh ta dap:

“T6i nghi minh khdng tin ba't cir chuyén gi dai loai nhw thé".”

Anbh ta néi ti€p: “Phai chang 6ng dang di chéch ra ngoai thyc cha't ciia vu
viéc nay? T6i tin gi hay khong tin gi chic chin khong lién quan dén viéc
gi€t ngwoi don thuén, phai khéng?”

Hercule Poirot trd 107 trwedre khi hai 6ng kia 1ap mo’ miéng:

“Ong khéng hiéu d6 thdi, dai iy Marshall A. Chging cO cai goi la chuyén
gi€t ngwoi don thudn dau. An mang ndy sinh cit mwoi vu da cé chin xuat
phat tw tinh cach va hoan canh cia nguwoi bi gi€t. B&i vi nan nhan 1a loai
ngwoi nao nén mai bi sat hai! Khi chwa hi€u dwgc ddy dd va chinh xéac
Arlena Marshall 1a ki€u ngwoi nao, ching t6i s€ khong th€ hi€u dwgc rd
rang chinh xéac ké sat hai ¢6 &y la loai nguwoi nao. Chinh vi thé” ma ching t6i
mai hdi nhirng ciu vira r'oi.”

Quay sang canh sat tredng, Marshall hoi:

“Pa’y cling la quan di€m cua 6ng hay sao?”

Hoi lwong Iy mot chit, Weston dép:

“A, & mot chung mye nao d6 - nghia la...”

Marshall cwoi khay.



“Cur twedng Ong khong d6ng quan di€m chir. Cai van dé veé tinh cach Yy la
chuy&n mon cta 6ng Poirot, toi tin the”".”

Poirot mim cwoi noi:

“ft nha't 6ng cling c6 the ty chic mung vi da khong lam gi d€ hd tror cho
toi!”

“Ong mudn noi gi the?”

“Ong da cho ching toi bi€t vE v dng roi? Hoan toan chang c¢é gi ca. Ong
chi néi v&i ching téi nhirng diéu moi ngwoi déu c6 the ty minh thd'y dworce.
Réang ba ta xinh dep va dwgc 41 mo. Khong c6 gi hon.”

Kenneth Marshall nhin vai. Anh ta néi don gian:

“Ong di€n ma't roi.” Nhin vé phia canh sat tredng, anh nhan manh:“Ong
con mudn tdi cho dng bi€t di€u gi nra khdng, thwa 6ng?”

!?’

“Co6 day, dai uy Marshall a, xin vui long cho bi€t sang nay 6ng da di dau
Kenneth Marshall gat dau. RO rang da trong dgi di€u nay, anh ta tra 1oi:

“T6i di€m tim & dwdi nha khodng chwng chin gio’ nhw thwong 1€ r'éi doc
bdo. Nhw da néi voi dng, sau dd'y t6i 1én phong vor t6i thi thdy ¢6 8y da ra
ngoai. T6i xudng bai bi€n, gap 6ng Poirot va hoi 6ng cd tha’y cd &y hay
khong. R6i tdi tim so’ qua va lai di 1én khach san. Xem no, ldc 4y khodng
ching muoi gio kém hai muoi - phai, ding 1a khoang chung nhw thé” Toi
da xem @6ng h'd & sanh. Ping 1a sau mwoi gior kém hai mwoi. Téi di 1én
phong minh nhwng c6 hau phong van chwra 1am xong. T6i yéu ciu ¢d ta lam
xong cang nhanh cang t6t. T6i c6 ma’y birc thw phadi danh mdy ma t6i mudn
gtri di qua duwong bru dién. To6i lai di xudng nha va néi ma’y cau voi Henry
& quay reou. Lic mudi mot gid kém mudi tdi tré 1én phong minh. O day
toi ddnh mdy céc birc thw. T6i dd danh mdy dén tdn muoi hai gio’ kém
muoi. Sau da’y t6i thay d6 danh quian vot vi ¢6 hen choi quén vot lic
muoi hai gior. Ching t6i da dat san ngay hoém trwde.”



“Chiing toi 1a nhung ai?”

“Co Redfern, c6 Darnley, 6ng Gardener va t6i. Téi xudng dwdi lic muoi
hai gi& va di thing ra san. Co Darnley da & dd'y véi ong Gardener. Co
Redfern vai phit sau cling d&€n. Ching t6i choi quéan vot khoang mét gior
dong h'6. Ngay luc ching t61 vao trong khich san sau ddy thi toi - toi -
dworc bi€t tin 8Yy.”

“Cam on dai iy Marshall. Viéc nay la thi tuc ma thoi nhé: c6 ai ¢6 the
chirng thwe chuyén 6ng danh mdy trong phong tr - o - mwoi mot gio’ kém
muoi d&€n muoi hai gior kém mwoi hay khong?”

Thoang mim cwoi, Kenneth Marshall néi: “C6 phai 6ng nghi t6i da giét vo?
P& t6i xem nao! C6 hau phong lic dé6 dang don phong quanh d’y. Chéc hin
cd ta da nghe ti€ng danh may chir. Va con chinh nhirng birc thuw. Vi ¢6
chuyén nay nén tdi chwa gtri buu dién. Tdi cho ring chiing c6 th€ 1a ching
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cur.
Anh ta 187y tw trong tdi ra ba 14 thw. Da dé dia chi nhwng chwa dan tem.

“Ti€én day xin no6i rd, ndi dung trong nay hoan toan riéng te. Nhwng trong
trrong hop ¢6 dn mang, budc 1ong phai tin ciy vao sy thin trong cta canh
sat. Ching chira dung ban ké cac sd tién va nhiéu to’ khai tai chinh khac
nhau. Chic 6ng sé& tha'y n&u bdo mdt ngwdi ctia 6ng ddnh mdy lai, nhanh
nha't cling phai mat gan mdt gio d6ng h'6.” Anh ta tam dwng. “Hy vong
ong da thda man.”

Weston xoa diju.

“Chwa dat van dé tinh nghi. Moi nguoi trén ddo déu phai thuét lai sang nay
da & dau, lam gi tv mwoi mét gio kém muoi 1dm d&€n mwoi hai gio kém hai
muoi.”

“Hoan toan dung,” Marshall néi.

“Mo6t chuyén nira, dai iy Marshall a. Ong c6 biét gi vé cdch thirc ¢6 nha cé
the’ da giai quye€t tai san cta cd 8y hay khong?”



“Ong mudn ndi t&i di chiic a? Toi khdng nghi cd Ay ting 14p di chiic.”
“Nhung c6 phai 6ng khong chic chin?”

“Céc luat sw tw van cua co6 Yy la Barkett, Markett va Applegood & Quang
trrong Bedford. Ho lo liéu ta't ca cac hop d6ng cha cd Ay, van van. Nhung
t6i kha chic chin co Ay chua bao gior 14p di chiic. C6 T4n ¢ &y bao 1am

mot chuyén nhw thé khién c6 2y s¢'.”

“Trong treong hop &Yy, vi ¢d nha chét di ma khong d€ lai di chiic thi 6ng la
ch'dng, nén s€ thira k& toan bo tai san ctia cd 4y.”

“Phai, tdi cho 1a nhw the"”
“C0 nha c6 ho hang gan nao khong?”

“Chac la khong. N&u cd, cd dy cling chwra bao gio nhac dén. To6i bi€t b6 me
cO &y da ma't khi ¢6 &y con bé, va chang c¢6 anh chi em nao ca.”

“Du th& ndo, tdi cho rang ba &y chfmg cé gi nhiéu d¢€ lai, phai khong?”
Kenneth Marshall lanh lung dap:“Ngwore lai d@y. Chi méi cach day hai nam
th6i, mOt ngwoi ban than cda cd Ay 1a Ngai Robert Erskine qua dovi va d€ lai

cho c6 &y phian 1én gia tai. T6i nghi 1én d&n chung nam mwoi nghin bang.”

Thanh tra Colgate nhin 1én. Y nghi canh gi4c hién 1én trong mét 6ng. Ny
gior Ong van im ling. Gior diy 6ng mdi hoi:

“Thé thi qui that, dai 4y Marshall a, vor 6ng 1a nguoi giau c6 a?”

Kenneth Marshall nhiin vai. “Chéic 1a nhw thé"”

“Va 6ng van néi vo dng khong 14p di chiic?”

“Ong c6 th& hodi cong ty tw van ctia co 4'y. Nhung t6i khd chic chin cb Ay
da khong lam th€&”. Nhw t6i da néi voi cac 6ng, vor tdi nghi lam thé 1a khong
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may.



C6 mdt khoanh khic im lang, roi Marshall lai hai:
“Cé gi nwra khong a?”

Weston 14c d4u. “Chéc 1a khong. ..., hir Colgate? Khong. Mot Tan nira, dai
Uy Marshall a, cho t6i dwore bay to ta't ca long thwong cam vi sy ma't mat
cua ong!”

Chép chép ddi méit, Marshall néi nhat ging: “Oi - cam on.”
R01 anh ta di ra.
Ba ngudi dan 6ng dwra mét nhin nhau.

Pai t4 Weston noi: “Thﬁng cha tro’ trdo. Chflng chiu tiét 16 bat cir diéu gi,
ding khong? Ong nghi gi, Colgate?”

Thanh tra nhin vai. “Thét kh6 néi. Anh ta 1a hang nguoi cheamg de’10 ra bat
ctr diéu gi. Cai ngtr &y tao mot an twong xiu trén ghé nhan chirng, va tuy
thé&" that sy c6 mot chiit khdng cong bang v&i ho. Poi khi ho bi chi trich gay
git, va tuy thé lai khong chitng td dworc. Kiéu hanh xit &y khién boi thim
doan da dwa ra phan quyét c6 téi cho Wallace DA’y khong phai la chirng cur.
Ping 1a khong thé nao tin mot nguoi dan 6ng bi mat vor lai cé theé' ndi va
hanh xt di€m tinh nhw thé".”

Weston quay sang Poirot hoi:

“Ong nghi sao, Poirot?”

Tham t& gio’ hai tay 1én. “C6 th€ néi gi dwoe chir? Ong ta 1a mot cdi thing
déng kin - mot con hén ngdm miéng that chit. Ong ta da chon vai dién cta
minh. Khong biét, khong nghe, khong thay ba't ctr diéu gi.”

“Ta c6 mot vai dong co’ gy an,” Colgate n6i. “Cé dong co’ vi ghen tudng va
dong co vi tién. D1 nhién ngwoi chdng hi€n nhién bi nghi ngo’ dau tién r'oi.
Néu anh ta ma biét c6 vo tang tiu véii mot thang cha khac...”

Poirot ngét 1&i: “Tdi nghi anh ta biét chuyén d6.”



“Sao Ong lai n6i1 the?”

“Nghe day, 6ng ban! Td1 hém qua t6i da néi chuyén v&i vor Redfern trén
Ganh Ning. Ttr d6 tdi di xuong khach san va doc dwdng toi tha'y hai nguoi
d6 & bén nhau - vor Marshall va Patrick Redfern. M6t ldc sau t6i gap chinh
dai iy Marshall. Mat anh ta tinh bo. Chging noi 1€n di€u gi - hoan toan
chaalng c6 gi hét! Géan nhw qud tréng réng, 6ng c6 hicu t6i khong? Oi! anh ta
biet d6.”

Colgate lau bau c6 vé ngo vuc: “Ai cha, néu 6ng nghi thé”...”

“Chéc chin nhw vay! Nhung ngay cd nhw the chuyén dé néi 1én diéu gi?
Marshall da cdm thdy thé nao vé vor minh?”

Pai ta néi: “Kha tho’ o voi cdi chét cha vo.”
Poirot nhin vai cé vé khong hai long.

Thanh tra Colgate n6i: “Do6i khi nhirng ké tram tinh nay trong long lai hét
strc hung bao, phai néi nhw th€”. Ta't ca déu dwore kim nén lai. C6 the anh ta
say mé& vo dén dién cudng - va ghen tudng dén dién cudng. Nhung anh ta
khong phai hang nguoi d€'16 ra.”

Poirot n6i cham rai: “Cé th€ nhw vay - phdi. Pai dy Marshall nay 1a mét
nhéan vat hét strc thd vi. Chinh t6i cling hét strc d€'y t&i anh ta va ching ctr
ngoai pham cua anh ta.”

“Ngoai pham nho’ cdi mdy danh chir,” Weston bat ra mot ti€ng cwoi khay
that Ion. “Ong c6 gi d€ ndi vé chuyén &y khong, Colgate?”

Thanh tra nheo mét dap: “A, s&p biét dd'y, toi da nghi kh4 nhiéu vé chitng
clt ngoai pham d6. Khdng qué virng chic - 6ng biét y tdi mudn néi gi roi.
DaYy la - a - I€ ty nhi€n thoi. Va n€u ta xac nhin dugec dung la c6 hau phong
da & quanh d6 va cé nghe ti€ng mdy danh chtr, thi voi t6i chirng cir &y xédc
thic va ta phai tim ki€m & chd khdc.”

“Hwm,” dai td ndi. “Ong s€ tim ki€m & dau?”



Trong mot vai phiit ba ngwdi dan ong nghién ngdm vé van dé dé.
Thanh tra Colgate 1én ti€ng trudc tién:

“Chung quy la thé nay - dd’y 1a mdt ngwoi bén ngoai hay 1a mdt khach tro
trong khach san. T6i khong hoan toan loai trie cac nhan vién - xin Ivu y cho
- nhwng khong mot phiit gidy nao td6i mong tim ra ké nhing tay vao vu nay
trong dam &y. Khong, da’y 1a mot khach tro hodc 1a ai d6 ti bén ngoai.
Trwdc tién ta phai xem xét theo cach nay - ddng co’ pham tdi. C6 1o 10¢ sé
ki€m dwore. Ké duy nha't hwdng 1o nho cdi chét cia Arlena Marshall 1a
ong ch'dng, c6 vé the’. Con nhirng dong co’ nao khac? Béu tién va tredre hét
-ghen tudng. Theo t6i thi - khi nhin thang vao van dé - néu cé bao gio dng
twng gdp vu an do chir tinh, vi si mé ma ra,” 6ng nghiéng minh vé phia
tham tr, “thi chinh la vy nay day.”

Poirot nhin 1€n tran nha, néi nhod: “Co6 qua nhiéu si mé.”

Thanh tra néi tiép: “Ong ch'ong khong cong nhan cb vor ¢6 ké thil nao - tirc
la nhu’ng ké thu thye thy, nhung to1 khong cha tin la thé” dau! Xin thua,
ngwoi nhw ¢ ta hin - 2, hin tao ra mot s& k& thil thuc sy - nhi. Ong tha'y
sao?”

Poirot dap lai ngay: “Mq_z_;__gpq_ dung nhw viy. Arlena Marshall hin c6 ké
thti. Nhwng theo y toi gia thuy€t vé ké thu khong dirng vieng, vi 6ng biét
d6, 6ng thanh tra a, vi t6i nghi ké thu chia cd ta, nhw tdi vira ndi lic nay, lic

nao cing la phu niz.”
Dai t4 cau nhau: “Pai loai th€”. Phu nir dd dam thoc ¢6 &y ngay tai day.”

Poirot ndi ti€p: “Co vé gan nhw khdng the nao tdi ac nay do phu nir gy ra.
Chirng ¢t phap y néi gi?”

Weston lai cau nhau:
“Neasden tin kha chic chén c6 4y do nam gidi bép cd. Ddi ban tay to 1n -

si€t that manh bao. Di nhién ding 1a c¢6 th€ mot phu nr cye ky khoé cling
bép theé” dwoe - nhung ra't it ¢6 kha nang d6.”



Poirot gat dau. “Pung th€". Bo thach tin trong tach tra - sdcola c6 doc - mot
con dao - thAm chi mot khat sting ngén - nhung siét ¢& thi khong dau! Ta
phai tim ki€m mdt ga dan 6ng.”

Ong néi ti€p: “Va ngay l4p tirc sy viée tré nén khé khdn hon. C6 hai ngudi
& day trong khach san nay c6 ly do gat bd Arlena Marshall, nhwng cd hai
déu la phy nw.”

Dai ta Weston hdi: “V¢ Redfern 1a mét trong hai nguoi &'y, phai khong?”

“Phai. V¢ Redfern c6 th€ da quyét dinh ra tay voi Arlena Marshall. C6 the
ndi ¢6 ta co thwa 1y do. Toi cling nghi ¢o ta ¢6 kha nang gié€t ngwoi, nhwng
khong phai ki€u gi€t ngwoi nay. Vi cho di chiu bat hanh va ghen tuéng,
phai thd’y ring co ta khong phai loai din ba c¢6 dam mé. Trong tinh yéu, co
ta hién dang va chung thiy - chit khong say didm. Nhw toi vira néi hoi ndy -
bd thach tin trong tdch tra thi ¢6 thé - siét c& thi khdng dau. Tdi con chéc
chén c6 ta khong c6 di strc d&€ pham tdi 4c nay. Tay, chan déu nhd dudi
murc trung binh.”

Weston gat dau. “Pay khdng phadi 1a vu an do phu nir gdy ra. Pung, mot ga
dan 6ng da lam viéc nay.”

Thanh tra Colgate ho hiing hing:

“Xin cho tdi dwa ra mét dap an, thwa 6ng. Gia st trede khi gap 6ng Redfern
nay, c6 vo da lang nhang véi mot ga nao da’y - goi 1a X. Co ta bd X d€ dén
voi Ong Redfern. X noi dién vi tirc gidn va ghen tuéng. Ga di theo co ta
xudng day, trd & dau da’y trong ving 1an cén, di qua dao nay, trir khir co ta.
Pa’y 1a mét kha nang.”

Pai ta néi: “C6 kha nang d6, ding da’y. N€u la sy that, hin phai dé dang
chitng minh. Hén di bo d&n hay di thuyén? Duwdng nhw c¢6 nhiéu kha niing
hén di thuyén hon. N&u thé, hin phai thué chiéc thuyén & dau day. Ong
nén diéu tra di.”

Ong nhin sang Poirot. “Ong nghi sao vé goi y cta Colgate?”



Poirot tra 1oi chdm rai: “Nhuw vy thi nho may rti nhiéu qua. Va lai - gia
thi€t d6 c¢6 di€m nao d6 chwa khop. T6i khong thé hinh dung ra ga dan 6ng
nay... ga dan 6ng noi dién vi tirc gidn va ghen tudéng.”

Thanh tra n6i: “Nhi€u ké mé cd ta, thwa 6ng. C nhin Redfern di a!”
“Phai, phai... Nhung du sao di ntra -

Colgate nhin 6ng do hdi. Poirot lic dau, cau may néi tiep:

“Ching ta da bd qua diém gi d6...”
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Pai ta Weston dang mai mé nghién ctru s0 dang ky phong cua khach san.
Ong doc 16 tiéng:

“Vo chong thi€u td Cowan, c6 Pamela Cowan, ciu Robert Cowan, cau
Evan Cowan. Tru tai Nui Rydal, Leatherhead.

Vo chong Masterman, cdu Edward Masterman, c6 Jennifer Masterman, ciu
Roy Masterman, cau Frederick Masterman. Tru tai s6' 5 Pai 16
Marlborough, London, N.W.

“Vo chong Gardener. Tru tai New York.

“Vo chong Redfern. Tru tai s6 11 Crossgates, Seldon, dac khu Princes
Risborough.

“Thi€u ta Barry. 18 Cardon, St James, London, S.W. 1.
“Ong Horace Blatt, 5 Phd Pickersgill, London, E.C.2.
“Ong Hercule Poirot, Cr x4 Whitehaven, London, W.1.
“C0 Rosamund Darnley. Tru tai Cardigan, W.1.

“C06 Emily Brewster. Soutngates, Sunbury-on-Thames.
“Cha Stephen Lane.

“Vo chong dai iy Marshall, c6 Linda Marshall, 73 Cw xa Upcott, London,
SW.7.>

Ong ngirng lai.

Thanh tra Colgate n6i: “Thwa s€p, tdi nghi c6 the’ bd hin hai muc dau tién.
Ba Castle cho t61 bi€t gia dinh Masterman va gia dinh Cowan dén day déu



ddn mdi mua he vdi. Sdng nay ho 1én thuyén bu'dom di du ngoan cd ngay, c6
mang theo bira an trira. Xua't phat ngay sau chin gio’. Mot nguwoi tén la
Andrew Baston dwa ho di. Ta c6 the’ ki€m tra lai ttr chd anh ta, nhung tOi
nghi ¢é th€ loai ho ra khéi vu nay.”

Dai ta gat dau. “To6i dong y. Ta cr loai trir ti't ca nhirng ngwoi c6 the loai
trie. Ong ¢6 th€ cho chiing t6i 1o danh gid vé ta't cd nhirng ngwoi con lai,
dwoc khong Poirot?”

Tham t¢ d4p: “Nhin bén ngoai thi dé thdi. Vor chong Gardener da vao tudi
trung nién, vui tinh, thich di du lich. Chi c6 ba v¢ 1a hay n6i. Ong ch'ong
chi bi€t phuc tung. Ong ta choi quan vot va danh golf, c6 mot kieu hai
hwde nhe nhang ra't thu hit khi ta gén giii than tinh v&i 6ng ta.”

“Nghe ¢6 vé on.”

“K& tiép 1a - vor chong Redfern. Redfern con tré, hdp dan doi vdi phu ni,
boi 10i ra't cwr, choi quén vt ra't gidi va khiéu vil ra't hoan hao. T6i tirng néi
voi cac 6ng vE v anh ta r'oi. Co ta it ndi, dep nhwng pho phac. C6 1€ rat
tan tuy voi chdng. CO ta ¢6 thir ma Arlena Marshall khong ¢6.”

“La cai gi thé?”

“Tri tue.”

Thanh tra thé dai: “Tri tué chgng co gia tri gi khi da si mé, thwa ong.”

“C6 18 khong c6 gia tri gi. Tuy nhién that tinh t6i van tin 12 mic dii say dim
Arlena Marshall, nhung Patrick Redfern van quan tAm t&i vor minh.”

“C0 1€ th€, thwa 6ng. Chuyén nhw thé” ddu phai mdi xay ra an dau.”

Poirot néi nhod: “Nhw vy mdi that 1a ddng ti€c! D6 1a chuyén phu nit van
ludn tha’y kho tin.”

Ong néi ti€p: “Thiu t4 Barry gii ngii tir quan ddi An Do, ra't mé dan ba.
Thwong k€ nhirng chuyén dai dong, té nhat.”



Thanh tra Colgate lai thé dai: “Ong khdng ¢an néi ti€p. Toi tirng gip vai
ngwoi nhw thé', thwa 6ng.”

“Ong Horace Blatt bé ngoai c6 v& 12 nguwdi gidu c¢6. N6i kha nhiéu - vé ban
than. Ong ta mudn két ban v&i moi ngwdi. That ddng budn vi khong ai
thich 6ng ta 1&m. Va con c¢6 chuyén khac nita. Ong Blatt dém qua hoi toi
kha nhiéu. Ong ta c¢6 v& bon chdn. Phai, c6 gi d6 khong &n vé ong Blatt
nay.”

Poirot tam dwng r'6i doi giong noi ti€p:

“K¢& ti€p dén cd6 Rosamund Darnley. Rose Mond la tén cong ty ctia ¢ aYy.
Mot nha tao miu y phuc phu ni¥ noi ti€ng. C6 theé ndi gi vé ¢d 4y nhi? Co
Ay ¢6 tri tué, c6 nhan sic, quy&n rii va cao sang. That thd vi khi ngdm ¢
dy.” Ong dwng lai mot 14t r'oi néi thém, ‘Va cd Ay cuny la ban than cua dai
uy Marshall.”

Weston ng 01 thzalng day. “A ra th&, ding nhw th& sa0?”

“Phai. Nhi€u ndm ro6i ho khong gap nhau.”

Dai ta hoi: “C6 &y ¢6 biét trede 1a anh ta xudng day hay khong?”

“C0 4y noi la khong biet.”

Poirot tam dwng r'6i ndi ti€p:

“K& dén t&i ai day? C6 Brewster. To6i thd’y co ta ¢6 vé hoi hoang hot mét
chut.”

Ong 1ic dau. “Giong c6 ta y hét dan éng vdy. CAm cau va nhiét thanh. C6 ta
bi€t chéo thuyén, choi golf ¢6 diem cha’p 1a 4.” Ong tam dwng. “Tuy vay
toi nghi ¢6 ta la nguoi tot bung.”

“Chi con lai cha Stephen Lane. Cha Lane 1a ai thé”?” dai t4 hoi.

“Tbi chi ¢6 thé cho cic dng biét mot diéu. Ong &'y dang & trong tinh trang
cuc ky cang thang than kinh. T6i nghi 6ng &y con 1a mot ngwoi cu'dng tin
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nura.
“Oi, hang ngudi &y !” thanh tra Colgate néi.
“Ta’t ca roi day!” bai td ngé Poirot. “Ong tram ngam suy qua, 6ng ban?”

Poirot dap: “Phai. Vi sang hdm nay khi di Arlena Marshall yéu cau t6i dung
cho ai biét da gip co ta. Ngay 1ap tirc, t6i voi k€t ludn ngay r'oi. Toi cir
trdng tinh ban gitra co ta va Patrick Redfern da giy ra ric roi gitra co ta va
ong chdng. Toi twdng cd ta chuan bi di gap Patrick & dau d6 nén khong
mudn chong bi€t minh ¢ dau.”

Ong dirng lai mot lat.

“Nhuwng t6i da sai [am vé diém d6. B&i vi mac du chong ¢6 ta gan nhw
xud't hién ngay tirc thi trén bai bi€n va hoi t6i ¢6 thd’y co ta hay khong,
nhung chinh Patrick Redfern cling xud't hién - r6 rang la dang trong ngong
cd ta! Do d6, 6ng ban a, to6i dang tw hoi, ngwoi ma Arlena Marshall di gép
la ai?”

Thanh tra Colgate néi: “Diéu &y khdp véi y chia toi. La mot ga dan 6ng twe
London hay dau day dén.”

Hercule Poirot 1§c dau.

“Nhung 6ng ban o, cit theo gia thuy&t ctia 6ng thi Arlena Marshall da cét
dit véi gd dan dng bi &h nay. VAy thi tai sao c6 ta lai di gip hin d€ chudc
18’y phién phirc nhw vay ch?”

Colgate lic dau hoi: “Thé& 6ng nghi daYy la ai?”

“P¢6 chinh 1a diéu téi khong theé hinh dung ra lic nay. Ta vira m&i doc qua
danh sach khéch tro ctia khach san. Ta't ca déu ¢& tudi trung nién - té nhat.
Ai trong bon ho dwoc Arlena Marshall yéu thich hon cd Patrick Redfern?
Khong, khong thé nao ¢6 chuyén dé. Tuy vay, cd ta qua co di gap ai do6 - va
ngwoi d6 khong phai 1a Patrick.”



Weston khé hoi: “Ong khong nghi d&n chuyén c6 4y chi di mot minh a?”

Poirot lac dau. “Mon cher, hién nhién 12 dng chwra bao gio’ gip ngudi dan
ba da chét d6. C6 nguoi tirng viét mot ludn an vé y nghia ciia moi treong
biét 1p v&i ngwdi nhw Beau Brummel hay nhe Newton. Ong ban than mén
a, con Arlena Marshall chgng thé’khong ton tai khi & mdt minh. C6 ta chi
sdng dudi dnh hao quang cia mot ngwoi dan 6ng i md minh. Khong,
Arlena da di gap ai d6 sang hom nay. B¢ 1a ai?”

Dai td Weston thé dai, 1ic dau roi néi: “A, ta ¢6 th€ xem xét cdc gia thuyét
sau. Bay gio phai két thic thAm van da. Phai 1am rd tring den moi ngudi
lic &y dang & dau. T6i nghi bay gio nén gip c6 bé nha Marshall. C6 1€ ¢
bé c6 the€ cho ta bi€t diéu gi da’y htru ich.”

Linda Marshall 16ng ngéng di vao phong, va dung vao tru ctra. Co bé thé
gdp va dong tw gidn to. Trong c¢6 gidng nhw mdt con ngwa non tré hoang
h6't. Trong long dai td Weston chot dang 1€n tinh thwong mén véi ¢6 bé.
Ong ngh:

“T6i nghiép con bé - dit sao nd cling chi 1a mét dira tré con! Vu nay d6i voi
nd chdc han 1a mét cd soc 1on.”

Ong kéo t&i mot cdi gh® roi néi véi giong trin an:

“RAt ti&c vi bat chdu phai dinh vio vu niy, chau - Linda, phai khong?”
“Vang,la Linda a.”

Giong ndi ctia 6 bé ¢6 ti€ng hoi thd hit vao, thwong 1a dac treng clia cac
ntr sinh trung hoc. Hai ban tay c6 d€ yén, bo’ vo’ lac 10ng trén mat ban trwdc
mat 6nh- hai ban tay that dang thwong, to va dd &ng v&i nhirng dot xwong
to twdng va hai c0 tay dai.

Weston nghi bung: “Tré con khong nén dinh vao vu viéc thé nay thi hon.”

R6i 6ng tran an cd bé: “Tat ca chuyén nay chang c6 gi dang lo lang dau.
Chiing t6i chi mudn chdu néi nhtrng gi chau biét c6 the hiru ich, chi thé



thoi.”
“Ong mudn hdi - vé di Arlena phai khong a?”
“Phai. Sang nay chau c6 trong thdy c6 &y hay khong?”

C6 gdi lac dau. “Khong a. Di Arlena liic nao ciing xudng dwdi nha khd
mudn. Di ding di€m tdm trén giwong.”

Hercule Poirot hoi: “Con chéu thi sao?”
“Oi, chdu ra khéi giwdng ludn a. An sang trén giwong vedng viu 1am.”

Pai td Weston bao: “Cho ching t6i bi€t sang nay chau da lam gi, dwoc
chi?”

“A, treedre tién chau di tam, r'oi dn sang, r'oi sau ddy di voi ¢6 Redfern dén
Ving Hai Au.”

“Chau cung cd Redfern kh&i hanh lic may gio?”

“C0 &y bédo s€ doi chdu & sanh lic muoi gior redi. Chéau ¢ s¢’ bi mudn,
y : . .
nhwng r'éi ciing 6n. Lic bat dau di 1a ba phit m&i d&€n mwoi rwedi.”

Poirot hdi: “Hai ngwdi da 1am gi & Viing Hai Au?”
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“O1, chdu bdi dau va tdm nang, con c6 Redfern thi vé. R'61 sau da'y chau
xudng tam bi€n, con c¢6 &y vEé khach san thay d6 di danh quan vot a.”

Weston gitr cho giong ndi hoan toan binh thwong.

“Chdu con nh¢ lic 8y 1a may gio’ khong?”

“Khi c6 Redfern vé khach san 4? Mwoi hai gior kém mwoi 1am a.”
“Chéc chén ldc &y - 1a mudi hai gio kém mudi 14m chi?”

Linda mé to d6i mét.



“Chéc chtt a. Chdu c6 nhin dong h'd deo tay ma.”

“La dong h'6 bay gio chau dang deo a?”

Co6 bé li€c nhin xudng co tay: “Vang.”

“T61 xem c6 phién hay khong?”

C6 bé chia c0O'tay ra. Dai td so v&i d6ng h'é ciia minh va ¢6ng h'd trén vach
twong khach san r'6i mim cwoi néi: “Chinh xac dén twng gidy. Va sau day
chéu tdm bién a?”

“Vang a.”

“R'01 cO vé khach san - Iic nao?”

“Khoéang ching mot gior ddng. Va - va sau ddy - chau da nghe tin - vé di
Arlena...” C6 géi lac giong.

Pai ta hoi ti€p: “Chau c6 - ¢ - hoa thuan voi me k& hay khong?”

Linda nhin 6ng mot lat khong dap lai. R'6i ¢6 néi: “C6 chir a.”

Poirot héi: “Chéu cé quy c6 ay khong?”

Linda dap: “C6 chir a.” C6 gai néi thém, “Di Arlena ra't td't v&i chau.”
Weston ndi v&i vé bong duia kha kho chiu:

“Khong phai ki€u me k& tan nhin, hi?”

Co bé 1ic dau khong mim cudi.

Weston n6i: “The” thi t6t. The thi tdt. D61 khi trong cic gia dinh c6 mot chut
kho khin - ghen ty - dd di€u da chuyén. Con géi dang ¢6 bo' 1a ban than

thi€t r'oi chuyén sang c6 mot chit odn gidn khi bd" chi nghi dé€n vo mai.
Chau khong cam thdy nhw th&’, h?”



Linda ngé 6ng lom lom. C6 gai ddp v&i vé thanh that 1o rang:
“0, khong dau a.”

“Chic 1a bd ¢b - & - ¢t qui'n quyt v&i vor méi, phai khong?”
Linda tra loi that don gian: “Chau khong biét.”

Dai ta noi ti€p: “Pu thir kh6 khan nhw téi néi da'y clr ndy sinh trong céac gia
dinh. Gay g0, cdi co - cdi ki€u 8y da'y. Néu v ch'dng huc hic, cau kinh voi

nhau thi con gdi ciing c6 mot chiit khé xt. Chau c6 tha’y diéu gi dai loai
nhu theé hay khong?”

Linda hoi lai that r6 rang:
“C6 phai 6ng mudn hoi bo” va di Arlena c6 cai nhau khong?”
“A - phai.”

Weston tham nghi: “Viéc minh lam that t6i t& - thim van mot dira tré vé bo'
n6. Lam cénh sdt d€1am gi chit? Chét tiét, di sao thi van budc phai héi.”

C6 bé dap mdt cach qua quyét:

“Khong dau.” C6 néi thém, “B6 chang bao gior cai nhau véi ai ca. B6 chau
khong phai 1a ngwoi nhw theé” dau a.”

Dai ta néi: “Linda nay, t61 mudn chau suy nghi that ky. Chéau c6 y kién gi
vEé viéc ai d6 c6 th€ da giét me k& chia chdu hay khong? Chdu cé tirng nghe
tha’y hay biét ba't cir di€u gi c6 th€ gidp ching tdi vE van dé Ay hay
khong?”

Linda im 1dng mot 14t, c6 vé nghién ngdm ciu hoi d6 that nghiém tic,
khong hé voi va. Sau cung c6 gai tra 1oi:

“Khong, chau khong bié€t ai lai mu6n hai di Arlena.” C6 géi n6i thém, “Di
nhi€n ngoai c6 Redfern ra.”



“Chau nghi cd Redfern mudn gi€t me k& chau w? Vi sao thé™?”

“Bé&i vi chdng ¢ &y dd phai 1ong di Arlena. Nhung chéc c6 &'y khong thit
s mudn giét me k&' chdu dau. Y 12 chic c6 &y chi wéc cho di Arlena chét
di - nhung th€” khdong nhw 1a giét that, phai khong a?”

Poirot néi that diu dang:
“DPung, hoan toan khong nhw nhau.”

Co bé gat dau. Mot thoang bi€n chuyén lwdt trén gwong mat ¢6 gai. Linda
noi tiep:

“Moi lai, cd Redfern khdng bao gior ¢6 the’ lam mot viéc nhw the” - giét
ngwoi 8y. Co &y khong - khong hung bao, cé hi€u y chau khdéng a?”

Weston va Poirot gat dau. Tham t& ndi: “To6i bi€t dich xac chau mudn néi
gi, cd bé a, va toi dong y voi chau. Ba Redfern khong thudc hang nguoi
nhw ngwoi ta thwong néi 1a ‘say mau’. Co ay s€ khong...” dng ngad ngwoi
ra sau, lim dim d6i mét, can than lya 16 - “bi mot con bio cam xic lay
dong - thd’y cudc song thu hep lai trede mét minh - tha’y mot khudn maét bi
thit ghét - mot cdi ¢ tring bi thit ghét - cdm tha’y hai ban tay minh siét chit
-mong cam thay ching an vao da thit...”

Ong dirng lai.

Buoe giat 1ui ra khoi cdi ban, Linda run ray hoi:

“Bay gio’ chdu di dwoe chwa? Xong roi phdi khong a?”

Pai td Weston dap: “Phai, phai, xong r6i. Cam on chdu, Linda.”

Ong dirng 1én m& cwra cho ¢d gai. R'6i quay tré vao ban, dng d6t mét di€u
thudc.

“Chao 6i!” Ong nd6i. “Cong viéc cta ching ta chang t6t lanh gi. Xin néi véi
cac Ong t6i da cam thay hoi dé tién mot chut khi thdm van c6 bé Ay vEé
quan hé gitra b6 n6 va me k& C6 khdc gi bao dira con gdi trong thong long



vao cO bd nd. Du sao thi d6 la viéc chang dwng. An mang la 4n mang. Va
n6 la ngwoi ¢6 theé biét ré nhirng sy viée trong vu nay. Tuy thé’, t6i tha'y biét
on vi con bé chang ¢6 gi d€ néi vé chuyén dé6.”

Théam t& n6i: “Phai, t6i cling nghi 6ng cam thay th&".”
Weston ho mot ti€ng c6 vé bdi roi.

“A nay, Poirot a, 6ng di di hoi xa r'oi, vé sau &y. Doi ban tay an vao thit!
Chang phai thir y twdng thich hgp d€ nh'6i nhét vao dau mét dira tré con.”

Hercule Poirot nhin dng ta v&i 4nh mét diim chiéu:

“Vay la 6ng nghi t6i da nh'6i nhét y twdng d6 vao dau nd a?”
“A, chéng phai th&¢"sao? Thoi bo di!”

Poirot 1ac dau. Pai t4 Weston 1ang tranh khodi va'n dé ay:

“N6i chung ta ching thu dugc diéu gi hitu ich tir con bé. Ngoai trir mot
chirng ctr ngoai pham it nhi€u hoan hdo d6i voi cdi ¢6 Redfern 8y. N&u ho
& cung nhau t mwoi gio reei d&n muoi hai gioo kém muwoi 1am, thi nghia
la Christine Redfern dworc loai ra khoi vy 4n nay. Ba vor ghen tudng dang
nghi ngo’ thodt roéi.”

Poirot n6i: “Cé nhitng 1y do xac thwc hon d€'loai cd Redfern ra. Toi tin
chic chuyén co ta siét c& ai d6 khdng thé ndo xay ra khi xét vé sirc khde the
chd't 1an tAm ly. Co ta 1a ngwdi mdu lanh chir khong phai mdu néng, c¢6 kha
nang tan tuy hét mac va kién tri chung thiy nhung chaalng c6 dam mé dién
cudng cua nguoi mau néng. Hon nira ban tay ¢6 ta qua nhd.”

Colgate noi: “T6i dong ¥ v&i 6ng Poirot. Co ta & ngoai vu nay. Bac si
Neasden da néi 1a hung thu ¢6 doi ban tay 1on.”

Dai t4 goi y: “A, t6i nghi k& tiép ta nén gip vo chong Redfern. Toi cho
ring bay gio’ anh ta dd phuc h'di mot chiit sau ci so¢c.”



Patrick Redfern bay gior da hoan toan binh tinh tré lai. Trong anh ta xanh
xao, pho’ phac va bdng dung ra't tré, nhwng phong thdi hoan toan diém tinh.

“Ong 1a Patrick Redfern & Crossgates, Seldon, khu Princes Risborough 2?”
“Phai.”

“Ong quen biét cd Arlena Marshall bao 1au r6i?”

Patrick Redfern ngéan ngw r'di dap:

“Ba thang.”

Dai t4 n6i ti&p: “Pai tiy Marshall néi v&i chiing ti ring 6ng va co Ay tinh
co’ gap nhau & mot budi tiéc cocktail. C6 ding thé”khong?”

“Puing, chuyén da xdy dén nhw the".”

“Pai Gy Marshall ¢6 ngu ¥ néi rang cho d&n khi gip nhau & day, ca hai
ngwoi déu khong biét ré vEé nhau. C6 that thé” khong, 6ng Redfern?”

Mot Tan ntra Patrick lai ngan ngw mot lat r'oi moi tra lovi:
“A, khong hin. Thyc ra la té1 da gdp ¢6 &'y nhi€u Ian roi.”
“Ma dai uy Marshall khong hé hay bi€t hay sao?”

Redfern hoi do mat:

“Khong rd anh ta ¢6 bi€t chuyén &y hay khong nwra.”
Hercule Poirot Ién ti€ng, 6ng hoéi nho:

“Va c6 phai vor 6ng cling khong h€ hay bi€t, 6ng Redfern?”

“Chéc chin t6i c6 dé cap v&i vo toi chuyén t6i ¢6 gdp dién vién Arlena
Stuart noi ti€ng.”



Poirot khdng bd qua. “Nhwng ba nha khéng bi€t dng thwong xuyén gap cd
Marshall?”

“A, c6 18 1a khong.”

Weston lai hdi: “Phai chiing dng va cd Marshall da sip dit d€ gip nhau &
day?”

Redfern im lang chirng mét hai phdt r'oi nhin vai.

“Thoi dwoe r'oi,” anh ta dap, “ding nao ciing gidu dwoc nita. Lang tranh
cac Ong cling vo ich. T6i da phai long ¢6 &y - dién dai - si mé - cac Ong
thich ding tw nao cling dwgrc. C6 &y mudn to6i xuéng day. Toi da lwong Iy
mot chut roi dong y. Toi - t6i - a, hin t6i s& dong y lam ba't ctr di€u gi ¢
'y thich. C6 &y kha ning tac dong lén v&i ngwoi khac kieu &y day.”

Poirot khé néi: “Ong di vé& nén mot birc tranh rd't ré rang vé co6 ta. D6 1a a
phu thiy Circe ba't ti. DPing vay.”

Patrick Redfern néi that cay dang:

“Pung la c6 ay c6 th€ bi€n dan 6ng thanh lgrn ca!” Anh ta néi ti€p, “To6i
dang thang thin v&i céc dng. S& khong gid'u gi€m bat ctr diéu gi. C6 ich lgi
gi dau chit? Nhw tdi néi da'y, toi say dam co ay. Co 'y ¢6 quan tAm dén toi
hay khong t6i khong biét nira. C6 &y da gid vo' nhw thé’, nhwng t6i nghi ¢6
dy ki€u nguoi khdng con hieng thd véi ngeoi tinh mot khi da chiém dwoc
ca th€ xac 1an linh hdn. C6 A’y biét da hoan toan chiém dwoc tdi. Sdng hom
nay khi toi tim thy ¢d &y nam chét trén bai bién A%y, tdi nhw bj” - anh ta
tam ding - “nhuw bj cdi gi d&'y dap manh vao gitra hai con mét. T6i da
choang vang - syp do!”

Poirot ngd nguoi t&i trede. “Con bay gio thi sao?”
Patrick Redfern nhin vao mét dng thging thin dép:

“T6i da cho 6ng bi€t sy that. T6i mudn hdi diéu nay - ¢6 can phai lamam 1
cho thién ha bi€t khong? Dwong nhw khong the ¢ bat cir lién quan gi t&i



cdi chét clia c6 &y. N&u ta't ca bi ti€t 1 ra thi s€ khong hay d6i voi v t6i.”

Anh ta néi ti&p that nhanh: “Oi, tdi biét ro6i. Ong nghi cho dén bay gio toi
khong quan tdim nhiéu dé€n v¢r minh a? C6 1€ ding nhw the”. Mdc du co 1€
t0i n6i nghe nhw mét tén dao dirc gia toi t€ nha't, nhwng sy that 1a t6i quan
tam d&n vor toi - quan tAm dén cd Ay ri't sdu sic. Con chuyén kia,” - anh ta
co rut hai vai - “day la chuyén di€én ro - mot viéc lam ngd'c nghé€ch ngu si
cua dan 6ng - nhwng Christine thi khéac hin. Co Ay co that. Mdc du da doi
Xt voi cd &y that tdi té, nhwng t6i da biét ngay tor dau trong tham tAm minh
cd &y la ngwoi that sy quan trong.”

Anbh ta tam dung lai - thé dai - roi néi khd 1am ly thong thiét: “Udc gi toi
c6 th€ lam cho céc Ong tin!”

Hercule Poirot ch'dom nguoi toi trwede.

“Nhwng qua that t6i tin diéu d6. Phai, phai, toi tin di€u d6!”

Nhin 6ng v&i vé biét on, Patrick néi: “Cam on 6ng.”

Pai td Weston dang hing.

“Ong c6 the thay, 6ng Redfern a, ching toi s& khong di vao nhitng chuyén
khong lién quan. N&u nhw viéc 6ng v&i ¢6 Marshall qua lai ma khéng c6
vai tro gi trong 4n mang nay, thi chang viéc gi phai 16i chuyén &y vao vu an.
Nhung diéu dwong nhw 6ng khong nhan thd’y 1a sy - o - than mat 4y ¢6 th€
¢6 mot mdi lién quan rat trye ti€p voi dan mang. Co the thanh 14p dong cor
gdy an, o6ng hiéu day.”

“Dong co sao?”

“Phai, 6ng Redfern a, ddng co’ gy an. Dai iy Marshall c6 1€ khong bay biét
veé md&i quan hé ay. Nhung gia st anh ta dot nhién phat hién ra thi sao?”

“Oi, Chda oi. Ong mudn néi anh ta tinh ra va giét c6 &y a?”

Canh sat tredng hoi kha lanh nhat:



“Ong chwa tirng nghi d&n ddp 4n 4’y hay sao?”
Redfern lic dau dap:

“Chua - that nuc cwdi. Toi chwa bao gic nghi dén diéu 4y. Ong tha'y déy,
Marshall 1a ngwoi tram lang. Toi thay - a, dwong nhw chuyén &y chang the
nao xay ra.”

Weston hdi: “Thai d6 cia c6 Marshall d67 v&i chong nhw thé nao trong tat
ca chuyén nay? Co ta c6 - a, thd’y ngai - trong treong hop chuyén &y dén
tai 6ng chong? Hay la mac ké?”

Patrick tra 1osi chAm rai:

“Co Yy - hoi lo 1ng mot chiit. Chang mudn anh ta nghi ngd” ba't ct diéu

gl.

“Arlena Marshall ¢6 s’ chong khong?”
“Sor a? Khong, to1 khong thdy the'”

Poirot hoi nho: “Xin thir 16i cho t6i, dng Redfern 2, c6 lic nao van dé ly dj
duwoc néu ra khong?”

Patrick Redfern lic dau qua quyét.

“Q, khong, khong c6 chuyén d6 dau. Con Christine ma. Va toi chic Arlena
chwa bao gio nghi dé€n chuyén nhw thé”. K&t hon vai Marshall ¢6 ta da hoan
toan thoa man r'éi. Anh ta la - a, [am to trong linh vic ctia minh...” Bat
chot anh ta mim cudi. “Ong 16n & mot hat - kiu nhw thé, va khé gia. Co
dy chwa bao gio’ nghi ¢6 the'18’y téi lam ch'ong. Khong, téi chi 1a mdt nguwoi
trong dam ngu si dan don dang thwong ndi ti€p nhau - d€'cd Ay giét thoi
gian. Toi biét ngay tir ddu Ay chir, c6 di€u du nhw thé nhung cam gidc cua
t0i d61 voi ¢O Ay van khong thay doi...”

Giong anh ta lac hin di. Anh ta ng o1 do suy nghi.

Weston nhic cho anh ta nhé lai yéu cau trong lic d6:



“Nay ong Redfern, sdang nay dng c6 cudc hen nao v&i Arlena Marshall hay
khong?”

C6 vé hoi bdi 161, Patrick dép:

“Khong hen cu th&, khong dau. Ching t6i van thwong gdp nhau mdi budi
sang trén bai bién. Chiing t6i thuwong chéo beé di khip noi.”

“Sang nay 6ng c6 ngac nhién vi khong thd’'y ¢6 Marshall & da’y hay
khong?”

“C6. Rat ngac nhién. T6i hoan toan khong hi€u noi.”

“Ong di nghi gi?”

“A, toi khong biét phai nghi gi nita. Toi twdng thé nao thi cd &y ciing s&
dén.”

“Néu cd 2y ¢6 hen & noi nao khéc, thi 6ng khdng cé bi€t c¢o &y cé thé hen
gap ai hay khong?”

Patrick Redfern chi nhin dim dim va lic dau.

“Khi ¢6 hen v&i ¢d Marshall, thi hai ngwoi gdp nhau & dau?”

“Pi khi t6i giip c¢b &y vio budi chiéu & dudi Viing Hai Au. Ong thay da’y,
Viing Hai Au vé chiéu khong c6 ning, vi the’ & dd’y thudng khdng qua
doéng ngwei. Chiing t6i da gap nhau & dd’y do moét hai Ian.”

“Chwa bao gio’ & cdi vinh nho kia hay sao? Viing Tién ay?”

“Chwa. Ong tha'y d4y, Viing Tién quay vé hudng tdy va nguoi ta hay di
thuyén hay b¢ d&€n d6 vao budi chiéu. Chiing t6i chwra bao gio’ tim cach gap
nhau vao budi sdng. S& dé bj d€y 14m. Budi chiéu ngudi ta thwong di ngt
hay di tho' thah loanh quanh nén khong ai biét 6 14m nguwdi khac dang &

dau.”

Weston gat dau.



Patrick Redfern noi ti€p:

“Sau btra an td1, di nhién th&’, vao nhirng dém t6t troi chdng todi thwong ra
ngoai dao choi v&i nhau dén nhitng chd khéc trén ddo.”

Hercule Poirot Iam bam: “A, phai r6i!” va Patrick Redfern li€c nhin 6ng do
hoi.

Weston néi: “Nhw thé nghia 1a dng khong gitp gi dwgc cho ching tdi hi€u
r0 nguyén do da dwa co Arlena Marshall d€n Viing Ti€n sang hom nay
sao?”

Anh ta 1ic d4u ddp, giong néi nghe c6 vé thuc sy ngo’ ngan:

“To1 chéng h€ bi€t mot chut gi. Chealng giong Arlena.”

“C0 &y c6 nguoi ban nao & dudi nay, dang lwu tri & vung 1an cén hay
khong?”

“Theo nhw t6i dwoe biét thi khong c6. Oi, chic chén khong c¢6 dau.”

“Nay 6ng Redfern, T6i mu6n 6ng suy nghi that ky. Ong d3 quen c6
Marshall & London. Chéc hén 6 ong c6 quen v&i nhiéu ngu’0’1 khéc trong
nhom ban cta ¢ Y. Ong cé biét ai da’y c6 th€ ¢6 ac cam vdi cd Arlena
Marshall hay khong? Chang han nhw ai d@'y ma 6ng bo d€ theo co ay chang
han?”

Patrick Redfern suy nghi trong vai phiit rdi lic dau.

“Thanh that ma noi toi cheamg nghi ra ai ca.”

Dai t4 g6 gb ngdn tay 1én mit ban. Sau cliing dng néi: “A, the’ dd’y. Duong
nhw ching ta con lai ba kha nang. Mot sat thu chwa bi€t 1a ai - mét ga
cudng dién nao ddYy - tinh cor d€n vung 1an cén - va mot -”

Redfern ngét 1oi:

“Va chic chin day 12 kha ning 16n nhat.”



Weston 14c dau. “Day khong phai 14 mot trong cdc vu 4n mang “xdc chét co
don”. Chd céi vinh nho nay khd 1a kh6 dén. Ga dan 6ng &'y phai di 1én twr
con duwong dip, ngang qua khach san, 1én ngon d'6i trén dao r'oi tréo xuong
cdi thang tam 4y, hodic hin d&n bing thuyén. Ca hai cdch 4y déu khong the
x4y ra v&i mot vu giét ngwdi nglu nhién.”

“Ong bao c6 ba kha nang kia ma.”

“U, phai day,” canh sét tredng néi. “Tirc 12 ¢6 hai nguwoi trén dao nay da cé
dong co d€ giét Arlena Marshall. Mét ngwoi 1a dng ch'ong, con nguoi kia la
vor ong.”

Nhin 6ng canh sit tredng tran tran chét di€ng, Patrick hoi:

“Vo to1 u? Christine v? Ong mudn noi Christine c6 dinh liu gi vao vu nay
ar’

Anh ta ditng 1én r'6i cit ding d6 hoi 14p ba 14p bap mot chiit khi c& néi
nhanh:

“Ong dién r'o6i - di€n ma't roi - Christine w? Nay, khong thé nao. That nuc
cuoi!”

Dai t4 n6i: “Du sao di nra, ong Redfern a, ghen tudng 1a dong co’ ra't manh
liét. Phu nir khi ghen hoan toan khong con ki€ém soat minh dwoc nira.”

Patrick nghiém giong n6i: “Khodng phai Christine. Co &Yy - 6i c6 4y khong
phai nhw theé” dau. Co6 &y da ba't hanh, ding the". Nhung khong phéi loai
nguwoi - 6i, 6 &y khong ¢ tinh hung bao dau.”

Hercule Poirot git dau c¢6 vé dam chiéu. Hung bao. Cling la céi t Linda
trng dung. Cling nhw trede d6, dng ddng tinh v&i cam giac &Y.

“Ngoai ra,” Patrick néi ti&p chic nhu dinh déng cdt, “nhw thé 12 phi ly.
Arlena khoé gap doi Christine. T6i con khong biét Christine c6 si€t ¢ noi
mot con méo con khong - chic chin khong th€ siét ¢d ngwdi manh mé nhuw



Arlena. Va Christine chang chiu tréo thang 'y xudng béi bién. C6 4’y khong
quen nhtrng viéc nhw th€”. Va - 6i, toan bd viéc nay that quai dan!”

Pai td Weston gai tai ¢6 vé phan van.

“A. N6i nhu the thi dwdng nhw kha ning &y 1a khong the roi. Toi cong
nhin v&i 6ng. Nhwng ddng co 1a diéu ching toi phai tim ki€m trwedee tién.”
Ong no6i thém, “Pong co’ va co’ hdi.”

Khi Patrick Redfern da ra khoi phong, canh sét tredng mim cwoi nhan xét:

“T6i nghi khong can phai cho anh ta bi€t vor ¢6 chirng clr ngoai pham.
Mudn nghe anh ta néi gi vé y twedng ay. Lam cho anh ta hoi ring dong mot
chut, dung khong?”

Hercule Poirot noi:

“Ludn ct& anh ta néu lén ciing hét strc manh mé, ngang v&i chirng ¢t ngoai
pham.”

“Phai. C6 1€ Christine Redfern khong phai hung thi! Khong thé'la vi khong
du th€ lyc, nhw 6ng néi dd’y. Marshall thi dd strc, nhwng rd rang anh ta
khong phai ké d6.”

Thanh tra Colgate ho mdt ti€ng roi néi: “Xin thir 16i cho t6i, thwra sép, toi
ctr nghi mai vé cai chirng cr ngoai pham &y. N&u anh ta da trii tinh chuyén
dé, thi c6 kha nang nhirng birc thw &y da dwgrc chuan bi tredee r'6i.”

“Y kién hay day,” dai ta n6i. “Ta phai xem xét...”

Ong dot ngodt ngieng néi khi Christine di vao phong, vin diém tinh va
phong thdi nhw thwdong 1&. C6 miic 40 khodc d€ choi quan vot mau tring va
4o chui dau mau xanh lam nhat, ton 1€n bat lan da tréing nhu thi€u mau.
Nhuwng Hercule Poirot tham nghi, du vay diay khong phai mot khudén mat
ngu dan hay y€u dudi. Rat kién quyét, diing cdm va biét 1y Ie.

Ong gat d4u td y tan thwdng. Con dai td thi nghi bung:



‘Mot phu nit nhd nhén that tuyét. Hoi xanh xao mot chiit, ¢6 18 the". Qua
thich hgp v&i anh chdng tré xuan ngd'c wa tan gai. Oi chao, anh chang con
tré. Pan ba ludn bi€n ta thanh d6 ngéc mal’

Ong bao: “Ngbi xudng di, c6 Redfern! Chiing t6i phai tién hanh mét s& thu
tuc. Yéu cdu moi ngwoi khai bao da di dau va lam gi sang hom nay. Chi d€¢
1ap h'6 so thoi.”

Christine Redfern git ddu néi voi giong diém tinh chuan xac:

“A vang, toi hoan toan hiéu dwgrc. Ong mudn toi bat dau tir dau a?”

Poirot néi: “Cang s&’'m cang t6t, thwra cd. Sang nay ¢6 da lam gi dau tién sau
khi thirc day?”

“PE€ t6i xem nao. Khi di xudng dwdi an sang, toi ¢ ghé qua phong Linda
Marshall rd di d&€n Viing Hai Au sang hom nay. Ching tdi hen nhau & sanh
lic mwoi gio redi.”

“Cd khong tdm biéh trwdre khi in sdng hay sao?” Poirot hi.

“Khong a. Rat hi€m khi t6i 1am nhw the"” C6 mim cwoi. “Toi doi nuwdc
bién bi€n 4m lén r'6i m&i xudng. To6i hay bi lanh.”

“Nhung anh nha thwong tim biéh vao lic d6 a7

“A vang. Gan nhw van ludn nhu the.”

“Con Arlena Marshall, c6 &y cling vay a?”

Giong Christine ¢6 sy thay doi, tré nén lanh lung va gan nhw chua chat.

“O khong dau. C6 Marshall 12 kidu ngudi khong bao gior xud't hién truede
gitra buoi sang ca.”

C6 vé bdi ro1, Hercule Poirot noi:



“Xin 16i vi ngit 1&i c6. Cd c6 néi 1a di vao phong Linda Marshall. Lic dé6 1a
may gio?”

“Pe toi xem - tdm gio’ rudi - khong, sau da'y mot chuit.”
“Thé lic dé Linda Marshall dang lam gi?”

“A, con bé da ra ngoai.”

“Rangoai a?”

“Vang, né bao liic 4y né di tim bién.”

Giong c6 c6 mot vé ngwong ngdp mo ho - rat mo ho khién Hercule Poirot
thdc mdc.

“R'6i sau da’y thi sao?” dai ta hoi.

“Sau da’y t61 di xudng an sang.”

“Va sau bwra sdng?”

“T6i 1€n Tau 18y hop but vE, tap vo vé roi ching toi khéi hanh.”
“Co6 va Linda Marshall a?”

“Vang.”

“Luc 8y la may gio?”

“Chéc 1a ding muoi gio rudi.”

“Va hai nguwoi da lam gi?”

“Chuing t6i di d&n Viing Hai Au. 6ng biét da’y, 1a c4i vinh nhd & phia dong
hon do. Ching t6i n dinh vj tri & dd’y. Tdi v&, con Linda thi tim ning.”

“C0 roi cdi vinh nho d6 lic may gio?”



“Muwoi hai gio kém mwei 1am. T6i choi quan vot lic mwoi hai gior nén
phai thay 6.

“C0 c6 ddng h'd deo tay chi?”

“Khong, thye ra 1a khong ¢6. Téi hoi gio Linda.”
“T6i hiéu roi. Sau day thi sao?”

“T61 don d0 roi veé khach san.”

Poirot héi: “Con Linda?”

“Linda a? Oi, con bé xudng tim bién.”

“Chd ¢ ngdi co xa bién hay khong?”

“Ching t6i & phia trén myec thay triéu 1én. Ngay dwdi vach da - d€ t6i co
th& & trong béng rAm, con Linda thi & ngoai ning.”

“Linda Marshall c6 thit sy xudng bié€n trirdc khi ba di khdi cdi vinh nhd
hay khong?” Poirot héi.

Christine hoi nhiu may ¢6 nho lai.

“PE€ t6i xem nao. C6 bé chay xuéng bai bién - tdi budc lai cai hop - ¢, toi
nghe ti€ng no 16i 10m bom trong séng bién ldc tdi & trén 167 mon di 1én
vach d4.”

“C6 c6 chac chan khong? Linda that sy da xudng bi€n a?”

“A.vang.”

C6 ngac nhién nhin Poirot chdm chip. Pai ta ciing ngé 6ng lom lom. R'6i
ong ta bao:

“Ti€p tuc di, c6 Redfern!”



“T6i vEé khach san thay d'6 roi ra sin quan vot, & da’y tdi gdp moi ngwoi.”
“La nhirng ai?”

“Pai uy Marshall, 6ng Gardener va c6 Darnley. Chung t61 da choi hai séc.
Vira m&i dinh vé thi nghe tin vé - vé ¢6 Arlena Marshall?”

Hercule Poirot nga nguoi t&i truedre hoi:

“C0 nghi gi khi nghe tin d6?”

“T6i nghi gi w?” Mt ¢6 thoang 1 ra vé kho chiu v&i cau hdi do.
“Phai.”

Christine Redfern dap cham rai:

“Pa’y la - mot chuyén that kinh khiing.”

“A, phai d6, c6 cadm tha’y kho chiu. Nhwng chuyén &y ¢6 y nghia gi véi ¢6 -
v&i cd nhan c6?”

C6 nhin dng that nhanh - mot cdi nhin cau khan. Pap lai loi cau khan do,
ong ndi voi giong thue t&”

“Xin c6 nghe toi ndi, thwa cd, nhw mdt phu nw ¢ tri tug, bi€t 1€ phai va biét
phdn xét. Chic chén trong liic & day cd da hinh thanh mot y ddnh gid nao
d6 vé Arlena Marshall, vé chuyén cb ta la loai phu ntt nao réi chi?”
Christine tra 1oi than trong:

“T6i cho rang it nhiéu ngwdi ta van ludn 1am thé khi & khach san.”

“Han 1a nhw vy, viéc d6 1a ty nhién ma. Vi vay t6i m&i hoi, thwa ¢, 1a ¢
phai co that sy ra't ngac nhién vi cdi cach c6 ta chét hay khong?”

Christine néi cham rai:



“T6i nghi t6i hieu 6ng mudn ndi gi roi. Khong, ¢ 1€ t6i da khong ngac
nhién. Bi sdc, ding th&". Nhung c6 ta la hang dan ba...”

Poirot n6i hét cau thay cho co:

“C6 ta la loai phu ntr ma mdt chuyén nhw th& cé thé xay dén... Phai, thwa
cd, d6 la diéu chan thyc nha't va cé y nghia nha't tirng dwoee ndi ra trong
phong niy sang hom nay.” Ong can than nhdn manh, “Dit tt ca - cam gidc
ca nhan sang mot bén, c6 nghi gi vé Arlena Marshall qua ¢6?”

Christine Redfern than nhién héi lai:
“Bay gio’ ¢6 that sy nén xody vao ti't ca chuyén a4y hay khong a?”
“T6i nghi c6 th€'1a dang, phai.”

“A., t0i s& néi gi ddy nhi?” Lan da nhot nhat cia ¢6 chot tng h'ong. Phong
thdi ctia ¢o tha 1dng ra. Trong mot khoang khéic con ngu’é’i thyc thodt ra.
“C6 ta la hang dan ba, trong tam tri toi, hoan toan chang cé gia tri gi ca! Co
ta chang lam gi d¢ chu’ng to sy ton tai clla minh. Chang cO suy nght - chang
cO dau oc. Co ta chang bi€t dieu gi khac ngoai dan 6ng, trang phuc va sy i
md. VO dung, mot loai ky sinh! C6 ta that hdp dan dan 6ng, tdi cho 1a thé' -
01, di nhién 1a nhw the". C6 ta sdng vi cudc song ki€u ay. B&i the” tdi nghi
that tinh chéng h€ ngac nhién khi c6 ta c6 k&€t cuc bi tham. Pa’y la hang dan
ba thwong dinh vao nhirtng chuyén xau xa: tong tién - ghen tudng - bao lyc
- dd moi thr xtdc cam thd bao. C6 - ¢6 ta thu hit nhirng diéu xa'u xa nha't
trong 1ong ngwoi khac.”

Co dirng lai, hoi thé ¢6 phan gdp gap. Moi trén khd ngén clia c6 cong 1én
vi mot thir cam gidc khinh ghét.

Mot ¥ nghi chot dé€n voi dai td Weston: Hin khong th€ tim ra mdt hinh anh
nio twong phan véi Arlena Stuart 16 rét hon 1a Christine Redfern. Ong
cling nghi d&€n chuyén néu két hén véi Christine, bau khdng khi ¢ thé ngot
ngat t&i ndi nhitng 4 Arlena trén doti nay s& c¢6 mot sirc hap dan dic biét.



R'6i ngay lap tirc ti€p theo sau nhirng y nghi nay, mdt tee ngtr don 1& trong
nhirng gi ¢6 vira n6i khién dng dac biét chi y.

Chdm nguoi toi trede 6ng hoi:

“C6 Redfern a, vi sao khi néi vé Arlena Marshall ¢6 lai nhic d&n chuyén
tong tién the™?”

Christine ng6 6ng lom lom, dwong nhw khdng hi€u dwore dng mudn néi gi
ngay tirc khic. C6 trd 10 gan nhw cdi mdy:

“T6i nghi - bdi vi co ta da bi tdng tién. Co ta 1a hang ngwoi thweong bi nhw
the"”

Pai td Weston nghiém giong hoi:
“Nhung ma - co bi€t c¢6 'y da bi tong ti€n sao?”
Po6i ma hoi tng h'ong, c6 dap kha nguwong nghiu:

“Thuc ra qua toi ¢6 tinh co biét dwore chuyén &Yy. T6i - t6i da nghe dwoc
mot chuyén.”

“Xin ba giai thich cé dwgrc khdng, ba Redfern?”

Con dé mat hon ntra, Christine Redfern néi: “T6i - tdi khong c6 y nghe
16m. Chi Ia tinh co. Cach day hai - a khong, ba dém. Chiing t6i lic d6 dang
choi bai.” Co quay sang Poirot, “Ong con nhé khong? Hai vor ch'ong t6i,
ong Poirot day va c6 Darnley. T61 da ha bai roi. Trong phong ddnh bai kha
bi nén va t6i ra ngoai ctra so d€ hit thé khong khi trong lanh. T6i di xudng
bai bi€n va chot nghe ¢6 ti€ng ndi. Pau tién la - 1a giong Arlena Marshall -
tdi nhan ra ngay 1ap tirc - o ta n6i: ‘Ep t6i ching ich gi dau. Bay gio t0i
khong 187y dwore tién nira. Ch'ong toi s€ nghi ngo.” R'6i mot giong dan 6ng
no6i: ‘T6i s€ khdng chap nhan bat ¢ 1y do nao. Ba phai non ra thoéi.” Va roéi
cd ta néi: ‘D6 tong tién dc 6n!” Va ga dan dng néi: ‘Ac hay khong ciing
dwore, ¢ cling phai ndp tién thdi, phu nhan a.’”



Christine tam dwng lai r'oi k€ ti€p:

“Toi vira quay lai mot 14t thi Arlena Marshall hap tAp ngang qua chd toi.
Trong cd ta - a, buc boi kinh khing.”

Weston héi: “Con ga dan 6ng? Co6 c6 bi€t ga 1a ai hay khong?”

Co 1ac dau d4p: “Hén ludn cd néi that khé. Hau nhrr khdng nghe dwoc hin
noi gi.”

“Giong no6i &y khong goi cho ¢6 nghi dén ngwoi nao hay sao?”
C06 lai suy nghi nhung mot I'4n nira 1ic dau.

“Khong, t6i khong bi€t. Giong &y '0m '0m va ra't khé. PaYy - 6i, ddy c6 the
la bat ctr ai.”

Pai ta Weston noéi: “Cam on co, Redfern.”
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Khi cdnh ctra da dong lai sau lwng Christine Redfern, thanh tra Colgate néi:
“Gio thi ta ¢c6 mot chit két qua r'oi.”
“Ong nghi th& w?” Weston hoi.

“A, chuyén d6 goi cho ta mot huwéng diéu tra, thwra sép, ta khong the bd
qua. Ai ddy trong khach san nay vira tong tién quy ba ay.”

Poirot kh€ néi: “Nhwng khong phai ké tong ti€n gian 4c bi gi€t ma la nguoi
bi tOng tién.”

“C6 va'n dé & chd d6 mot chit, tdi dong §,” thanh tra néi. “Bon tdng tién
thwong khong ¢6 théi quen trie khir nan nhan. Nhung chuyén &y cho ta biét
di€u nay, n6 goi ra cdi 1y do khi€n ba Marshall c¢6 hanh vi ky la sang hom
nay. Ba &y c6 rendezvous véi thang cha tong tién nay, khdng mudn cho cd

ch'ong 1an Redfern biét.”
Thanh tra Colgate ndi ti€p:

“Cir dén dia di€m hen ma xem. Rat thich hop véi muc dich d6. Arlena
Marshall chéo be di. R4t ty nhién thdi. La viéc c6 ta van thudng 1am hing
ngay. Pi vong qua Viing Tién noi chfmg maYy khi cé ai d&n vao budi sang,
la mot noi yén tinh, hét sirc thich hop cho mdt cude thdo luan nao ds.”

Poirot n6i: “Phai, tdi cling nghi ngay dén diéu d6. Pung nhw 6ng néi, d6 la
mot diém hen 1y twdng. Chd d6 hoang véng, di bd thi chi ¢6 the t&i dwoc
bang cdch xudng tréo mot cdi thang thép dung dirng ma moi ngwdi déu
khong thich, bien entendu. Hon nira phan 1on bai bien d6 bi vach da nho ra
che, tir phia trén khé nhin tha’y gi. Con ¢6 mot di€m thuén lgii niva. C6 Tan
Redfern cho tdi biét chd vdch d4 4y ¢c6 mot cdi hang ma 161 vao khong dé
phat hién, ai dirng cho’ doii trong d6 thi ngwoi ngoai khdng phat hién ra.”

“D1i nhién r'6i, 1a Bong Tién - ding la ting nghe nhac dén,” dai td ndi.



“Tuy thé nhi€u nam r'6i chang ma’y ai néi vé nd ntra,” thanh tra néi. “Ta
nén vao trong &y xem xét. Bi€t dau chwng ¢6 the' tim thdy da'u vét nao
day.”

Weston néi: “Phai, 6ng n6i ding, Colgate a, ta da c6 dap an cho phan mét
ctia bai toan nay. Vi sao Arlena Marshall lgi dén Viing Tién? Tuy th€ ta can
c6 dap an cho phan con lai. Cé ta dén day dé’ gdp ai? C6 the cho la ai day
lIwu tru trong khach san nay. Ch:fmg ai hop vai tinh nhéan - vai ké tong tién
lai 1a mot chuyén khac.”

Ong kéo quyén s& ding ky phong vé phia minh.

“Ngoai trir cac ddm nhan vién, ngwoi lam ma t6i nghi khéng ¢6 kha nang
lam viéc &Y, ta ¢6 nhitng ngwoi sau diy. Ong nguoi My - Gardener, thi€u ta
Barry, 6ng Horace Blatt va cha Stephen Lane.”

Thanh tra néi: “Cé thé€ thu hep lai mot chiit, thwa s€p. T6i nghi hau nhw ¢6
thé' loai 6ng ngwoi My. Ong Ay & ngoai bai bi€n sudt ca budi sang. Ping
nhw th€’, phdi khong 6ng Poirot?”

“Ong ta c6 véng mit mot 14t khi di 18y cudn len cho ba ver,” Poirot dép.
“Oi, khong cén tinh d&n chuyén &y dau.”

“Con ba nguoi kia thi sao?” dai ta hoi.

“Thi€u td Barry ra ngoai lic mwoi gior sang nay. Tré vEé ldc mét gio ba
muoi. Cha Lane di con sé'm hon. Biém tam lic tdm gio. Nghe néi di lang
thang. Ong Blatt cling danh thuyén bu'dm ra kho'i ltic chin gio ba mwori,
hdu nhw ngay nao cling th€". Cd hai déu chwa vé dén.”

“Thuyén budom hr?” dai td Weston cé vé tram ngam.

Thanh tra nhanh nhau dap lai: “Co6 1€ kha phu hop, thwa s€p.”

“A, s€ phai c6 d6i loi voi tay thi€u ta nay - va d€ téi xem con ai khac hay
khong? Rosamund Darnley. Con ¢6 cai ¢c6 Brewster cung phat hién cai xac
y S



voi Redfern. C6 nay 1a ngwoi nhw thé nao, Colgate?”
“Mot nguoi biét 1y 1€, thwa s€p. Khong ¢6 van deé gi ca.”
“Co ta khong c6 y kién gi vé nan nhan sao?”

Thanh tra lic d4u.

“Chac cd ta chang con gi d€ n6i voi ta ntra, thwra s€p, nhwng phai hdi lai
cho chac. Con ca 6ng ngwoi My nira.”

Dai ta Weston gat ddu. “C bao ho vao ca va lam xong viéc cang s¢’m cang
tot! Dau chwng ¢6 th€ biét dwore di€u gi dd’y vé vu tong tién néu khong c6
chuyén gi khac.”

Ong ba Gardener ciing di vao giip gidi chirc. Ba v gidi thich ngay tirc
khéc:

“Hy vong 0ng hi€u cho, dai ta Weston - 1a t€n 0ng, phai khong a?” Puwoc
bao dam vé di€m Ay Ian nira, ba ndi ti€p: “Nhwng chuyén nay la mot cu
sdc 1on vai t6i, Ong nha téi thi ldc nao cling ra't, rd't can than veé sirc khde
cua toi...”

T&i day 6ng chong tw ¥ chém vao: “Ba nha tdi ra't nhay cam.”

“...va 6ng &y ndi vai toi, “Nay Carrie, 1€ ta't nhién anh sé dén cung voi
em.’ Chfmg phai la ching t6i khong kham phuc phwong phédp cta canh sat
Anh, khadm phuc chir. Chiing t6i da biét quy trinh ctia canh sat Anh tinh t€&,
t0i chwra bao gior nghi ngo’ diéu &y. C6 I'dn t6i d€ ma't mot chi€c vong tay &
Khéch san Savoy. Chaalng c6 gi c6 the dé thwong va ddy tinh cdm hon ciu
thanh nién d&n gdp toi gidi quye&t chuyén ay. Va ta't nhién roéi, that ra toi
khong mat chi€c vong tay ma chi d€ quén dau thoi. Ctr hay vdi vang nén lai
khong nh¢ dat cai nay cai kia & dau.”

Ba ta tam dwng, hit vao nhe nhe réi lai bat dau néi ti€p: “Toi xin thwa, va
toi bi€t 6ng nha t6i cling nha't tri, 1a ching tdi san 1ong 1lam ba't cr viéc gi



d€ hd tro’ canh sdt Anh vé moi mit. Vi thé xin ti€n hanh ngay, hdi ching toi
ta't ca nhirng gi cac 6ng mudn bi€t a!”

Pai td Weston mé miéng, chyce 1am theo 101 moi goi, nhing danh phai nin
lang trong luc ba Gardener néi ti€p:

“Piing em da n6i the”khong, Odell a, c6 phai khong? Ping 1a nhw the, phai
vay khong?”

“Phai, em yéu a,” 6ng chong dap.

Dai ta voi vang Ién ti€ng: “Tdi hi€u, ba Gardener a, ba v&i chong da &
ngoai bai bi€n sudt buoi sang a?”

L'an nay 6ng ch'éng xen vao trwdec:
“Ping nhw the.”

“A, ta't nhién ching t6i dd & d6,” ba vor ddp. “Mot budi séang yén binh that
dep trovi, y hét nhw ba't cir budi sang nao khac, n€u 6ng hdi tdi, ¢6 1€ con
hon th& nwra va chgng heé bi€t dwoe chuyén dang xdy ra cach da'y c6 mot
quang, trén céi bai bi€n quanh hiu &y.”

“HOm nay Ong ba c6 khi nao trong tha’y Arlena Marshall hay khong?”

“Chung t6i khong tha’y. Téi da néi voi Odell nha téi 1a, sdng hom nay cd vor
Marshall di ddu mat nhi, d€ tredrc 1a chdng di tim, r'6i sau 1a anh
changRedfern banh trai &y. Anh ta s6t rudt qua th€, cir ngdi dé cau c6 nhin
moi ngwoi va moi vat. Toi t nhi da ¢ ¢6 vor nhd bé xinh dep thé r'oi, ma
sao anh ta lai phai chay theo & dan ba ghé g'm &y ch? T6i da cam tha’y c6
4 'y nhw th& d6. To6i van ludn cam thd’y nhw the€ vEé ¢b &, phdi vy khong
Odell?”

“Phai, em yéu a.”

AL A2

“That khong twedng twong noi dai iy Marshall ti t& &y lai di k€t hon voi
mdt c6 4 nhu the’, ma c6 mot co con géi nhd dé thwong dang tudi 1om chit.



MAy c6 gdi tudi nay ¢an dwoc dnh hudng ding dén. Cé vor Marshall thi
hoan toan khong thich hgp - hoan toan vo gido duc - chi theo ban nang. Bay
gior, néu nhw dai iy Marshall con d6i chit khon ngoan, hin anh ta s& két
hon véi ¢6 Darnley, 1a mot phu nir ra't ra't quyén rd lai ra't gidi. Phai noéi toi
ra't kham phuc cdi cach co6 &Yy ti€n thaamg 1€n phia tred'c va xay dwng nén
doanh nghiép thanh dat, can phai c¢6 tri tué mdi lam dwgc mot viéc nhw thé’,
Va ¢t nhin Rosamund Darnley 1a tha’y ngay c6 8y 1a ngwoi ¢6 dau 6c. Co
the vach k& hoach va thuc hién ba't cir viéc nao ¢6 &y thich. Ping 1a toi
kham phuc ngwoi phu nir 4y khéng 1oi nao ta xi€t. Hom no t6i da néi voi
Ong nha toi 1a bat ¢ ai cling ¢6 the hi€u ¢6 &y phai long dai iy Marshall
ra't nhiéu - em da noi l1a say mé anh ta, phai vay khong Odell?”

“Phai, em yéu a.”

“Hinh nhw ho quen nhau ldc con bé, va bay gio’ ai ma biét dwoc, rot cude
thi tat ca cling on khi & dan ba &'y da khong con can dwong nira. Toi chaalng
phai l1a phu ntr dau 6¢ hep hoi thi€n can, Pai ta Weston a, va chealng phai t6i
ché bai san kha'u 12 t0i t& dau - a, téi c6 nhiéu ban ciing 1am dién vién -
nhwng ngay tw dau t6i da néi vori dng nha t6i 1a & dan ba &y ¢6 gi d6 xau
xa. Va ong thd'y d6, diéu tdi néi da dwoe chirng té 1a ding.”

Ba ta dirng lai v&i vé dic thing.

Do6i modi Hercule Poirot rung rung mot nu cwoi nhe. Trong phiit chdc mét
ong bt gip cip mit xdm nhanh nhen cta 6ng Gardener.

Dai ta Weston no6i kha tuyét vong:

“A, cam on ba Gardener. C6 18 dng ba tir ldc d&n ddy ching hé d&y thay
ba't cr diéu gi ¢ th€'lién quan dén vu an, phai khong?”

“A khong, t6i khong nghi th&,” 6ng ch'ong ddp cham rii v&i giong 18 nhe.
“Hau nhw ldc nao ¢6 vor Marshall ciing di loanh quanh v&i anh Redfern tré

tuoi - nhirng moi ngwoi ai ma chang biét chuyén ay.”

“Con ngudi chdng thi sao? Ong nghi anh ta phién 1ong khong?”



Ong Gardener than trong ddp:

“Pai ty Marshall 1a mot ngwoi ra't kin dédo.”
Ba Gardener noi d€ xac nhén:

“A diing th¢, anh ta 12 ngwdi Anh chinh c6ng.”

Trén sac mit hoi tng dd mot chit vi ¢ mau cia thi€u td Barry, nhitng cim
xudc khac nhau dwong nhw dang tranh gianh wu thé”. Ong ta ¢ lam ra vé
kinh khi€p cho phai phép nhung lai khong kim nén ndi mot kieu khodi tra
ngam.

Ong ta néi v&i giong khan khan hoi kho khé:

“Rat vui khi gidp cho cac 6ng ba't ctr cach nao c6 theé dwoee. D1 nhién toi
khong bi€t gi vé chuyén Ay - hoan toan khong biét gi ca. Khong quen dam
ay. Nhwng thoi gian qua t6i da soOng qua lai nhiéu noi. S6ng ra't nhiéu &
phrong Pong, 6ng bi€t d6. Va toi c6 the cho dng bi€t sau khi ¢ trong mat
don linh trén d'6i tai An D9, ngoai ban cha't con ngudi thi chéng cO gi dang
tim hi€u ca.”

Ong ta tam dirng, hit mot hoi r'6i lai bt d4u néi:

“Vu viéc nay nhic tdi nhé t&i mot vu 4n & Simla. Thang cha tén 12
Robinson — hay 14 Falconer nhi? — dui tén 1 gi di nira thi hin ciing & Pong
Wilts — hay 13 Bic Surreys nhi? — Biy gio khong nhé ra néi, va du 1a gi di
nita ciing khdng quan trong. Thing cha TAm li it néi, doc sdch ra't nhiéu -
phai ndi 1a nhiin nhw con chi chi &y. The¢’ ma cé mdt hom dam x& ly vo &
nha. Nim 14y ¢& c6 ta. C6 ta da bi mat dan diu v&i thing cha nio d6 va hin
bi¢t dworc chuyén A%y. Chit nira 13 hin giét ¢d vo roi. That bat ngo. Khién
td't cd chuing to6i ngac nhién. Ci twéng hin khong ddm chit.”

Hercule Poirot hoi nho:

“Va ong thd’y chuyén do6 twong ty nhw céi chét ctia c6 Arlena Marshall
sao?”



“Y t6i mudn ndi la - sié€t co, 6ng bi€t roi dé, Cung mdt y twdng. Thang cha
dot nhién ndi xung!”

“Ong nghi dai dy Marshall ciing cdm thd’y nhw vay a?”

“Oi, ny éng, t6i chrra hé néi nhw the” Guong mit thi€u t4 tré nén do
bwrng. “Chwa bao gio’ ndi ba't cir diéu gi vé Marshall. Anh chang hét strc
tuyét. S€ khong néi 101 nao trén doii chong lai anh ta dau.”

Poirot khé néi: “A, pardon, nhung dng da quy cho phan rng ty nhién cia
mot ong ch'ong.”

“A, ¥ t6i mudn néi tdi nghi co ta ciing néng bong dd’y, hir? Gidt day cu
Redfern tré tudi ngon lanh. C6 1€ trwede ciu ta con cé nhirng ké khac nira.
Nhung thit la lung 1a m&y 6ng ch'dng &y lai ludn dan don. Bang kinh ngac
da’y. To1 da ngac nhién vi chuyén 2y khong bi€t bao nhi€u I'an roi. Ho co
th& tha'y mdt thing cha mé mah vo' minh nhung lai khong tha’y vor minh ta
mé mah hin. Con nhé mot treong hop nhw the & Poona. Mot phu nit rat
xinh dep 1a Jove ¢ lam tinh lam t6i 6ng ch'ong...”

Dai ta cya quiy c6 vé hoi sdt rudt:

“Phai, phai, thi€u td Barry a. Lic nay ta can phai xac 1ap cac sw kién. Ca
nhan 6ng khong biét ba't cir diéu gi ting thd’y hay d€'y tha'y ¢ the giip
chung to1 trong vu 4n nay hay sao?”

“A, th& @6 6ng Weston, toi khong thé néi 1a ¢6. Ting tha’y co a va ciu
Redfern tré tudi mot budi chiéu trén Vinh Hai Au,” - 6ng ta nhdy mét ra vé
thong thao 1dm va cwrdi mot tiéng khuc khic khan khan that thAm thdy -
“con rat dep nira. Nhung ching phai thit chirng ¢ dng dang mudn c6. Ha
ha!”

“Séng nay Oong khong trong thy Arlena Marshall a?”
“Séng nay ching tha'y ba't ¢t ai. Di sang St. Loo. Sao ma t6i may th& chi.

Noi day c6 khi ca thang chang c6 sy vu gi, thé¢’ ma khi c6 chuyén thi minh
lai bo 16 chir.” Giong thi€u td ham chira mot ndi ti€c nudi that quai dan.



Pai t4 thic giuc: “Ong bao da d&n St. Loo a?”

“Phai, mu6n goi vai cudc dién thoai. O’ day khong c6 dién thoai va tram
buru dién & Vinh Leathercombe &y khong dwoc riéng tw, kin ddo cho 1am.”

“Céc cudc goi cua Ong cé tinh cha't ra't ri€ng tw a?” Thi€u t4 lai vui vé nhay
mét.

“A, vira riéng tu vira khong. Mudn goi cho mdt dng ban, va nho’ 6ng ay dit
cwore mot con ngra dua Khong lién lac dwgc, that xdi quay hét siec.”

“Ong di goi dién tir dau?”

“Phong dién thoai trong buru dién trung tdim & St. Loo. R0i trén duwong vé
to6i bj lac dwong - nhitng con dwdong nhd chét tiét nay - ngoan ngoeo, 167 ré
khip noi. Pa phai lang phi it nhat mot gior dong h'd. Ving da't rdi rim chét
tiét. Toi vira vE dé€n cach day nira gio dong h'd ma thoi.”

“C6 ndi chuyén voi ai hay gap ai & St. Loo khong?”
Thiéu ta cwoi khic khich:

“Mud'n t6i chitng minh ngoai pham ddy. Ching th& nao nghi ra bat ct diéu
gi ¢6 ich ca. Pa gidp chirng ndm chuc ngan nguoi & St. Loo - nhung khong
¢6 nghia ho con nh¢ da gap t6i.”

Canh sat tredng noéi: “Chiing t6i phai hdi nhirng di€u nay, 6ng biét day.”

“Ping thé". Ctr yéu cau tdi bat c lic nao. Rat vui dwoe gitp Ong. A dan ba
ri't quyén ril, ngudi di chét d6. Mudn gitp ong bét thang cha da lam viéc
&y. An mang trén bai bién diu hiu - xin ¢4 v&i 6ng bdo sé ding nhw vy do.
Nhéc t6i nh¢ dén cdi thoi...”

Chinh thanh tra Colgate 12 ngudi kién quy&t ddp tit h'di twdng hét sirc
mudn mang nay tw trong trirng nwde roi duing mueu meo tong ong thi€u ta
ba hoa ra khai ctra.



Quay tré vao 6ng ndéi: “That khé xac minh ba't cr diéu gi & St. Loo. Pang
gitra muia nghi he¢ ma.”

Canh sat tredng néi: “Phai, khong the’ dwa 6ng ta ra khdi danh sach. Khong
phai t6i that sy tin Ong ta ¢6 lién can. Ca ta nhirng 130 gia hay ndi vo van
nhw Ong ta dang di noi ny chd no. Con nhé mot vai ngwdi trong bon ho
h'6i t6i con trong quan ddi. Tuy thé - 6ng ta la nguoi ¢6 kha nang lién can.
To6i d€'lai ta't ca viéc &y cho Ong da’y, Colgate. Ki€m tra xem Ong ta lai xe
ra ngoai lic maYy gio - xang dau - ta't ca. Xét vé kha néng thi cling c6 th€
ong ta dd xe dau da’y & mot di€m véng vé, cudc bd tré vé diy roi di dén
cai vinh nhd. Nhung d61 véi t6i viéc &y dwong nhu khong theé nao lam
dwoc. Vi nhe vay ong ta s& dé bi bat gip.”

Thanh tra gat dau. “Di nhi€én hom nay ¢ diy cé kha nhiéu xe buyt ché
khach tham quan. Mot ngay dep troi. Ho bit dau dén diy khoang chirng
muoi mot gior redi. Thuy triéu dang cao lic bay gior. Xudng tha’p nhit ldc
mot gior. Ngudi ta thuong tia ra cdc bai cat va con dwong dép.”

“Dung, nhung hin ong ta phai di 1én ttr con duwong dip, ngang qua khach
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san.

“Khong di thing qua d&y. Ong ta c6 th& 1& qua 167 mon dén 1én dinh cao
cta hon dao.”

Weston néi ¢6 vé hoai nghi:

“T6i khong néi Ong ta van c6 the€ 1am viéc 4y ma khong bi ai phat hién.
Trén thyc t& ta't ca khach tro clia khdch san déu & ngoai bai tim, ngoai triv
cd vor Redfern va c6 bé Linda Marshall da xudng Viing Hai Au, va chi ¢6
vai phong nhin xudng doan dau cia 161 mon. C6 ra't nhiéu kha nang tw cac
ctra sO nhin ra ngoai ngay lic &y cting khong phat hién dworc. Vi the toi
dam néi ¢6 kha nang mot ngwoi dan dng di bo 1én khach san, qua sanh, roi
lai di ra ma cheamg ai tinh co’ trong tha'y. Nhwng diéu t6i néi 1a 6ng ta khong
th& ndo chic chin 12 khong ai trong thA'y minh.”

“Ong ta c6 th€ cheéo thuyén dén céi vinh nho &Yy.”



Dai td gat dau. “Nhuw thé hop Iy hon ra't nhiéu. Néu c6 sian mot chiéc
thuy€n & mdt trong cac vinh nho gan da'y, hin ong ta c¢6 the’ bd lai chi€c 6
t0, cheo thuyén hay 1ai thuy€n budm dén Viing Tién, gy 4n mang, Ién
thuyén quay tré lai, 187y 0 t6 14i vé dén no1i voi cau chuyén da dén St. Loo
va bi lac dwong - mot cau chuyén hin & ong ta bi€t s€ kha khé bac bo.”
“S€p ndi dung day a.”

Canh sdt tredng bao: “A, toi giao viéc &y lai cho 6ng, Colgate Hay suc sao
khip viing 14an can that k§! Ong biét phai lam gi r6i. By gio t5t hon hét ta
nén gdp cO Brewster.”

Emily Brewster khong thé n6i ba't cir diéu gi thye sy ¢6 gid tri thém vao
nhtrng chuyén ho da biét roi.

Weston héi khi ¢6 da 1dp lai cau chuyén ctia minh:

“Va chang c6 di€u gi c6 bi€t vé chuyén &y c6 the gitp cho ching t6i theo
bét cr phwong dién nao hay sao?”

Emily Brewster d4p ngén gon:

“E rang khong c¢6. That 1a mot chuyén dau 1ong. Tuy nhién tdi mong céc
ong sé so'm hi€u dwoc ngon ngudn.”
g .

“T6i hy vong th&’, chic chén roi,” dai td néi.

Emily Brewster tinh bo:

“Chéc khong khé dau.”

“C0 no6i theé'1a nghia ly gi, c6 Brewster?”

“Xin 10i. Chflng phai t6i cd day cac 6ng lIam cdng viéc ciia minh dau a. Tat
c nhirng gi t6i mudn néi 12 v&i hang dan ba Ay chic ciing khd dé dang
thoi.”

Hercule Poirot hoi: “Pé 1a y ki€n cua ¢ a?”



Emily Brewster gét lai:

“D1i nhién. De mortdis nil nisi bonum, t6i bi€t, nhung cac 6ng khong th€ roi
xa thye t&. Nguwoi dan ba Ay 1a d6 t6i bai t dau dén cudi. Cac 6ng chi can
san tim mot chit trong qud khir ghé t&'m cia ¢ ta.”

Poirot hdi that nhe nhang: “C6 khong thich c6 ta a?”

“T6i biét hoi qua nhiéu mot chiit vEé ¢6 ta.” B dap lai cai nhin do hdi cd
ndi ti€p, “Anh ho cda tdi k€t hon véi mot ngwoi trong dong ho Erskine. Co6
18 6ng tirng nghe nhic d&n chuyén nguwdi dan ba d6 xdi giuc ngai Robert
gia nua khi dng 4’y dang trong tinh trang 1d 14n vi tudi gia d€ 6ng d€ lai hu
hét gia san cho c6 ta ma khong cho gia dinh.”

Dai t4 hoi: “Va gia dinh d6 - & - dd phat ¥ vi chuyén Ay a?”

“L€ di nhién. DAu sao quan hé cia dng gid v&i ¢O ta tirng 14 mot xi-cang-
dan, va tdt cing ctia chuyén &'y 1a d€’lai cho c6 ta sd tién nam muwoi ngan
bang, cho tha’y r& 4 12 hang dan ba nao. Tai tin chic minh ndi nghe c6 vé
kho tinh, nhwng theo y tdi nhirng & dan ba nhw Arlena Stuart trén doi nay
chaalng dang dwoc cam thong chiit nao. T6i con bi€t mdt chuyén khac nwra -
mot g tré tudi da hoan toan mat tri vi & - ga van ludn hoi man dai mot chut
- 1€ di nhién quan hé cua ga voi cd ta da day ga xudng vuc thdm. Ga da 1am
gi d&y kha dm mudi v&i mot s& ¢ phién - chi d€ ¢6 tién cung phung cho c6
a - va c6 xoay x¢& d€ thoat khoi bi truy t&. Ngwoi dan ba &y da 1am hong
moi nguoi ¢d ta gdp. Clr nhin cdi cach ¢6 a vira hily hoai anh chang Redfern
di! Khong, tdi ¢ minh khong th€ thwong ti€c gi vi cdi chét cia ¢ ta - mac
du di nhién 1€ ra sé t6t hon néu nhw cd ta bj chét chim hodc nga xuéng tw
vach da. Siét co that ch?ing hay chut nao.”

“C6 nght hung thu 1a mét nguwoi ti trong qua khir cia cd &'y sao?”
“Vang, to1 nghi the".”

“Ké nao dd'y dén tu da't 1ién ma khong ai trong tha’y a?”



“Sao ma ¢0 ai trong thd’y chir? Ta't ca chiing téi déu ¢ bai bién. To6i dwoc
bi€t c6 bé Marshall va Christine di xudng Vinh Hai Au & cach xa roi. Dai
Uy Marshall thi ¢ trong phong minh trong khach san. Thé" thi con c6 ai &
day d&€ ma trong thay hin, ngoai trir c¢6 th€ 1a ¢d Darnley cht?”

“Co Darnley lic 8y dang & dau?”

“Pang ngdi & cdi ranh sau trén dinh vach d4. Goi 1a Ganh Néng. Ching toi
tha’y cd &y & da’y, anh Redfern va t6i, khi ching t6i chéo thuyén quanh
déo.”

“C¢ 1€ cd no1 dung da’y, c6 Brewster a.”

Emily Brewster qua quyét:

“Chéc chén t6i n6i diing. Khi mot ngudi dan ba 1a cdi @6 ban thiu ghé tém
khong hon khong kém, thi chinh a ta 1a manh m&i t6't nha't ¢ the' c6 dwore.
Ong khong ddng y voi tdi hay sao, 6ng Poirot?”

Hercule Poirot ngwde nhin 1én, bat gdp déi mat xam tw tin cua ¢0 ta:

“A ¢6 chir, t6i dong ¥ v&i diéu c6 vira mdi néi d6. Chinh Arlena Marshall
la manh m&i t6t nha't va duy nhat ddi voi cdi chét caa ¢6 ta.”

C6 Brewster n6i that gay git: “A, cit the nhé!”

C6 ditng d6, mot ddng hinh manh mé thing diéng, c4i liéc nhin tv tin lanh
nhat chuyén tr nguoi nay sang nguoi khac.

Pai td Weston ndi: “Co co th€ chac chan, cd Brewster a, ba't ci* manh mo'i
nao c6 the' c6 dwoe trong cude song qua khir ctia cd Marshall sé khong bi
bd qua dau.”

Emily Brewster di ra.

D& chd ng'di & ban, thanh tra Colgate néi v&i vé ddm chiéu:



“C0 ta la ngwoi cwong quyét thé” dd’y. Va da dam lwdi dao vao quy ba da
chét thé"day.”

Duwrng lai mot lat 6ng ndi ti€p v&i vé tram ngam:

“Dau sao thit ddng ti&c vi ¢d ta ¢ chitng cit ngoai pham virng chic nhw
gang thép sudt ca buoi sang. SEp c6 d€' y hai ban tay c6 ta khong? To 1on
nhw tay dan 6ng. Va c6 ta 1a mdt phu nir vam vor, ra't khoe manh, con khoe
hon kh&i dan 6ng nira, phai néi nhw thé”...”

Lai tam dwng, 6ng 1i€c nhin Poirot gan nhw cau khan:

“Ong bao sdng nay cd A’y chwa hé roi khoi bai bién 4, 6ng Poirot?”

Lic dau cham cham, Poirot ddp:

“Ong thanh tra 2, cd ta dd xudng bai bién trede khi Arlena Marshall t&i
dwoc Viing Tién va cd Ay van trong tAm mét cla tdi cho t&i khi 1én thuyén
di v&i anh chang Redfern.”

Thanh tra rau ri n6i: “Nhuw thé 1a k€t thic di€u tra c6 ta ron.”

Ong c6 vé& khong vui vé diéu do.

Van nhue thwong 1€, Hercule Poirot vui khi nhin thA'y Rosamund Darnley.

Ngay ca v&i mot cude diéu tra cda canh sat lién quan d&€n mot vu giét
ngwoi dang s, ¢6 van mang dén mdt nét dac biét wu td cua riéng minh.

C6 ng6i xudng doi dién voi dai td Weston va quay khudn mat thong minh
nghiém trang nhin ong:

“Ong mudn biét tén va dia chi cta tdi phai khong? Rosamund Anne
Darnley. T6i diéu hanh mot doanh nghiép y phuc phu nir mang tén Rose
Mond ¢ 622 Ph6" Brook.”

“Cam on c6 Darnley. Bay gio’ ¢6 ¢6 th€ cho chiing t6i bi€t bat cir di€u gi ¢
th€ gidp chiing t6i chk?”



“That tinh t6i khong nghi ¢6 the gitp dwoc a.”
“Co da lam gi va & dau?”

“T6i an sang khoang chu’ng chin gior ba mwoi, sau d6 1én phong 1ay may
quyén sach va cai 6 che ning, r'oi di d&n Ganh Néng. Chéc hin lic 4 Ay
chung muoi gior hai mwei lam. Téi tré vE khach san khoang ching muoi
hai gior kém muwoi, di 1én 18y vot r'6i ra sdn quan vot, toi choi quéan vot &
d6 mai dén gio’ an trwa.”

“Cd da & trong cdi ho'c trén vach d4 ma khéch san nay goi 12 Ganh Néng tur
muoi gio reei dén muoi hai gio kém muoi a?”

“Vang.”
“Sang nay c6 khi nao c0 trong thd'y Arlena Marshall khong?”
“Khong thiy a.”

“C0 c6 thdy cd &y tur trén vach da khi ¢6 &y chéo be dén Viing Tién
khong?”

“Khong. Chic hin co ta da di qua trwede khi tdi dén do.”

“Sang nay c6 ¢6 d€'y thd'y ba't cr ai trén be hay thuyén khong?”

“Khéng, toi khong nghi 14 minh trong tha’y. Ong biét toi dang doc sdch ma.
Di nhién thinh thodng t6i ngwde nhin 1én nhwng bién hoan toan tréng ving

mdi khi t6i 1am thé&”.”

“C0 khong de’y tha'y ngay ca khi dng Redfern va cd Brewster ché¢o thuyén
qua hay sao.”

“Khong a.”

“T6i nghi ¢6 tirng quen biét dng Marshall phai khéng?”



“Pai iy Marshall 1a ban cii cta gia dinh t6i. Nha ching t6i & sat vach nhau.
Tuy nhién, t6i khong gip anh Ay da kh4 nhiéu nim rdi - chic khodng
ching mwoi hai nam.”

“Con Arlena Marshall thi sao?”

“T6i khong trao doi gi ma’y v&i ¢6 ta tredre khi gdp & day.”

“Theo nhw ¢6 dwee biét thi vor ch'ong dai dy Marshall ¢6 hoa thuin véi
nhau hay khong?”

“Hoan toan hoa thuan, phai néi nhw thé".”

“C6 phai dai iy Marshall tan tinh cham lo cho vo?”

Rosamund dép:

“Co 1& nhu th€". That tinh tdi khong th€' ndi gi vé chuyén &Yy. Dai dy
Marshall kha ¢6 hti - anh &y khong c6 cai € théi tn thoi 1a 1a 167 vi budn
phién trong cudc sdng v ch'ong d€ moi ngwoi déu biét.”

“C0 c6 quy Arlena Marshall khong, c6 Darnley?”

“Khong.”

Am don &Yy thot ra binh than déu déu. Nghe diing nhw vy - chi don gian
néu lén mot thuece t€.

“Sao lai thé?”

Mot nu cweoi niva miéng hién 1én trén d6i mo6i Rosamund, ¢6 néi: “Chéc
chén dng da ph4t hién ra Arlena Marshall khdng dworc phu nit wa thich chi?
C6 ta chan ghét phu nw va to rd diéu &Y. Tuy th€’, t6i mudn may y phuc cho
¢ ta. CO ta 1t ¢6 khi€u dn mic. Trang phuc clia ¢0 ta van ludn ra't ding
muc va mac vao rat hop. Toéi rat mudn co ta lam khach hang ciia minh.”

“C0 4y chi ti€u ra't nhi€u vao mua sdm y phuc a?”



“Chéc han th&. Nhung ¢ ta c6 tién riéng va di nhién dai tiy Marshall ciing
kha gia.”

“C0 c6 bao gio’ nghe néi hay nghi dé€n chuyén ba Marshall dang bi tong
tién khong, co6 Darnley?”

Mot nét kinh ngac hién 1én trén khudn mat day xdc cam ctia Rosamund.
“Tdng tién a? Arlena sao?”” cd hdi.

“Y twdng &y dwdng nhw khién cd ngac nhién?”

“Thua vang, di nhién th&". Chuyén 4%y c6 vé khdng phit hop 18m.”
“Nhung chic chin van c6 the xay ra chir?”

“Moi chuyén déu cé th€ xay ra, phai khong? Poi da sodm day cho ta diéu
dy. Nhung t6i khong hi€u ké nao do6 téng tién Arlena vi cdi gi co chir?”

“T6i cho ring c6 mot s& chuyén gi d&'y ma ba Marshall ¢6 1& da khong
mudn dén tai ch'dong, dung khong?”

“A - a, ding th&".”

Co dién ta sy ngo vuc trong giong néi cia minh v&i mot nu cwoi nira
miéng:

“T6i néi nghe ¢ vé nghi ngo’ ding khéng, nhung ma Arlena kha tai tiéng
VEé cach cu xtr, cd ta chwa bao gio’ ¢6' ra vé minh la nguoi dang ton kinh
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ca.”

“C0 nghi chdng cd &y bi€t r6 quan hé than mat ctia c6 &y voi nhirng ké
khac hay sao?”

C6 mdt khodnh khic tam dirng. Rosamund dang cau may. Cudi ciing c6
mién cwong ddp that cham rai:



“That tinh to1 chang biet phal nghi gi niva. Toi van ludn cho rang Kenneth
Marshall hét strc thang thin, chAp nhin v minh 13 ngwdi nhw the'. Anh &y
khong hé c6 do twdng veé co ta. Nhwng cling ¢ th€ khdng phai vay.”

“Co 1é Oong &y tuyét doi tin twdng vgr a?”

Rosamund c¢6 vé hoi byc minh.

“Pan 6ng ngd’c nghé&ch nhw the’d6. Con Kenneth von thi€u kinh nghiém
trén treong doi dwdi cdi dang vé ty tin hi€u bi€t cia anh &y. C6 1€ da tin
twdng vor mot cach mu quang. C6 1€ cir twdng chi 1a ¢ ta - dwore 4i m6 ma
thoi.”

“C0 khong biét bat cir ai - tiec 1a nghe ndi ba't ¢ ai ¢6 th€ ¢6 ac cam voi
Arlena Marshall a?”

Rosamund Darnley mim cwoi dap:

“Chi toan nhirng ba vor oan gian. Co ta lai bi si€t cd nén t6i cho rang nguoi
da gi€t chet co ta 1a dan 6ng.”

“Phai.”
Rosamund néi voi vé dam chiéu:

“Khong, t6i khong nghi ra bat cir ngwoi nao. Nhwng to6i lam sao ma biét
dwoc, 6ng phai hdi ai d6 trong ddm ngwoi than mat voi cd ta chir.”

“Cam on cd Darnley.”

Hoi xoay ngwoi mot chit trén ghé’, cd hoi:

“Ong Poirot ¢4 ciu nao ¢4n hoi khong a?”

Nu cwoi thodng mia mai ctia ¢6 hwdng vé dng tham t nhw mot anh chorp.

Hercule Poirot mim cwoii, lac dau dap:



“T6i khong nghi ra cau nao ca.”

Rosamund Darnley ding 1én r'6i di ra.
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Ho dang drng & noi tredre day 1a phong ngu cia Ariena Marshall.

Hai ctra sO 1o trd ra mot ban cdng nhin xudng bai tam va bi€n. Anh nang
tran vao cdan phong, chi€u 12p lanh trén day chai lo sdp x&€p 10n xOn trén ban
phan cia Arlena.

O day c6 du tht my phdm va thudc m& 1am 1ién da vin quen ding & céc
tham my vién. Gitra ddm d'6 I€ phu nir nay, ba ngwoi dan 6ng di chuyén c6
chu dinh. Thanh tra Colgate di loanh quanh, déng mé& may cai ngan kéo.

R'6i 6ng ta lau bau mot ti€ng khi thd’y mdt géi nhéd toan cac 14 thw da gap
lai. Ong va Weston cung sodt qua qua.

Hercule Poirot di t&i cdi td quan d4o0. Ong mé cdnh ctra ti bén c6 treo @9,
nhin ngdm v6 s& nhirng vy do va @6 the thao treo trong d6. Ong mé phia
bén kia. QuiAn 4o 16t dan ba xp nhw bot biéh ndm cha't ddng. Trén mot
ngin rong 1 nhitng c4i mii. Con hai cdi nén bing gidy bia ctng mau dd son
va vang nhat ntra - m6t cai mii rom Hawaii to 1o'n - mot cdi mii khac bﬁng
vai lanh xanh sim c6 vanh rii xudng va ba hay bdn cdi mii nhd 16" 1ing chic
h&n mdi c4i phai dat rat nhi€u ky luc Guinness - mot kieu mi béré mau
xanh sAm - mot cdi mii nhwng den trong nhw mot m¢ 16ng khong hon
khong kém - mot cdi mii khong vanh cia dan ba mau xam nhat.

Poirot ding nhin cham cham tirng mén mét - mot nu cwoi do lwong hoi hé
no trén moi Ong.

“Les femmes!” 6ng lam bam.

Dai t4 Weston dang gap lai nhirng 14 thu.

“Ba burc ctia anh chang Redfern,” 6ng néi. “Chd Itra non tor dang thwong!
Vai ndm ntra anh ta sé hi€u 1a khong nén viét thu cho phu nir. Phu nit van
ludn gitr lai cac biee thw du the tho't 1a da dot di ca r'oi. C6 mot bure thw
khac day nay, dong ghi tén nwde cling nhw thé’”



Ong chia n6 ra va Poirot cam 18Y.
Arlena yéu quy,

Chuda o1, anh thdy budn chdn qua! S€ ra di d&€n Trung Qudc - va co 1€
khong gip lai em nhiéu ndm, nhi€u ndm nwa. Anh khong bi€t c6 ga dan dng
ndo c6 the say mé mot ngwdi dan ba ddm dudi nhw anh say mé em. Cam on
da cho td'm séc. Bay gio’ ho sé khong thwa kién nira. Thé nhwng suyt chiit
ntra 12 tiéu doi r'oi, va ta't ca chi vi anh mudn ki€m nhiéu tién cho em. Em
c6 tha thir cho anh dworc khong? Anh mudn gin nhitng vién kim crrong vao
vanh tai em - ddi tai dang yéu clia em - va khodc chudi ngoc trai tring nhw
sita quanh ¢& em, c6 diéu ngudi ta bdo thdi nay ngoc trai chang tot. The' thi
mot vién ngoc luc bao dep tuyét tran nhé? Phai, ding la cai mon ay. Mot
vién ngoc cye to mau xanh luc that mat mét, ddy 4nh Itta 4h chira bén trong.

Pwrng quén anh nhé - nhung em sé khéng quén, anh bi€t ma. Em 1a cta anh
- mai mai.

Tam biét - tam biét - tam biét.
J.N.

Thanh tra Colgate n6i: “Co 1€ can tim hi€m xem li€u J.N. c6 that sy di
Trung Qudc hay chwa. N&u chua - 2, thi ¢6 thé hin 12 k& ta dang tim ki&¢m.
Say mé nguwoi dan ba &Y, ly twdng hda co ta, dot nhién phat hién ra minh bj
dua bon. D61 voi t6i ¢6 vé nhw day 1a anh chang cd Brewster tirng dé cap
dén. bung, t6i nghi di€u nay c6 th€ hiru ich day.”

Hercule Poirot gat dau. “Phai, 14 thw d6 that quan trong. T6i tha’y né rat
quan trong d6.”

Ong xoay nguwoi lai, ddm dam nhin quanh gian phong - nhin nhieng cdi chai
trén ban phan - cdi td quan 4o dang md ctra va mot con bup bé Pierrot to
twdng nam lan trén givong mot cach xa'c xwore.

Ho di vao phong dai iy Marshall 1ién K€ véi phong ¢6 vor nhung khdng cé
ctra ndi thong va khong c6 ban-cong. Cuing quay vé mot hwdng va cling ¢



hai ctra sO nhwng nhd hon ra't nhi€u. Gitra hai ctra s6 ¢6 mot cdi gwong
khung ma vang treo trén twong. Trong gdc ngoai ctra sO bén tay phai 1a ban
trang di€m. Trén d6 c6 hai ban chai bang nga voi, mdt ban chai quan 4o va
mot chai dau bdi. Trong goc phong gan cira sO bén tay trdi la cdi ban viét,
trén d6 d€ mot may danh chir dang mé ra va mot xap gid'y & bén canh.

Colgate lwdt qua thit nhanh r'éi noi:

“T#'t cd déu c6 vé khd 16 rang. A, day 1a birc thu anh ta nhic d&n sdng nay.
DPé ngay 24 - tirc 1a hdm qua. Con day la bi thw ¢6 dong da'u buru dién Vinh
Leathercombe sang hém nay. C6 vé hoan toan trung thyc. By gio ta thir
nghi xem liéu c6 th€ 12 anh ta di chudh bi s&n m& thw tir nay hay khong.”

Colgate ng'6i xudng. Pai td Weston bao:

“Chiing t6i s€ d€ 6ng & lai xem xét, tam thé” da. Chung t6i s€ di xem qua
mot lwgt nhirng gian phong con lai. Bay gio’ moi ngwoi dang khong dwoc
vao hanh lang nay nén chéc ciing hoi byc minh, khé chiu mot chiit roi.”

K& ti€p ho vao trong phong Linda Marshall. Phong nay quay vé hwdng
dong, nhin ra nhirng tang da dwdi bién.

Li&c nhin xung quanh mot lwot, Weston khé néi: “Chéic & day chéng co gi
de xem. Nhung c6 kha nang Kenneth Marshall da d€ gi day trong phong
con gdi vi khong mudn ta tim thdy. Tuy thé" khdng thé cé chuyén 2.
Dudng nhw ching c6 vii khi hay bat ct thit gi ¢an phai gidu di ca.”

Weston tré ra ngoai.

Hercule Poirot ndn lai & d6. Ong thiy c6 gi d6 khién 6ng chi y & trong 10
swdi. Cdi gi d6 vira méi bj d6t gan ddy. Ong quy xudng xem xét that ky,
dat nhirng thir vira tim tha’y 1én mot tor gid’'y. Nén ndng chdy dong lai thanh
mot cuc to twedng méo mo - ma’y manh gid'y hay bia ceng mau xanh 14 ciy,
c6 the’'la mot to’ lich bi xé rovi ra vi d6 1a mot manh gid'y chwa bi chdy mang
mot con s& 5 to twdng va mot dong chir in con sét lai... diéu cao cd...Con
c¢6 mdt cai dinh ghim va thir gi d6 cua thd vat bi chdy, ¢6 1€ 1a 16ng.



Poirot sip x&p chiing thanh mot hang gon gh& r'di nhin dim dim. Ong 14m
bam:

“Hdy thwc hién nhitng diéu cao cd, cho c¢é ngay mo twong cd ngay! C6 th€
la cau d6. Nhwng swu tdm ma’y thir nay d€ lam gi? C’est fantastique!” R'6i
ong ¢Am céi dinh ghim 1&n va méit 6ng mé to, sdng ric. Ong thi thAm:

“Pour [’amour de Dieu! C6 1€ nao lai nhw vay?”

Pang quy bén 10 swdi, Hercule Poirot tw tir dirng ddy, nhin quanh gian
phong. L'dn nay xuét hién mot bi€u hién hoan toan méi mé trén khuén mat
ong. Nghiém trang va gan nhwr nghiém khéc.

Bén trdi bé 10 swdi ¢6 may ngan ké voi mdt hang nhirng quyén sach. Poirot
dam chi€u xem qua mot lwgt cac twa sach.

Mot quyén Kinh Thanh, mét ban kich cua Shakespeare da rach toi ta, Cudc
hon nhan cia William Ashe do ba Humphry Ward sang tac. Me ké’tré cia
Charlotte Yonge. Chang trai & hat Shropshire. An mang trong nha tho: ciia
Eliot. Thdanh Joan cia Bernard Shaw. Cuon theo chiéu gio cia Margaret
Mitchell. Toa dn boc chdy cta Dickson Carr.

Poirot 18y ra hai quyén sach. Me ké'tré va William Ashe, 1i€c nhin vao bén
trong xem con dd'u d@ mo’ nhat déng 1€n trang cé twa sach. Khi chuan bi
x&p lai chiing vao chd cii thi 6ng chot thA'y mot quyén sach da dwoc nhét
vao ding sau nhitng quyéh kia. D6 12 mot quyén sich nhd, nhau nho ban
thiu déng bia da mau nau.

Ong 18y n6 roi mé ra xem, gat dau cham rai.

“Vay la minh dodn diing roi...! dng 1am bam. “Phai, minh ddng r'6i. Nhwng
chuyén kia - ¢6 I€ nao ciling nhw vdy sao? Khong, khong thé nao, trtr phi...”

Ong ditng d6 im lim ba't ddng, van vé hang ria mép trong ldc tAm tri ban
ron xem xé€t lai toan bd van dé€. Ong lai n6i that nhe nhang:

“Trw phi...”



Pai td Weston nhin vao ctra phong:

“Nay nay Poirot, con & da’y khong?”

“T6i toi ngay. Téi ngay day,” Poirot kéu Ién.

Ong voi vang di ra hanh lang.

K& bén phong Linda la phong ctia vo ch'ong Redfern.

Poirot ngd vao bén trong quan sat that ky, chi y mot cach ty dong dén
nhtrng dd'u vét ctia hai cd tinh khac nhau - tinh ky lvong va gon gang ngin
nip khién 6ng lién twdng t&i Christine, va s bira bon 12 dic tinh cta
Patrick. Ngoai nhirng didc di€m trdi ngwec nay thi gian phong khdng cé gi
khi&n 6ng chi y ca.

K& d6 ntra 1a phong Rosamund Darnley, va 6ng nan lai & day trong choc
14t, vi Ong lai tha’y 12 vui vi ban sfc ctia ngwdi thué phong. Ong chd ¥ dén
vai quyén sdch nam trén chiéc ban k& bén giwdng ngt, @6 trang diém don
gian dét tién trén ban phan. Vi nhe nhang bay vao miii dng - mui nudc hoa
cd dung lan tda thoang thoang.

K& bén phong Rosamund & dau phia bic clia hanh lang 12 mot cira s6 mé
rong, dan t&i mot ban-cong, tr d6 ¢6 mot cAu thang bén ngoai khach san,
dan xudng nhing ting dd & bén duwdi.

Dai td Weston néi: “PAYy 14 161 di ngwoi ta thwdng xudng tim tredce bira
di€m tam - tirc 12 n&u ho tdm ngay bén ngoai céc ting d4, hau hét bon ho
van theong lam nhw the.”

V& quan tdm hién 1én trong 4nh mét Poirot, 6ng burdc ra bén ngoai ngd
xudng.

Bén dudi ¢6 mot 167 mon dan tdi cdc ni'c thang duc ngoan ngoeo din
xudng cac tang da gan sat bien. Con c6 mot 167 di vong qua khach san vé
phia bén trai.



Ong néi: “C6 theé xudng cau thang nay, di vé bén trai, vong qua khach san
va ra toi 161 di chinh tw con dwong dap.”

Weston gat dau thém vao cho day du cau ndi cua tham ti:

“C6 the di cit qua hon dio ma khong ¢an xuyén qua khach san.” Ong néi
thém, “Nhung van c6 the bj trong thay ttr ctra s0.”

“Ctra sO nao vay?”
“Hai ctra sO nha vé sinh diing chung nhin ra 161 di &y - hudng bic - nha vé
sinh nhén vién va phong thay d6 dwdi tang trét. Con phong danh bi-da
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nwa.

Poirot git dau. “Tat cd may phong vé sinh d6 déu 14p kinh mo. Ngwoi ta
cling khéng choi bi-da vao mot budi sang dep troi bao gio.”

“Chinh xdc.” Pai td tam ding r'oi néi tiép. “Né&u 1a anh ta thi chic chin anh
ta di theo 181 d6.”

“Ong muo6n noéi dai dy Marshall ha?”

“Phai. Tong tién hay khong tdng tién cling thé’, t6i vin cdm thd’y ¢An chd
t&’i anh ta. Va dang vé cua anh ta - a, anh ta ¢6 dang vé that bat hanh.”

Poirot néi thit lanh nhat:

“Co6 1€ vay. Nhung dang vé khdng 1lam nén mét ké giét nguoi.”

“Thé& Oong nghi anh ta v can hay sao?”

Poirot 1c dau dap: “Khong, téi khong néi nhw vay.”

“Ta s& xem liéu Colgate cé th€ tim ra manh m&i nao vé chirng ctr ngoai
pham tr mdy danh chir hay khong da. Trong lic cho, toi phai gdp cd hau

phong ting nay dang dgi tham van. C6 1€ phian 1on tuy thude vao loi khai
cuia co ta.”



C6 hiau phong 1a mét phu nir tAm ba mwoi tudi, khoé manh, lanh lgi, va
thong minh. CAu tra 1o clia ¢d dén that dé dang.

Dai iy Marshall 1én phong khong 1au sau mwoi gior ba muoi. Lic d6 ¢
dang hoan ta't viec don phong. Anh ta yéu cau cod lam cang nhanh cang tot.

C6 khong trong thdy anh ta vé phong nhung cé nghe ti€ng may danh chw
mot chiit xiu sau d6. C6 cho la khoang chirng mwoi mot gior kém nam. Lic
dé dang & trong phong v chong Redfern. Sau khi don xong phong d6, cd
ti€p tuc sang phong c¢d Darnley & cudi hanh lang. Ttr chd d6 khong the
nghe ti€ng danh mdy. C6 vao phong d6 c6 th€ ndi 1a ngay sau muwoi mot
gior. Co nh& ¢6 nghe ti€ng chudng nha tho Leathercombe di€m gio khi di
vao. Lic mwoi mot gio mwoi lam co xuéng lau d€ udng tra va an vat nhw
thwong van ding vao gior d6. Sau do c6 di don cdc phong & ddy bén kia cua
khach san. Tra loi cau hoi cuia canh sét tredng, ¢6 giai thich da don cac
phong trong hanh lang nay theo th tw nhw sau:

Phong Linda, hai nha v€ sinh dung chung, phong va nha vé€ sinh riéng cta
Arlena Marshall, phong dai iy Marshall. Phong va budng vé sinh ri€ng cta
vo ch'ong Redfern, phong va budng vé sinh riéng cua cd Darnley. Phong
dai Gy va phong co6 con gai khong c6 nha vé sinh riéng k& bén.

Su6t thoi gian lam phong va budng vé sinh cia Rosamund Darnley, c6
khong nghe ti€ng ai di ngang qua ctra hay ra ngoai bang cau thang xuéng
chd cdc ting dd, nhwng hoan toan c6 the ¢d sé khong nghe thd’y néu ai d6 di
ron rén.

Pai td hwong cac cau hoi sang dé tai Arlena Marshall.

Khong, cd Arlena Marshall khong phai 1a ngwoi ¢6 théi quen day som. Co
hau phong Gladys Narracott nay da ngac nhién khi tha’y ctra phong mé
toang va c0 ta da di xudng ngay sau muoi gio. Mot diéu hét sirc bat

thwong. That vay.

“C6 phéi Arlena Marshall van luon ding di€m tAm trén giwong?”



“Da phai, thwa 6ng, van ludn nhw vay. Ciing khong nhiéu nhin gi cho 1im.
Chi ¢6 tra, nwde cam vat va mot mi€ng banh mi nwdng thoi. Kiéng cie d€
gir gin voc dang, nhw ra't nhiéu quy ba a.”

Khong, cd khong tha'y sang hdm nay c6 ta ¢6 vé gi ba't thwong ca. Co ta ¢
vé vAn hoan toan binh throng.

“Co twng nghi gi vé Arlena Marshall?” Hercule Poirot hdi Tam bam.

Nhin dng chidm chip, Gladys néi: “Da, that khé cho t6i néi ra, cé phai
khong thwa 6ng?”

“Phai, nhwng cd phai ndi ra thdi. Ching td6i néng long - ra't néng long -
nghe c¢6 phat bi€u cam twdng.”

C6 hau phong li€c nhin canh sat tredng mdt cai ¢6 vé hoi khé chiu mét
chiit. Ong nay ¢& 1am cho b mit minh ¢ vé thong cam va ddng tinh, mic
du trong long 6ng thdy ¢6 phan xau ho vi phwong phép ti€p can cia dng
ban dong nghi€p ngoai qudc.

“O - phai r'di, n6i di!” 6ng bao.

L'an dau tién Gladys khdng con cirng c¢di nira. Nhirng ngén tay Tan mo trén
cai vdy 4o bang vai in hoa.

Co tra loi: “Da, Arlena Marshall - ¢6 &y khong gidng mdt quy phu nhén, c6
thé’ n6i nhw vay. T6i muén ndi ¢6 &y giong dién vién hon.”

“Thi c6 2y la dién vién ma,” dai ta noi.

“Da phai, thwra 6ng, t6i dang néi vé chuyén d6. Co6 &y ctr cw x&r theo cam
nhan. Co6 &y khong - a, khong ma't cong to ra lich sy n€u khong cam thay
minh can phai lich sg. C6 &y ¢6 mim cwoi trong phit chd'c, roi sau dé néu
khong tim dwore cdi gi d6, bA'm chubng goi ngwoi hdu khdng dwore tra 1o
ngay 14p tirc hay d'6 gidt Gi chwa tra lai, a, thi cd &y vo cung khi€m nha va
thd tuc. C6 thé ndi ching toi chéng ai thich c6 &y ca. Nhung trang phuc cta



cO Ay lai ra't dep, va ta't nhién ban than c6 &'y cling xinh dep, th€ nén dwoc
nguwoi ta ai md la 1€ dwong nhién.”

Dai t4 Weston néi: “Xin 16i vi phdi hdi co6 nhitng diéu toi sap hdi cd sau
day, nhwng d6 1a vi van dé sdng con. Co cb the cho toi bi€t quan hé gitra
vo’ chong Marshall nhwe thé" nao duegrc khong?”

C6 hdu phong ngéan ngwr mot lat roi hai lai:

“Ong khéng - khong phai 12 - 6ng khong nghi 12 6ng dai uy da lam viéc d6
ch?”

Hercule Poirot hoi that nhanh: “Co nghi vy sao?”

“Oi! Toi khong mudn nghi vay dau. Ong &y 14 nguwoi tot 18m, dai dy
Marshall 4. Khong th& ndo 1am mot viéc nhw vdy - chic chin khong the
nao.”

“Nhung c6 khong chic chin 18m - t6i nghe tha’y diéu A7y trong giong néi
cua cd.”

Gladys mién cuong néi: “Ta thwong doc nhirng chuyén nhw vay trén bdo
chi. Khi c6 ghen tudng! N&u nhw ctr ti€p tuc - va td't nhién moi ngwoi da
ban tdn mai vé chuyén do6 - tdi mudn néi vé chuyén giwra cd &y va dng
Redfern. Con c6 Christine Redfern lai 1a cling 1a ngwoi tram lang, ti t& qua
chung! Mot chuyén nhuc nha! Va 6ng Patrick Redfern ciing t t&, nhung
hinh nhw dan 6ng ludén chiu bé tay khi gép nguoi nhw ¢6 Arlena Marshall -
mot ngwrdi di quen 1am theo cdch clia minh. Chic chin céc ba vo phai kién
nhan chiu dyng rat nhiéu.” Co thé dai roi dung lai mot 1at. “Nhung néu
nhw dai iy Marshall ma phat hién ra...”

Pai t4 hdi git: “Thi sao?”
Co6 hau phong cham rai dap:

“P0oi ldc toi ting nghi c6 Arlena Marshall ra't s ch'ong biét chuyén.”



“Piéu gi khi€n cd nghi the?”
“Chfmg phéi la diéu gi rd rang, thwa 6ng. Chi la t6i cdm tha’y - d6i khi co
Ay s¢ chong. D6 1a quy 6ng rat tram tinh, nhwng 6ng 2y khong - 6ng 2y

khong dé dii dau a.”

“Nhung ¢6 khong theé néi diéu gi r6 rang, cu theé hay sao? Piéu gi hai ngwoi
dy teng néi voi nhau chang han?”

Gladys lac dau. Dai t4 thé dai roi néi tiép:

“Bay gio hdy néi vé nhirng birc thwr ¢6 Arlena Marshall nhan sdng nay. Co
c6 th€ cho ching toi biét diéu gi vé nhirng birc thw 4y khong?”

“C6 chung sdu, bay 14 thw, thwa 6ng. T6i khong nhé chinh xac.”
“C06 dem chung 1én cho c6 &y a?”

“Da, thwa 0ng. Toi 18y tir van phong nhw thwong 1€, roi dit 1én khay di€m
tdm cda cd ay.”

“C0 con nho diéu gi vé bé ngoai ma’y birc thw khong?”
Co gdi lac dau.

“Chi 1a nhirng 14 thw binh thwong th6i. Mot s6”1a héa don va thong bao giri
cho khéch hang, t6i nghi vy vi ching bi xé nat trén cai khay.”

“R'6i sau d6 ching dwore xi 1y thé nao?”

“Pa bd vao thung rac, thwa 6ng. Mot 6ng canh sat by gio dang xem xét
ddy a.”

Weston gat dau r'oi hoi:
“Con nhirng thir gid'y vun khac dau ro6i?”

“Cling trong thung rac.”



“Hwm - a, toi nghi hién gio thé"1a @ r'6i.”

Ong nhin Poirot dd hdi. Nghiéng ngudi t&i trede, tham tir hoi:

“Sang nay khi don phong c¢6 Linda Marshall, ¢6 ¢é don 10 swdi khong?”
“Chfmg cé gi d€ don ca, thwa 6ng. Khong c¢6 dot Itva a.”

“Trong 10 swdi khong cé bat c thir gi hay sao?”

“Khong c6, thwa dng. Hoan toan on ca.”

“C0 don phong cho Linda lic may gio?”

“Khoédng chung chin gio' mwoi 1am, thwa 6ng, khi ¢d bé da xudng dudi nha
an sang.”

“Linda c6 tro 1én phong sau bira di€m tam khong, cd biét chr?”

“Da c0, thira dng. Co bé 1én phong khoang chirng muoi gior kém muoi
lam.”

“Linda c6 ¢ lai trong phong khong?”

“T6i nghi 1a c6, thwa 6ng. Co Ay di ra kha voi ngay tredc muoi gior rwedi.”
“Co6 khong vao phong cd &y I'an nira a?”

“Da khong, thra 6ng. T61 da lam xong roi a.”

Poirot gat dau. “Con mot chuyén ntra t6i mudn bi€t. Sdng nay nhirng nguoi
nao da tam bién tredre khi an sang?”

“T6i khong th€ n6i vEé ddy phong phia bén kia va fang trén. Chi néi vé day
phong nay théi a.”

“T6i chi mudn biét vy thoi.”



“Da thwa 6ng, t6i nghi sang nay chi c6 dai iy Marshall va cd Christine
Redfern thoi a. Ho thwong xu6ng ngdm minh lic sang soém.”

“C0 c6 nhin thdy ho khong?”

“Da khong, thra 6ng, nhung @6 tdm bj wdt ctia ho van photi trén lan can
ban-céng nhw thwong 1€.”

“Sdng nay Linda Marshall khong tdm 2?”

“Da khong, thwa 6ng. T4t cd 4o tdm cta cd &y déu kho rdo.”
“A.” Poirot néi. “Do¢ 1a diéu t61 mudn bi€t.”

Co6 hau phong Gladys Narracott ty néi thém:

“Gan nhu sdng nao co Ay ciing tdm, thura dng.”

“Con ba nguoi kia, cd Darnley, Christine Redfern va Arlena Marshall thi
sao?”

“Co Marshall thi khéng bao gio, thwa 6ng. C6 Darnley ¢6 1€ ching mét hai
Ian. C6 Redfern thwong khong tdm trudre bira sang - chi khi ndo troi rat
néng birc, nhung sang nay co 4y khong tam bién.”

Poirot lai gat dau r'oi héi:

“T6i thic méc khong o cd c¢6 d€y tha'y ma't mdt cdi chai trong ma’y phong
cd phu trach & day phong nay hay khong?”

“M0ot cdi chai sao, thwra 6ng? Loai chai nao a?”

“That khong may la tdi khong bi€t. Nhwng c¢6 cé d€'y tha'y hay hinh nhw d¢
y thd’y ma't di mot cdi chai?”

Gladys thanh thit tra 1o::



“Phong ¢6 Arlena Marshall thi tdi khong d€’y, thwa 6ng, 1a vi cd 8y c6 qua
nhiéu chai lo.”

“Con cac phong khac thi sao?”

“Da, t61 khong chdc chdn veé cd Darnley. C6 2y ¢6 khd nhi€éu kem va dau
bdi. Nhwng cac phong khac thi c6, t6i c6 d€'y, thwra 6ng. T6i mudén ndi gid
nhw t6i chu tam d€'y thi tdi s€ thd'y, xin thwa nhw vay.”

“Nhwng that ra cd da khong de'y a?”

“Da khong, vi tdi da khong chu tdm toi chuyén do, nhw vira moi néi.”
“Vay c¢6 1€ bay gio’ ¢6 nén di xem thi di.”

“Tat nhién ro1, thwa 6ng.”

Co6 rovi khoi phong, cdi vdy 4o in hoa kéu sot soat.

Pwa mat nhin Poirot, dai td Weston hoi: “Tat ca chuyén nay la sao?”
Poirot khé dép:

“Pau 6c sap x€p ngan nap cua tdi né thwong bi nhieng chuyén vat lam cho
buc boi d6 ma! Cé Brewster néi sang nay dang tam bén ngoai cac tang da
sau bira an sang thi suyt bi mot cdi chai tw trén cao ném tring. Eh bien, toi
muOn bi€t a1 da ném cai chai va tai sao lai ném di?”

“Ong ban o, bd't cir ngwoi nao cling co the viet bd mot céi chai d6 ma.”
“Hoan toan khong phai vay. Tred'c hét né chi ¢6 th€ bi ném di tor mot cira
s0 nao d6 & phia dong ctia khach san - tirc 1a mdt cira sO trong s& cac phong
ta vira vao xem. Bay gio tdi hdi 6ng néu ¢ mdt cai chai khdng trén ban
trang di€m hay trong phong tam, 6ng s€ lam gi v&i né? Xin thwa 6ng
thwong bd né vao sot rac. Ong khdong ma't cong di ra ban-cong va ném nd

xudng bi€n. Vi thir nha't 1a nho tring ai d6, thw hai 1a t6n cong. Khong, 6ng
chi lam vay khi 6ng khong mudn ai nhin tha’y cdi chai dac biét d6.”



Weston ng6 6ng lom lom:

“T6i biét 1a chanh thanh tra Japp ma t6i teng gdp khi diéu tra mot vu an
cich day khong 1au, van ludn néi dng cé dau 6¢ cue ky réc 18, khé hidu.
Bay gio dng s€ khong bao t6i 1a Arlena Marshall khdng phai bj sié€t cd dau
ma 14 bi dau ddc bang mot thi thudc bi &n ttr mot cdi chai bi 4n da’y cht?”
“Khong, khong, to1 khong nghi c¢6 thud'c doc trong cai chai d6 dau.”

“The thi c6 cai g1?”

“T6i hoan toan khong biét. Thé nén td6i moi quan tam.”

C6 hau phong quay tré lai, hoi thé ¢6 chit gap gap.

“Xin 16i 6ng, nhung t6i khdng tim dwoc ba't ci thit gi bi thi&u. Chic chin
khong c6 gi ma't di trong phong dai iy Marshall hay trong phong ¢6 Linda,
ca trong phong 6ng ba Redfern ciing vay, va tdi chic chén trong phong cd
Darnley cling khong ma't di cdi gi ca. Nhwng t6i khong thé néi vé phong
ctia cd Arlena Marshall. Nhw t6i n6i d6, c6 &y ¢6 qué nhiéu chai lo.”

Poirot nhin vai. “Khodng sao. D€ chuyén d'6 chiing t6i s€ tinh.”

“Con gi ntra khong, thwa 6ng?” Gladys Narracott hoi, [an lwgt nhin hai
nguoi.
Pai td Weston néi: “Khdng, cdm on ¢d.”

Poirot néi: “To1 chwa cdm on ¢ dau. Co chac chan khong c6 gi - hoan toan
khong ¢6 diéu gi ¢6 quén chwra néi cho chiing t6i bi€t chix?”

“V€ cb Arlena Marshall, phai khong thwa 6ng?”

“Veé ba't cir diéu gi. Ba't cir diéu gi ba't thwong, khong ding, khong giai
thich dwoc, hoi khac thwong, kha ky la - ba't e diéu gi - enfin, ¢6 cai gi d6
khi€n co phai ty nhi hay néi voi mot dong nghiép 1a “That la qua!” hay
khong?”



Gladys d4p c6 vé khong chéc chin:
“Da khong phai thir chuyén 6ng mudn néi dau, thwa 6ng.”

“Pung d€'y t6i mudn ndi gi! Co6 khdng bi€t tdi mudn ndi gi dau. Vay phai
chang ding 1a hom nay ¢6 tirng tw nhd hay néi véii mot d6ng nghiép, ‘that
la qua!’?”

Poirot ndi ra ba tr d6 voi vé chdm bi€m.
Gladys no6i: “That ra chaamg c¢6 gi dau. Chi 1a chuyén mot bon tim thio

nwoc. Toi da nhan xét vai Elsie & dwdi Tau, rang that 1a lai ¢6 ngwoi tam
bon vao khoang muwoi mdt gio trra.”

“B6n tdm cda ai? Ai tim trong bon?”
“T6i khong biét cua ai, thwa 6ng. Chiing t6i nghe ti€ng nwdc chdy xuéng

Ong thodt tir day phong nay, chi ¢ vay thoi, va dé 1a lic t6i néi diéu minh
nghe thdy voi Elsie.”

“Cd chéc chin 12 bon tim a? Khong phai bon rira tay?”

“Oi, hoan toan chéc chin, thwa 6ng. Khong thé nham 14n ti€ng thoat nwde
bon tam dau a.”

Poirot t6 y khong mudn giw ¢6 lai 1au hon nra. Co6 hau phong dwoc phép ra
VeE.

Weston héi: “Ong khong nghi va'n dé cdi bdn tm nay quan trong d6 chir,
ong Poirot? T6i thd’y chuyén d6 chang cé gia tri gi ca. Bau c6 vét mau hay
bt ctr cdi gi phai rira sach. P&’y 1a...” dng ngan ngu.

Poirot ngit ngang: “Ong dinh néi d6 1a loii thé caa viée siét 5! Khong c6
v&t mdu, khdng c6 vii khi - khong c6 gi phai tdng khi di hay che gidu ca!
Khdng c¢an gi hét ngoai sttc manh co bip - va tdm hon ciia mot ké sdt
nhan.”

Giong Poirot hét sirc manh liét, day cam xtc khi€n Weston hoi giat 1ui lai.



Poirot mim cwdi vé xin 16i:
“Khong c6 gi ca,” dng ndi, “co 1€ chuyén cai bon tam chang quan trong gi
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ca. B4t cwr ai ciing c6 the tdm trong bon. Christine Redfern tam trieorc khi di

danh quan vot, dai iy Marshall, c6 Darnley cting vay. Nhw t6i n61 d6, ba't
ctr ai. Chang c6 gi trong chuyén &y.”

Mot vién canh sat go ctra roi tho dau vao.

“La c6 Darnley, thwa s€p. C6 a8y bdo mudn gép lai s€p mét 1at. Cé chuyén
cO 2y quén chwa cho s€p biet a.”

“Chung t61 xudng ngay day,” Weston noi.

Nguwoi ddu tién ho trong thay 1a Colgate. Mit 6ng ta that rau ri:

“Xin cho mét chiit, thwa sép!”

Weston cuing Poirot theo sau 6ng ta di vao van phong cia ba Castle.

Thanh tra Colgate néi: “Toi da ki€m tra cing voi Heald veé viéce cai may
mady danh chir nay. Khong c6 gi dang nghi ngo, viéc &y chang theé nao lam
xong dudi mét gio dong h'd. Lau hon thé néu ta phai ding lai suy nghi &
chd nay chd no. Theo t6i, néu sip x&p viéc Ay thi cling kh4 tai tinh. Va hay
xem birc thw nay!”

Ong ta chia no ra.

“Marshall than,

Xin 10i qua’y riy khi 6ng dang nghi he, nhwrng mot tinh hudng hoan toan
khong biét trede da ndy sinh vE hgp dong Burley va Tender &y...”

“Vén van va van van,” Colgate néi. “D¢€ ngay 24 - tirc 1a hdm qua. Ddu buu
dién trén bi thw t61 hom qua E.C.1. va Vinh Leathercombe sang hom nay.
Dung cling mdt may danh chir ngoai bi thw va trong birc thw. Va theo noi
dung &y ro rang Marshall khong th€ nao chuan bi triede bire thw phiic dap.



Céc s0' liéu phat sinh twr s&' liéu trong birc thw - toan bd ndi dung khdng hé
don gian.”

“Hurm,” Weston rau i néi. “Thé 1a chic phai loai Marshall ra ngoai vong
diéu tra roi. Phai xem xét chd khdc thdi.” Ong néi thém, “T6i phai gip lai
cd Darnley. Biy gio’ ¢6 &y dang cho.”

Rosamund nhanh nhen di vao, mim cwdi ra chiéu hdi 16i. Co néi:

“Toi vo cling xin 16i. C6 1€ khong dang d€ 1am phién vEé viéc nay. Nhung ta
thwong quén diéu nay diéu kia nhw the””

“Chuyén gi th€, c6 Darnley?” Canh sat tredng chi cho ¢6 mot cai ghé’.

A 6 Yo A A A pd po / .
C0 ldc cai dau can doi c6 mai téc den xinh dep:
“Oi, chuyén khong dang phai ng6i xuéng dau a. Pon gidn la thé nay. Toi
da néi v&i 6ng sudt budi sang 1a nam trén Ganh Nang. Piéu &y khong hoan
toan chinh xac. T6i quén c6 mdt Tan vao buoi sang da tré vé khach san roi
lai ra ngoai.”
“Luc 8y la maYy gio, c6 Darnley?”
“Chac han la mueoi mot gio mwoi ldm a.”
“Co0 noi da trd veé khach san a?”

“Vang, toi da quén chi€c kinh ram, lic dau t6i dinh k&, nhung sau thd'y moi
mit nén quyét dinh vé 1ay.”

“Co di thrflng vao phong roi ra luén u?”
“Vang. A, thce ra toi ¢6 ghé qua chd Ken - dai iy Marshall. T6i nghe tiéng
mady danh chir ctia anh &y va nghi cit & trong phong ddnh mdy vao mot

ngay dep troi nhw thé thi ngé'c qua. T6i dinh bao anh &y ra ngoai.”

“Thé& dai uy Marshall da n6i gi?”



Rosamund mim cwoi hoi bén 1én.

“A, khi t6i mé& cira phong, anh &y dang mai danh mdy, cau may c6 vé qué
tap trung nén tdi lai lang 1ang bo di ludn. C6 1€ tham chi anh &'y cling chang
biét t6i di vao.”

“Va Idc 4y 12 - ldc may gidr, ¢ Darnley?”

“Chi ching mwoi mot gio’ hai mwoi thdi. Toi ¢6 nhin dong h'd trong sanh
khi tré ra ngoai.”

“Va di€u 2y cud1 cung da khép lai chuyén nay,” thanh tra néi. “Co6 hau
phong nghe 6ng ta ddnh may mai d&€n mwoi mot gio' kém nam. C6 Darnley
tha’y 6ng ta lic mwoi mot gio’ hai mwoi, trong khi nan nhan chét ldc mwoi
hai gior kém muwoi lam. Chinh anh ta néi trong lic &y dang danh may trong
phong minh va c6 vé ding la anh ta lic dé dang danh mdy trong phong.
Vay la phdi loai han dai iy Marshall ra ngoai vong di€u tra.”

Ong dirng lai, r'6i nhin Poirpt véi d6i chiit hi€u ky, 6ng hoi:

“Ong Poirot dang xem xét diéu gi da’y nghiém trong, h?”

Tham t& dap voi vé dam chiéu:

“T6i dang thic méc tai sao c6 Darnley bat thinh linh lai tw nguyén khai
thém chirng cir nay.”

Thanh tra Colgate nganh dau nhin, c6 y canh giéc:

“Nghi chuyén nay c6 gi dm mudi a? Khong phdi chi 1a “quén mat” hay
sao?”

Ong ta ngdm nghi chirng vai phit rdi héi tiép that cham rii:

“Thé nay, thwa dng, ta hdy xem xét theo hwong nay! Gia st sang nay cd
Darnley khong & trén Ganh Ning nhwr c6 &y néi. Cau chuyén Ay 13 néi doi.
Gia str sau khi k€ cho ta nghe ciu chuyén dé, c6 &y phat hién ¢6 ngwoi da
trong tha'y minh & chd khéc, hay ddi lai 1a c6 ngudi 1én Ganh Ning ma



khong trong &y. Do d6, ¢6 &y mau chong deng cau chuyén nay roi dén k&
cho ta nghe d¢ gidi thich viéc c¢d &y ving mit. Ong c6 d€'y tha'y cd &y can
than ndi la dai dy Marshall khong thdy c6 &y ghé vao phong da’y khong?”

Poirot 1am bam: “Phai, t6i c6 d€'y diéu d6.”

Weston to vé khong tin. “Cé phai 6ng dang dat gia thi€t 1a cd Darnley c6
lién can toi vu nay? V& van, phi ly. Sao ¢6 &Yy lai lién can dwoc?”
Thanh tra Colgate ho hiing hing.

“Sép s€ nh¢ ra di€u ba Gardener nguwoi My da néi. Ba &y gan nhw am chi
cd Darnley da phai long dai iy Marshall. Cé dong co, thwa s€p.”

Weston st rudt néi: “Arlena Marshall khong bi phu ntr gi€t chét. Ta phai
tim ki€m mot ga dan 6ng. Phai bam sat nhirng ngwoi dan dng trong vu dn
nay.”

Thanh tra Colgate tho dai.

“Vang, dung th&’, thwa s&p. Ta van ludn quay trd lai vin dé A'y, phai khong
a?’?

Weston ndi ti€p: “T6t hon hét nén phai mot canh sat ti€p tuc xac dinh thoi
gian V€ mot vai viéc. Tw khach san di ngang qua ddo, dé€n dinh cai thang.
Cho ciu ta do thoi gian khi chay va khi di bd. Ciing lam nhw the v&i cdi
thang. Va cho cdu nao dd’y ki€m tra xem ma't bao 1au d€ cheo be tit bii tim
dén cai vinh nho.”

Thanh tra gat dau.

“Toi s€ lo liéu chu ddo ta't ca viéc aYy, thwa s€p,” Ong ta ndi ¢6 vé ty tin.
Canh sat tredng néi: “Co 1€ bay gio toi sé di ti€p dén cdi vinh nhd. Xem
thi Phillips c6 phat hién ra diéu gi hay khong. Con ca cdi Pong Tién ta vira

nghe nhic d&n 4Yy. Phai xem tht liéu ¢6 dau vé&t nao clia mdt gd dan dng
cho doii trong &y khong. Nay Poirot, 6ng nghi sao?”



“Pwong nhién roi. P6 1a mot kha nang.”

“Néu ké nao tir bén ngoai le lang 1én sang h'on dao thi dd’y sé 1a mot noi 1an
tron ra't to't - néu nhw hin da biét vé cdi dong A'y. Toi cho ring dan dia
phwong biét chx?”

Colgate dap: “T6i khodng tin 1op nguoi tré tudi bi€t dwgrc. S€p biét da'y, k&
twr khi khai treong khach san nay cdi vinh nho &Yy tré thanh tai san cd nhan.
Dan chai khong dén dé’y, ca cac bira tiéc da ngoai ciing dwoc to chiee &
day. Nguwoi ctia khach san lai khdng phai dan dia phwong. Ba Castle 1a
ngwoi London.”

“Ta c6 th€ dan theo Redfern. Anh ta da cho biét vé né. Con Ong thi sao, dng
Poirot?”

Hercule Poirot do dy. Phat am véi nglr diéu ngoai qudc, 6ng néi: “T6i thi
cung nhw c0 Brewster va c6 Redfern, khong thich leo xudng cdi thang
thang dirng d6 dau.”

Weston néi: “Ong c6 th€ di vong bing thuyén.”

Poirot lai thd’ dai: “Cédi bao t cia tdi n6 khdong dwgrc vui trén mat bién
dau.”

“Khéng sao dau, hom nay dep troi, séng yén bién ling kia ma. Ong khong
theé’ bd roi ching t6i dau day.”

Hercule Poirot khong c6 vé gi 1a dap lai loi khan cau nay cta dng nguoi
Anh. Nhung ngay lic d6 ba Castle tho khuén mét ménh phuy véi ki€u tée

chdi chudt cau ky qua canh ctra.

“T61 hy vong da khong dwong dot,” ba ta ndi, “nhung cha Lane vira moi
Yy V¢ 1 ¢
tré vé dé a. Chac la cac dng mudn biét.”

“A phai day, cdm on ba Castle. Chidng toi s& giip 6ng &'y ngay lap tirc.”



Budc téi mot chit vao phong, ba Castle néi: “Toi khong biét ¢c6 dang de€
noi t&i hay khong, nhung t6i tirng nghe bao 1a si ¢6' nhd nhat nha't cling
khong nén phot 1o di...”

“Phai da'y, gi thé”a?” Weston c6 vé st rudt.

“C6 mot quy ba voi mot quy Ong tdi ddy khoang ching mot gior. T dat
1i€n qua. b€ dung bira trra. Ho dwoe thong bao da c6 mot tai nan va trong
hoan canh &y khong thé€ phuc vu bira trwra.”

“Ba co bi€t bo 1a ai bay khong?”

“Td1 hoan toan khong bi€t. Ta't nhién ho khong néi té€n. Ho t6 ra tha't vong
va c6 doi chit hi€u ky veé tinh cha't cda tai nan. Tat nhién t6i khong the€ cho
ho biét diéu gi hét. C6 the' néi d6 1a khach thude tang 16p kha gia di du lich
mua he.”

Weston ndi cOc can:

“Thoi, dwore r'6i, cdm on ba da cho ching t6i biét. Co6 1€ khdng quan trong,
nhwng hoan toan ding - o - 1a ghi nhé moi viéc.”

“Ta’t nhién t6i mong dwgrc lam tron phan sy cia minh.”

“Pung, ding th€&". Xin ba moi cha Lane dén day cho!”

Cha Stephen Lane rdo budc vao phong that manh mé nhw thwong I€.
Weston tw gidi thiéu:

“T6i 1a cdnh sét tredng hat nay, cha Lane a. Chic cha da dwoc nghe néi
chuyén gi xay ra & day roi chi?”

“R6i - biét r'oi - ta da nghe ndi khi vira m&i vé dén day. Kinh khing...
Kinh khdng...” Than hinh manh dé run run, 6ng ha giong néi: “Ngay tw
dau - k& tr lic mdi dén diy ta da tha’y rd - tha’y ra't rd quyeén lec cua céi 4c.
O sdt bén.”



Do6i mét clia 6ng, nhitng con mét birng chdy Itra nhiét tinh hwéng vé
Hercule Poirot, 6ng hoi:

“Con nho khon , ong Poirot? Cudc tro Chlly@l’l cua chdng ta cach dﬁy mﬁ’y
: :
ngay ay? Vé hién dién cia cai éC, ¢6 nho khong?”

Weston dang cham chud quan sat céi hinh dang cao rdo gay go ay voi doi
chut bd1 ro1. Ong tha’y that khé hidu con ngwdi niy. Anh mét vi cha xi
quay tré lai voi Ong.

Vi cha x& n6i v&i mot nu cwoi nhe nhe:

“Ta thdy chuyén &y dwong nhw ky quai v&i 6ng. Dao nay ching ta da roi
bd ni€m tin V€ cdi 4c. Pa huy bo Itra dia nguc r'oi! Ching ta khdng con tin
c6 quy st nira! Nhung quy Satan va lil tay sai ctia hin chwa bao gio c6
quyeén lyc 1on lao hon ngay nay!”

“O- & - phai, c6 1€ the¢”. Pa’y la dia hat cua cha, cha Lane a. Dia hat cua t6i
fam thwong, té nhat hon - lam sang t6 mot 4n mang.”

“Mot tir that ddng so. An mang! Mot trong nhirng t0i dwoc biét d&n sém
nhi't trén tran the - nhin tim lam d&6 mau mot ngwdi anh em vé toi...” Ong
tam dirng lai, lim dim ddi mét roi hdi v&i giong binh thudng hon: “Ta ¢
thé gitip 6ng bang cach nao day?”

“Trwdre tién, cha Lane a, xin cho chuing t¢i bi€t hom nay 6ng da lam gi va &
dau?”

“RAat sin long. Ta kh&i hanh sé'm d€ di lang thang. Ta thich di bo. Ta da t&i
kha nhiéu noi & ving qué quanh ddy. Hom nay da dén lang St. Petrock
trong thung Liing Hep. Cach day chung bdy dam - mot chuyén di bo that
thd vi trén vung da't trung du & hat Devon. C6 mang theo ma’y mén d€ an
trira trong mot lum cay. Ta da viéng tham nha tho - ¢6 mot s§” v&t nirt - may
ma chi 1a nit may td'm kinh tw thoi tredre - con ¢6 mot birc binh phong ¢6
v€ hinh trang tri ra’t thd vi nwra.”

“Cam on cha Lane. Cha c6 gdp ai trong khi di bd khong?”



“Khong k& xiét. Mot chiéc 6 td chay ngang qua mot Tan, hai thing bé cudi
xe dap va ma’y con bo cdi nira. Tuy nhién,” 6ng nim cwoi, “néu 6ng mudn
c6 bang ching ve 10 khai ca ta, thi ta dd ghi tén minh trong quyéh sd &
nha the. Ong ¢6 thé tim thdy n6 & day.”

“Cha da khong gép bat cr ai & nha tho’ 8y - cha xr y hay nguoi quéan 1y
nha tho a?”

Cha Lane 1c dau dép:

“Khong, chfmg cé ai & quanh ddy va ta la khach d&n vi€ng tham duy nhat.
Nha tha Thanh Petrock 1a dia di€m héo lanh. Chinh ng6i lang ciing cach nha
tho’ toi nira ddm.”

Pai ta vui vé noi:

“Xin cha dwng nghi chiing t6i dang - o - nghi ngo’ loi cha. Ma déy 1a vamn
dé ki€m tra moi ngwoi. La tha tuc thuwong 1€, cha biét day, tha tuc thuwong
1€. Phai bam sat tha tuc thwong 1€ trong cac vu an ki€u nay.”

DPirc cha Lane néi diu dang:

“A phai, ta hiéu chi.”

Weston noi ti€p:

“Bay gio 1a diém k& ti€p. Cha c6 biét ba't ctr diéu gi c6 the hd tror cho
chiing t6i hay khéng. B4t ctr diéu gi vé nan nhan? Ba't cr diéu gi c6 the
cho ching t6i mot chi da'u vé ké da gi€t c6 ay? Ba't cr diéu gi cha ting
nghe hay tung thay &y?”

Cha Lane dap:

“Ta chgng nghe gi ca. Chi ¢6 th€ néi voi dng diéu nay: ta da biét theo ban
ning ngay lic vira m&i gdp mit, rang Arlena Marshall 13 noi cdi 4c tap
trung vao. Co a chinh la cdi 4c! Hién than cua céi 4c! Pan ba cd the gidp ich
va la ngu'don cdm hirng cta dan dng trong cudc sdng - nhung cling c6 the€



1am cho ho suy sup. C6 th&'16i hin xudng mitc mot con vat. Ngudi da chét
d6 1a mot & dan ba nhw the” ddy. Co6 4 khéu goi moi diéu d6i bai trong ban
tinh dan ong. C6 4 1a Jezebel va Aholibah. Gio’ day c6 a da bi chinh sy xau
xa do danh guc.”

Hercule Poirot cyra quay.

“Khong phai danh guc guc - ma la si€t co. Bi si€t c0, cha Lane a, bang doi
ban tay ctia mdt con ngwoi.”

Hai ban tay clia dng thay tu run 1én. Nhitng ngén tay quin quai va co quép.
Ong ha giong néi nghe nghén nghen:

Thét kinh to'm - kinh t&m - phai n6i 1a nhw the’ ha?”

Poirot ndi: “Swy that don gian 1a nhw vay do. Ong co nhan dinh gi khong,
cha Lane, d6 1a hai ban tay cta ai?”

Ong thay tu 1§ dau ddp:

“Ta chgng bi€t gi ca - chealng gica...”

Weston ditng 1én. Ong néi sau khi li€c nhin Colgate , va dng nay ddp lai voi
mot cai gat dau hau nhw khong the nao nhéan thay. “A, ta phai di ti€p dén
cai vinh nhé 8y.”

Cha Lane héi:

“C6 phai day 1a noi - xdy ra vu &y khong?”

Dai ta git ddu. Cha xtr lai hoi:

“C6 thé - ¢6 thé cho tdi cung di dwgrc khdong?”

Vira dinh tra 101 cut ngun 1a khong dwoc, Weston bj Poirot chén lai.

“Pueee thodi,” Poirot dap. “Cwr 1én thuyén di theo t6i t&i do, cha Lane a! Ta
s€ kh&i hanh ngay 14p tirc.”
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Budi sang hdm d6 Tan thir hai Patrick Redfern chéo thuyén vao Viing Tién.
Ngoi trén thuyén c6 Hercule Poirot mit tai xanh, mot ban tay dit 1én chd
bao tir, va cha Lane. Pai td4 Weston theo trén bo, vi gap tré ngai ¢ doc
dwong nén Ong t&i bai bién ding ldc chi€c thuyén cap bo. Mot canh sat va
mot trung si mac thwong phuc da ¢ mat & d6. Weston dang gang hdi vién
trung si thi ba ngwoi twe chi€c thuyén di 1€n bai gap ong.

Trung si Phillips n6i: “T6i nghi da xem xét bai bién twng li ting ti r'oi, thura

s€p.
“Tdt, cau da tim thd’y nhung gi?”
“Tat ca déu ¢ day, thwa s€p, n€u s€p mudn dén xem a.”

Nhirng d6 vat thu gom dwore dat that gon gang trén mot tang da. Cé mdt cai
kéo, mot bao thudc 14 Gold Flake rdng, nim cai ndp chai c6 nhin hiéu, mot
s0 que di€m da dung r'oi, ba s¢i ddy, vai mau gid'y bdo, mot manh 6ng di€u
bi v&, bdn cdi niit 40, xwong chan ga va mot chai dAu tim ning tréng
khong.

Dai t4 nhin xudng, danh gid nhung d6 vat do.

“Hwm,” 6ng ndi. “Bai bién nay cling nhw cac bai khac! Dao nay c6 vé nhw
hau hét moi ngwoi TAm twdng bai bién 1a bai rac cdng cdng hay sao ay!
M2’y céi chai rdng d3 & ddy mot thoi gian roi vi nhan hiéu da mo thé kia -
phai néi 12 cdc moén khac ciing nhw the€. Tuy nhién cai kéo van con séng
loang, m&i toanh. Khong bi phoi ngoai trdn mwa ngay hom qua. Tim thay
né ¢ dau?”

“Gan dudi chan cdi thang, thwra s€p. Manh 0'ng di€u nay ciing thé"a.”

“Hwrm, c06 1€ ai dd'y da danh roi khi 1én hay xudng thang. Khdng phat hién
chu cta ching la ai a?”



“Khong, thwa s&p. Mot cdi kéo cit méng tay hoan toan binh thudng, 6ng
di¢u 1am bing thi ré ciy thach thio hdo hang - dit tién.”

Poirot tram ngam khé noi:
“Pai iy Marshall c6 néi anh ta d€ lac ma't ong di€u.”

Weston néi: “Marshall da & ngoai vong diéu tra roi ma. Du sao thi anh ta
cling khdng phéi ngwoi duy nhat hdt dng di€u.”

Hercule Poirot chdm chu quan sat cha Stephen Lane cho tay vao tii roi lai
rat ra. Ong vui vé néi: “Ong ciing hit 6ng di€u, khong phai vay sao cha
Lane?”

Ong thiay tu giat minh nhin Poirot.

“Phai. A c6. Ong di€u 12 ban than ludn dong hanh cing ta.” Lai dit tay vao
tdi, Ong rut ra mGt 6ng di€u, nh'di thudc vao roi dot 1én.

Poirot bd di t&i chd Patrick dang ding v&i dnh mét tha't than. Ong ha giong
noi: “Ra't mung vi ho da dwa co ta di chd khéc roi.”

Cha Lane héi: “Tim thdy c0 & & dau th&?”
Trung si vui vé dap:
“Ngay chd cha dang ding d6, thwa cha.”

Dirc cha le lang vot sang mdt bén. Ong nhin chong choc chd minh vira roi
khoi.

Trung si noi ti€p:

“Vi tri cdi beé bi nwdre day 1én phtt hop v&i két qua giam dinh thoi gian nan
nhan dén day lic 10 gior 45. N6 di chuyén theo thiy tri€u 1én. Bay gio da
rut xudng lai r61.”

“Chup anh xong r'6i chir?”” Weston hai.



“R01, thua s€p.”
Dai ta quay sang Redfern.
“L&1 vao hang dong & dau?”

Patrick vin dang ddm dim nhin xudng bai bi€n, chd Ong thay tu vira dirng.
Nhw th€ dang nhin tha’y cai xac cho du khong con & do nira.

Ti€ng goi cia dai ta khi€n anh ta syc tinh.

“O ding kia,” anh ta néi.

Patrick dAn dwong t&i chd mot ddng cye ky 16n nhirng ting dd nhw chi
chuc sup d6, chong chat that dep mét tya st vach dd. Anh ta di thang t&i
chd hai tdng d4 1on K€ sat bén nhau d€ 10 mot céi khe hep thang ding &
gira.

“L&1 vao & day,” anh ta ndi.

Weston hoi:

“(y day sao? Trong c6 vé nhw mot ngudi dan dng khong the lich minh qua
dwoc.”

“Trong th& thodi, roi ong s€ thdy. Co6 the vao dwgc.”

Dai ta than trong len minh vao khe da. Khong hep nhw vé bé ngoai. Bén
trong khoang trdng mé ra chirng td d6 1a mét noi kin ddo kha rong rai, ¢6
dt chd d€ dirng thang va di chuyén tdi lui.

Hercule Poirot cing cha Lane ndi gét theo sau canh sat tredng. Anh chang
kia thi & lai bén ngoai. Anh sang chi€u vao qua ctra hang, nhwng dai ta con
cam theo mdt den pin thit sang, tha h'0 soi ro1 khap bén trong. Ong nhan
X€t:

“MOot noi thét thuén tién. Tw bén ngoai chflng bao gio’ ngo’ dwoe.”



Ong roi dén pin khip nén dong rat ky. Poirot dang nhe nhe hit ngii khéng
khi.

b’y thay, Weston néi: “Khong khi that trong lanh, khdng cé mui ca hay
rong bién, nhung di nhién chd nay & céch xa myc triéu 1én.”

Tuy nhién v&i cédi mii thinh cta Poirot, khong khi chealng phai chi c6 trong
lanh. Con hvong thom thoang thoang nira. Ong bi€t hai nguoi dung thir

nudc hoa khé doc ddo do...

Pai t4 thoi khong roi dén pin nita. Ong néi: “Chéng c6 gi khac thwong &
trong nay.”

Nguwde mét nhin 1én mot cdi g& cach xa mot chiit & phia trén dau minh,
Poirot kh€ hai:

“Co6 th€ xem phai ching trén d6 khong c6 gi hét chir?”

Weston déap: “N&u c6 gi trén &y, thi chac 1a ¢6 ngwoi ¢6 tinh d€1én. Du sao
van nén xem thit.”

Poirot ndi voi cha Lane:

“C6 1€ 6ng la nguoi cao nha't & day. Xin mao mudi nho’ 6ng ki€m tra cho
chac chan phai chang & trén d6 khdng c6 gi hét, dwoc khong a?”

Cha Lane redn nguedi 1én nhing khong véi tdi chd trong cling cla cdi go
do. R'61 trong thdy mot ké nut trén mat da, ong dat ngén chan vao do, 18y
da dwa tay voi 1én.

“Nay nay, c6 mot cai hop ¢ trén day nay,” 6ng nai.

Chirng mot hai phiit sau ho ra ngoai ning xem xét mén @6 6ng thay tu vira
tim tha’y. Canh sat tredng dan do:

“Can than, deng cam nam nhiéu qua nhé. C6 th€' c6 dau tay day.”

D6 1a mot cdi hop thi€c mau xanh luc sim ¢6 hang chit Sandwiches.



Trung s1 Phillips noi:

“Chéc la ding bira di ngoai hay sao d6 con thira lai.”

Anh ta 16t khiin tay r6i mé ndp hop. Bén trong c6 may ngin nhd, ghi 15 1a
mudi, ti€u, mu tat va ba hdp thi€c vuéng virc 1&'n hon hién nhién d€’ dung

banh sandwich.

Trung si Phillips m& nip ngin dung mudi. DAy t&i tin miéng. Gio 1én cdi
ké& ti€p anh ta binh pham:

“Hwm, trong ngan d€ dyng ti€u cling c6 mudi nira.”
Ngén mu tat cling chira ddy mudi.

Khuon mét dot nhién 16 vé canh gidc, anh trung si canh sat mé mot cai hop
thiéc vuong 16'n hon. Hop 47y ciing chira ciing thi bot tring két tinh dé.

R4t than trong, trung si Phillips cha'm mdt ngén tay vao do roi dwa 1€n choét
lwdi n&m thir. M4t bién sic, anh ta néi v&i giong kich dong:

“Pay khong phai 12 mudi, thua sép. That khac xa! Vi ding nghét! Theo toi
hinh nhw 1a mét th thu6c gi d6.”

“Khia canh thir ba day,” dai td Weston rén Ién mdt tiéng.

Ho da vé lai khach san. Canh sat tredng noi ti€p:

“Néu ngiu nhién thé ndo di’y c6 mot bang ddng ma tdy dinh 1iu vao vu nay,
diéu &y md ra rd't nhiéu kha nang. Trwdc tién chinh ngwoi nan nhan cé the
da & trong bang dang ay. Nghi xem chuyén &y c6 thé€ xay ra hay khong?”
Hercule Poirot than trong dap: “Ciing c6 the.”

“Ba ta ¢6 nghién ma tuy khong?”

Poirot 1ic d4u. “To6i nghi ngd diéu d6. Than kinh c6 ta vitng vang, sitc khoe
ra't to't, khong c6 vét tiém dudi da nao - cling khéng chirng to ba't cir diéu



gi. Mot s6 ngudi van hit thit d6 - Khong, chic khong phai co ta ding ma
tuy dau.”

“Né&u thé thi ¢ the ba ta di tinh co bit gdp viéc budn ma tdy, va bon chiing
da khién c6 ta phai cam lang. Ta s€ biét ngay sau diy thir b6t &y chinh xac
la cdi gi. Toi da gwri cho bac s Neasden. N&u ching ta dang Ian theo mot
dwong diy budn ma tiy nao dd’y, thi chgng phéai chuyén dua dau...”

Dot nhién 6ng dung lai khi canh cira mé ra va Horace Blatt nhanh nhen
buwdc vao phong.

C6 vé nhu Ong Blatt dang nong birc, 6ng ta lau m6 hoi trén tran. Giong ndi
oang oang clia 6ng ta cudn cudn tudn ra 1ap day ca gian phong bé nho:

“Vira vé d&n noi 1a nghe tin &y ngay. Ong 12 canh sit trwdng 2? Ho vira cho
toi bi€t Ong dang & trong nay. Tén cua tdi l1a Blatt - Horace Blatt. C6 cach
ndo c6 the gitp 6ng khong nhi. Chic 13 khong r'oi. Toi di thuyén tir sdng
so'm hom nay. B0 10 toan bd cdi man chét tiét &y. Mot ngay cé chuyén xay
ra & noi xa x0i héo lanh nay ma t6i lai khong cé mat chir. Do 1a thé’, ding
khong? Nay nay Poirot, vua xong khong trong thdy 6ng. The” 6ng tham gia
vao vu ndy hay sao? A phai r'di, chic phai thé thoi. Tham t& tw ddu v&i
canh sat dia phwong, phai thé’khong? Ha ha! San thi da'u - ta't ca chuyén vo
van aYy. To6i s€ rat thich thi xem Ong tro tai trinh tham.”

Ong Blatt t&i ng'di nhu neo dau vao mét cdi gh€’, 16i ra hop dung thudc 14
md&i Weston. Hoi mim cudi, dng nay 1dc dau ddp:

“To1 quen hut dng di€u 1au ndm ro61.”

“Pay ciling the". T6i con hidt thudc di€u ntra - chang ¢6 gi hon hit 6ng di€u
2 99

ca.
Dai ta bao voi giong dot nhién than mat.
“Thé& thi 6ng dot ong dieu di!”

Blatt 18c dau.



“Lidc nay khong cé mang theo. Nhung xin cho t6i dwoee thdng sudt ta't ca
chuyén nay! T4t ca nhirng gi t6i nghe tha’y dén nay chi l1a phat hién co
Marshall bi sat hai trén mdt bai bien & day.”

“Oy Viing Tién,” dai t4 vira n6i vira chim chi quan sat dng Blatt.

Nhwng 6ng nay chi hdi véi vé phan khich:

“Bisi€tcoa?”

“Phai, 6ng Blatt a.”

“Kinh t&m - rd't kinh todm. Xin 6ng lwu y, ¢6 ta da chud’c hoa vao than!
Noéng bdng - trés moustard - hir, 6ng Poirot? Ong c6 nghi ra ai la hung tha
khong, hay t6i khong nén héi diéu ay?”

Hoi nhéch mép mim cwoi, dai ta Westen noi: “A, ong bi€t dd’y, chinh
ching t6i dang hoi.”

Ong Blatt huo diéu thudc.

“Xin 16i - xin 161 - 12 18i cua toi. Ctr tiép tuc di a!”

“Sang nay 6ng lai thuyén budm di lic may gio?”

“Roi khoi day ldc meoi gior kém muoi 1am.”

“C6 ai cung di v&i 6ng khong?”

“Chaalng cé ma nao cd. Chi mdt minh v&i mot chit ndi bu'dn cd don thoi.”
“Va ong da di dau?”

“Men theo bo’ bién vé hwdng Plymouth. C6 mang theo btra an trira. Khong
c6 nhiéu gié nén thit ra tdi khong di xa 1dm.”

Sau mot hai cau hdi nira, Weston néi: “Bay gio néi vé gia dinh Marshall.
Ong c6 bi€t diu gi c6 thé gitp ich cho ching t6i khong?”



“A, toi da cho biét y kién ctia toi roi. Crime passionnel. Chi c6 thé néi véi
ong la khong phai t6i! C6 Arlena xinh dep chealng ich lgi gi voi t6i. Cha gidp
duwoc gi cd. CO ta da ¢ anh chang mét xanh r'6i! N&u 6ng hdi thi tdi xin
thwa Marshall biét day.”

“Ong c6 chieng cit gi khong?”

“Tirng tha'y anh ta 4y nhin tay Redfern v&i 4nh méit khinh miét chirng mot
hai Tan. Con ngwa 6 Marshall 8y it ai d€ y d&€n. Trong ra't hi€n lanh hoa nha,
nhw th€ lic nao cling nira tinh nira mé - nhwng ti€ng tam cua anh ta trong
thanh ph6 khong phai thé” dau. T6i trng nghe mdt hai chuyén vé ngwoi nay.
C6 Tan bj kich dong suyt nira thi tAn cong ngudi ta. Xin dng luu ¥, thing
cha vwra n6i dén da bay diat mot giao dich kha ban thiu. Marshall da tin cdy
hén va thang cha &y d cho anh ta mot v&'. Mot vu viéc ban thiu, tdi tin the’
Marshall di tim hin va suyt giét hin ta. Thing cha &y khong thwa kién - qua
sQ’ sir Viéc ¢6 the'bi vor 1. Toi cho 6ng bi€t chuyén &y d€ xem cé dang lwu
y hay khong?”

“Vay dng nghi c6 kha ning,” thdm tit hoi, “rang dai dy Marshall d3 siét c&
vo’ minh a?”

“Hoan toan khong phai th€”. Chwa hé néi ba't cir di€u gi nhw the. Chi d€ cho
cac 6ng bi€t anh ta la hang nguwoi ¢ theé ndi xung khi gép dip.”

“Ong Blatt 4,” Poirot néi, “c6 1y do d&'tin Arlena Marshall sang nay da t&i
Viing Tién d€ gip ai d6. Ong c6 nghi ra k& d6 1a ai hay khong?”

Blatt nhdy mét dap:

“Chang phai dodn dau. Chic chin 1a Redfern cht ai.”
“Khong phai 1a Redfern.”

C6 vé sung sdt, 6ng Blatt néi ngdp nguwng:

“Thé thi to1 khong biét... Khong, to1 khong nghi ra...”



Ong noéi tiép, 14y lai mot chit tw the vikng vang:

“Nhu t6i da néi tredre, khong phai 16i dau. Pau ¢6 may méan thé chir. D€ t6i
xem nao, chang the ndo 1a Gardener - ba vo vn cit theo di tr xa v&i dnh
mét sic lem. L3o Barry ngu ngdc a4y w? V& van. Va gan nhu khong phai 1a
ong cha xt. Mic du, xin dng lwu ¥, tdi tirng tha’y ditc cha ngdm nghia cd ta
hot ky mét chut. Ta't nhién la da'ng trén cao khong cho phép, nhung con
mét van phai bidm theo dwong cong. H¥? RAt nhiéu dng dao dirc, hau hét
cic cha xt 4y. Ong ¢6 doc vu 4n thang treée khong? Cha xt va con gdi 6ng
quan 1y nha tho 4y. Chd sdng mét ra la gi.”

Ong ta cwdi khiic khac. Pai td hoi lanh ling:
“Ong khong nghi ra diéu gi gitp ching to6i dwge hay sa0?”
Ong kia lc dau.

“Khong, khong nghi ra gi cd.” 6ng n6i thém: “Chuyén nay s€ gy ndo dong
mot chut, t6i hinh dung nhw the. Bdo chi ma biét dwgc vu nay thi s€ bu dén
nhw ru'6i. S€ ch?ing con cdi ty dai cia Khach san Hai Téc nay trong twong
lai. Hai Tac that da’y! Thé cho biét.”

Hercule Poirot 1am bam: “Ong khéng dwoc vui khi lwu trd & day a?”
Khudn mat dé rng hoi dd hon mét chut, Blatt dap:

“A, khong, toi khéng dwoc vui. Ldi thuyén budm cing duorc, ca phong
canh, phuc vu va thirc an cling thé€ - nhung noi nay chang cé bu khi, 6ng
hi€u y t6i ma! Diéu tdi ndi 1a t6i cling nhiéu ti€n nhw ai. Ta't ca ching ta
déu dén day d€ vui. Thé thi sao lai khdng hop strc lai cing lam viéc &y
chr? Cé be ca 1t ngwoi ng'6i bén nhau va lanh nhat chidc nhau vui vé budi
séng - £oi budi t01 - va ding the thoi tiet ra't d& chju. Chang c6 tan huwémg
cudc song. Toan hinh ndm!”

Ong Blatt tam dirng, gior ddy mit dng qua that ra't dd. Lai lau tran mot [an
nira, 6ng néi c6 vé hdi 16i:



“Pung d€'y dén toi! Toi thweong lam r6i ca 1€n.”

Hercule Poirot Iam bam: “Va ching ta nghi gi vé ong Blatt?”

Pai tda Weston cuwoi toe toét.

“Ong nghi gi vé 6ng ta? Ong hi€u dng ta nhiéu hon t6i ma.”

Poirot nhe nhang dap:

“C6 nhi€u thanh ngtr ti€ng Anh ctia dng mo ta 6ng ta. Kim cwong chwa mai
gitra! Nguwoi ty 1ap! Ké thich tréo deo! Tuy ta chon lya cach nhin, ong ta
hay mui 1ong, 16 mang, hay la 181! D6 1a tly ¥ ki€n mdi ngwedi. Nhuwng t6i
con nghi con cé diéu khac vé 6ng ta nra co.”

“Va day la diéu gi?”

Nguwdc méat nhin I1én tran nha, Hercule Poirot khé& dap:

“T6i nghi dng ta dang - lo ldng .

Thanh tra Colgate néi: “T6i da cho tinh todn thoi gian xong réi. Tw khach
san dén cdi thang xudng Viing Ti€n ma't ba phut. Pa’y 1a di by cho dén khi
khua't dang khéi khach san roi chay nhw ma duoi.”

Weston nhwén cap 16ng may 1én:

“Thé thi nhanh hon t6i twdng daYy.”

“Leo thang xudng bai biéh mdt phiit ba phan tw. Leo 1én mAt hai phit. Ay
1a canh sat Flint. Cau &y hoi giong mot van dong vién dién kinh. Pi bd va
1én xudng thang nhw ngwoi binh thwong, hét thay phai ma't gan mwoi lam
phut.”

Weston gat dau bao:

“Con mot chuyén ntra phai xem xét, van dé cai 6ng di€u.”



Colgate noi: “Blatt hit dng di€u, Marshall cling hiit, va ca cha xi nira.
Redfern hit thu6c di€u, con tay ngwoi My thi thich xi-ga hon. Thi€u ta
Barry hoan toan khong hut thudc. C6 mot 6ng di€u trong phong Marshall,
hai trong phong Blatt va m6t trong phong cha xtx. Cd hau phong néi dai dy
c6 hai 6ng di€u. Co hau phong kia khong sang da 1dm. Ché’ing bi€t hai dng
kia c6 ma’y cdi 6ng di€u. Noi that mo h'd, co ta d€'y tha'y hai hay ba 6ng
di€u trong phong ho.”

Weston gat dau hoéi: “Con gi nira khong?”

“T6i da kiem tra v€ cac nhan vién. Tat ca déu c6 vé On thda. Henry trong
quay rieoru xac nhéan lovi khai ctia Marshall, néi da thay ong ta lic mwoi mot
gio kém muoi. William phuy trach bai bién da xudng stra chira cdi thang
trén cac tang da gan khach san hau nhw ca buodi sang. C6 vé anh ta khong
c6 van d¢€ gi. George ghi diém ngoai san quan vot roi trong may cay con
gan phong an. Ca hai cdu &y déu khong thd’y ai di qua con dwong dap ra
déo.”

“Lic nao thi con dwong dap khong bi ngdp nuwde?”

“Khoédng chung chin gior rwedi, thwa sé€p.”

Weston kéo ria mép.

“C6 kha nang ai d6 qua da di theo 167 &Y. Ta da ¢c6 mdt khia canh mai,
Colgate a.”

Ong k& chuyén da kham phd ra cdi hdp banh sandwich trong hang dong.
C6 mot ti€ng gd nhe 1€n canh cwra.
“Vao di!” Weston bdo.

D46 1a dai iy Marshall. Anh ta néi: “Xin cho biét t6i c6 thé thu xé&p tang I&
thé’ nao?”



“Co 1€ chung 61 s€ co hoan thanh viéc di€u tra vao ngay mot, dai ay
Marshall a.”

“Céam on ong.”

Thanh tra Colgate néi: “Xin 16i dng, cho t6i hoan lai ma’y céi nay!”
Ong chia ra ba 14 thu.

Kenneth Marshall mim cwoi kha chua chat:

“Canh sat da thi lai to'c d6 danh mdy cua t6i roi chir a? Hy vong treong
hop cua t6i da dwore lam sang t6.”

Pai td Weston vui vé dép:

“Xong r'6i, dai iy Marshall a, tdi nghi ching t6i ¢6 the’ cap cho dng mdt
gid’y chitng nhan sitc khde khong méic bénh gi. Panh mdy may t& nay phai
ma't mét gio d6ng h'6. Hon ntra ¢6 hdu phong da nghe 6ng danh may mai
d&n muwoi mot gio' kém ndm phiit, va mot nhan chirng khac con thay éng

lic muroi mot gior hai mwoi.”

Dai dy Marshall khé néi: “That sao? Thé thi ta't ca dwong nhw déu on
thoa.”

“Phai, c6 Darnley da d&n phong 6ng lic mwdi mot gid hai mwoi. Ong dang
ddnh mdy qud ban ron t&i ndi khong nhin thd’y ¢6 4y vao phong.”

V¢é mat that diém tinh, Kenneth Marshall néi: “C6 Darnley n6i thé sao?”
Anh ta tam dwng lai. “Thuc ra c6 8y da nhidm. T6i ¢6 thay ¢6 &y, méac du ¢co
a'y ¢6 the’ khong hay bi€t. To6i da tha’y c6 &y trong guwong.”

Poirot hdi nhd: “Nhwng 6ng da khéng tam ngung ddnh may a?”

Dai dy ddp vén tit:

“Khong, t61 muon lam cho xong.”



Anh ta ding lai mot 1at, r'6i hdi véi giong coc 16¢: “Khodng con gi toi ¢6 the
lam cho 6ng ntra chx?”

“Khong, cdm on 0ng, dai iy Marshall.”
Kenneth Marshall gat dau chao ro1 di ra.

Weston thé dai. “Nghi can nhi€u trién vong nha't cua ta di ma't roi, da dwoc
lam sdng t6! Nay nay, Neasden day roi.”

Béc si di vao c6 v& hoi kich dong. Ong ta néi: “S&p di giao cho t6i 16 vat
phaim giét ngwoi ddy a.”

“La cai g1 the?”

“Cai gi nhi? La Diamorphine Hydrochloride. Thir thwong dworc goi la
heroin d6.”

Thanh tra Colgate huyt sdo roi noi: “Gio ta dang t¢i ding chd, t0't roi! Thir
ma tiy nguy hi€m nay l1a ngon ngudn cua toan bd vu viéc.”
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Pam nguwoi Uia ra khéi quan Bo Mong D6. Budi tham tra da két thic - sau
ntra thang s€ tiép tuc.

Rosamund Darnley t&i gdp dai dy Marshall. C6 ha giong néi: “Khong dén
ndi qua t&, phai khong Ken?”

Anh khong tra 1o ngay tirc khic. C6 18 anh tha’y rd nhitng ciip mét nhin
chong choc ctia dan lang, nhirng ngén tay gan nhw chi trd vao anh va khong
chi c6 vay.

“La ong ta d6, minh a!”

“Th&’y khong, chdong ba ta do!”
“D¢ la 6ng chdong.”

“Kia, ong di kia kia...”

Nhirng 1¢i n6i Iam rAm d6 khong d 1om d€ tdi tai dai dy, di vy anh van
nhay cdm v&i ching. P6 1a gong cim thoi hién dai. Bdo chi thi anh da gip
phdi r'6i - nhirng thanh nién tré trung ty tin, ¢6 strc thuyét phuc, c6 tai pha
do birc trong im ldng “khong c6 gi d€ ndi” ma anh da cd dyng 1én. Ngay ca
mot tr don Am cut ngan anh thdt ra, cr twdng it nha't cling khong dan téi
chuyén hi€u IAm, lai xud't hién trén to nhit bao buoi sdng dwdi mdt hinh
thirc doi trd hoan toan khac hin. “Pwoc hoi phdi ching 6ng dong y rang
diéu bi 4n Ve cdi chét clia vor minh chi c¢6 thé gidi thich bang c4ch cho rang
mot ké ¢6'y giét nguoi da tim cach 1én dwoc hon ddo &Yy, dai dy Marshall
tuyén bd rang...” van van va van van.

May anh thi lach cach khong nging. Gior ddy, chinh gidy phit nay, cdi am
thanh quen thudc do6 lai lot vao tai anh. Anh hoi quay ngueoi lai - mot thanh

nién twoi cwoi dang git gu phan khéi, muc dich cda ciu ta da dat dwore r'oi.

Rosamund 1am bam:



“Pai iy Marshall ciing mot ngwo'i ban ro’i khoi qudn Bo Mong Do sau budi
tham tra.”

Marshall nhian nhé khé chiu. Rosamund néi: “Vo6 ich théi, Ken! Anh phai
d61 mit v&i chuyén Ay! Y ctia em khong phai chi 1 chuyén Arlena da mat -
em mudn ndi td't ca nhieng chuyén ban thiu dé tién kém theo d6. Nhirng doi
mét nhin chong choc, miéng lwdi ban ra tdn vao, nhirng bai phdng van ngd
ngan trén mat bdo - va cach tdt nha't d€ dwong dau v&i ching 1a thay chiing
that budn cwdi! Cle cong khai phan béc ta't cd nhitng 10 sdo rdng cii rich vo
nghia va cong modi nhao bang chung di!”

“Pa’y la cach ctia em a?”

“Vang.” C6 tam dung. “D6 khong phai cach cua anh, em biét ma. Poi mau
d€ phong vé 12 s& treong ctia anh. Van ctr thu dong mdt cdch cirng nhac va
bi€n ma't dan ra dang sau hau treong. Nhung & day anh khong the' lam vay
- khong ¢6 hau treong nao d€ anh dan déan lui vao diu. Anh noi bat 1én that
10 rang, ta't ca déu trong tha’y - nhw mot con hd' van noi trén phdng nén mau
trang. Chong ciia mot ngwoi dan ba bi sdt haqi!”

“Chua o1, Rosamund...”

C0 no6i that diu dang: “Anh o1, em dang c& lam di€u t6t cho anh ma.”

Hai nguoi di vai budc trong im 1ang, roi Marshall néi véii mot giong khéac
han:

“Anh bi€t em nhw the. That ra anh khong phai 1a ké vo on, Rosamund.”
Ho d3 ra bén ngoai ranh gidi clia ngdi lang. Nhitng cip mét déi theo ho,
nhung khong c6 ai & g4an 1dm. Giong Rosamund ha thap xudng khi co lip
lai nhan xét lic ban dau c¢6 khac di mot chat:

“Sw viéc da xay ra that sy khong qua to6i t&, phai khong anh?”

Marshall im ldng mot lic roi dap: “Anh khong bi€t nwra.”



“Canh sat nghi gi th&?”
“Ho khong bdc 10 gi ca.”

Mot 1at sau Rosamund néi: “Cai 6ng nhd tho &y - Poirot - 6ng ta tich cyc
qua!”

“Dwong nhw hdm no chi ng'6i dd’y, hoan toan bi canh sat tredng giat day
thoi.”

“Em bi€t - nhwng c6 phai 6ng ta dang lam gi d6 hay khong?”
“Lam thé& qudi nao anh biét dwore chir, Rosamund?”

C6 néi v&i vé dam chiéu:

“Ong ta khd gia r'oi. C6 18 it nhiéu ciing 1d 13n r'6i.”

“Cé e the”

Hai nguoi di t&i con dwdng ddp. Poi dién véi ho hon ddo nam thanh thin
dwdi dnh mat tro.

Ba't chot Rosamund néi: “Poi lic - moi thir dwong nhw khdng c6 that. Gidy
phiit nay em khong th€ nao tin chuyén &y da tieng xay ra...”

Marshall n61 cham rai:

“C6 1€ anh hi€u em mudn ndi gi. Tao hda that qua vo tam! Chi bot 1a bot di
mot con ki€n - v&i thién nhién thi chi thé thoi!”

“Vang - va that sy d6 1a cach thich hop d€ nhin nhan chuyén a%y.”
Anbh 1i€c nhin ¢6 mdt cdi ra't nhanh r'6i ha giong bao:

“Pung lo ldng, em oi! Khong sao, khong sao dau.”



Linda di xudng con dwong dip d€ gip hai nguoi. Co gdi broc git cuc nhw
mot con ngya non hoang s¢r. Khuoén mat non tré xau han di vi quang tham
den dudi hai con mét. P6i méi kho ran va tho rap.

Linda n61 gan mu6n hut ho:

“Thé& nao roi... the".. ho k&t luan th& nao?”

Marshall v6i dap: “Buoi tham tra lui nira thang.”

“Nhuw theé nghia 1a ho - ho chwa quyét dinh sao?”

“U’. Cén c6 thém ching ci.”

“Nhung - nhung ho nghi gi a?”

Marshall ba't gidc khé mim cuoi:

“0Oi, con o1 - ai biét dwgec chr? Con néi Ao 1a mudn ndi dén ai? Diéu tra
vién, tham tra vién, phdng vién, canh sat, hay la dan chai ¢ vinh?”

“Con... y con mudn néi dén - canh sit a.”

Marshall n6i1 that lanh nhat:

“Thé& nao di ntra thi canh sat cling khong d¢€’16 lic nay dau.”

Mo6i anh mim chat sau khi néi cau d6. Anh di yao khéch san.

Rosamund Darnley dgm buwdre theo sau, Linda ca't tiéng goi:

“C6 Rosamund!”

C6 quay lai. Loi khan cau cam ldng trén khudn miét ba't hanh cia Linda
khién c6 cam dong. Co khoac tay cd bé cung roi xa khach san theo 167 mon
dan t61 d4u kia cha ddo.

Rosamund dju dang bao:



“Chau c& dwng ban tim qua nhiéu, Linda nhé. C6 bi€t moi chuyén hét sirc
khung khi€p, 1a mot cu soc, nhu’ng clr & u trong 1ong nhu’ng di€u nay ciing
chang ich loi gi dau. Chdu lo 14ng vi viéc nay qua 1a ghé go'm thdi. D sao
thi chiu cting dau c6 quy Arlena.”

C6 cam thdy ngwoi ¢ bé run I1én trong khi néi: “Khong, chau chang wa ba
ta.”

Rosamund néi ti€p:

“Thwong ti€c mdt nguwdi thi khéc - khong the bd lai diéu 4y ding sau.
Nhuwng ¢6 th€ viegt qua cud sd'c va ndi kinh hoang, chi ¢in dirng dé& chuyén
a'y Iic nao cling Ion vén trong tam tri minh.”

Linda néi thit gay git: “Co6 khong hiéu dau.”

“C0 nghi minh hi€u ma chau.”

Co bé lic dau. “Khong dau. Co khdng hi€u mot chiit ndo - va c¢d Christine
cling khong hi€u. Ca hai nguoi déu ti t& voi chdau, nhwng khong hi€u dwoc
chdu dang cam thay th& nao dau. Ctr nghi di€u Ay chi 1a kinh khiing - rang

chau cr cham cham bam vao khi khong cén phai thé".”

Co bé tam dwng lai. “Nhwng hoan toan khéng phai thé” dau. Gia nhw cd biét
di€u chiu biet...”

Rosamund dirng khyng lai. Than minh ¢6 khong run I1€n - ngwoc lai nd
cing dor. C6 dirng d6 chirng mét hai phit roi rit canh tay ra khoi canh tay
Linda.

“Préu chdu bi€t la gi the™?” co6 hoi.

C6 bé nhin c¢d chdm chim r'o6i 1c dau khé dap:

“Khong gi ca.”

Rosamund nim 18y canh tay co bé. C6 bau chiit khi¢n Linda thd’y dau nén
hot nhan nhé mot chit.



“Can than do, Linda! Phai hét strc can thian,” Rosamund béo.

Tré nén trang béch nhw xac chét, c6 bé néi: “Chdau rdt can than - Iic nao
ciing the"a.”

Rosamund khan khoan: “Nghe nay, Linda, diéu cd vira néi cach day mét
vai phit cling van thich hop diy - con thich hO’p hon ca tram Tan. Hay gat
toan bo viéc ay ra khdi tdm tri! Dung bao gio nghi dé€n nu’a’ Quén di - quén
di... N&u co géng thi chdu c6 th€ quén! Arlena chét r'oi, chang th€ nao ma
song lai deoc... Hay quén hét moi chuyén va ti€p tuc song! Va trén hét,
hay giir mom giit miéng!”

Hoi co rdm lai, Linda néi: “Dwong nhw - dwong nhw ¢6 biét?”

Rosamund tra 1o that diet khoat:

“Co6 khong biét gi ca. Theo y kié¢n ctia cd, mot thing dién lang thang di 1én
dwoe hon ddo va gi€t Arlena. P6 1a dap an c6 nhiéu kha nang xay ra nha't.
Co kha chic chin cudi cling canh sét s& phai chap nhan thé&". D6 12 chuyén
chic han da xay ra! D6 1a chuyén thuc t& da xay ra!”

“Néu la bd...” cd bé noi.

Rosamund ngit 1&i: “Khong néi vé chuyén d6!”

“Chau phai n6i mot diéu. Me chau...”

“A, me chéu thi sao?”

“Me - me tirng bi xét x& vi ti gi€t ngwoi, phai khong ¢6?”
“Phai.”

Linda né1 that cham rai:

“R'6i sau dd’y bd’ van cudi me. C6 vé nhw bd' that s khong nghi giét nguoi
1a chuyén sai trdi - khong phai lic nao ciing the’, phdi khong c6?”



Rosamund git:

“Pwng ndi nhirng chuyén nhw th€ - ngay ca véi ¢6! Canh sat da khong tim
dwoc ba't cir diéu gi két tdi b chdu. B6 chau ¢6 chirng ¢ ngoai pham -
mot chirng cr ma ho khdéng th€ nao bac bd. B6 chau binh an vo sy.”

Co6 bé thi tham:

“C6 phai ban dau ho da nghila bg’...?”

Rosamund kéu 1én:

“Co cheamg bi€t ho da nghi gi dau! Nhung bay gio ho biét bd chdu khong
thé’nao lam chuyén dé. Chau hi€u khong? B6' chau khong thé’nao lam

chuyén do6 dau.”

Giong co ddy uy quyén, anh mét c6 ép Linda phai phuc tiing. C6 bé budng
ra mot ti€ng thd dai thwon thuwot.

“Chau s€ som roi khoi ddy,” Rosamund néi. “S€ quén di moi chuyén - moi
chuyén.”

That bat ngo, Linda dot nhién néi that hung hang:

“Chdu sé khong bao gio quén dau.”

Linda quay ngoét di roi chay vé khich san. Rosamund dim dim nhin theo.
“C6 mdt diéu to1 muon biét, thwa cd.”

Christine Redfern li€c nhin 1&€n Poirot ¢6 vé hgi ngo ngac. “Sao a?” c6 hai.
Hercule Poirot ¢6 hoi d&€ y mét chit dén sy lor ding ctia ¢6. Ong da lwu y
cdch cd doi mét nhin theo béng ddng ch'ong dang d&m budc lui lui t&i t&i
trén trang da't bén ngoai quay rwou, nhwng lic nay 6ng khong quan tam

dén nhirng van d€ thuan tdy trong quan hé v’ chong, ma chi muén bi€t
cac thong tin.



“Phai, thura cd. D6 1a mot ciu - mot cAu ngiu nhién ¢d néi hdm no khién t6i
chiy.”

Van dan mét vao Patrick, Christine hdi:
“Gi the™? T61 da ndi gi a?”

“P6 1a khi trd 1osi mot cau hoi cia canh sat tredng. CO k€ lai vao budi sang
xdy ra 4n mang, c6 da vao phong Linda va khong tha’y con bé trong phong,
sau d6 Linda da tré lai, va chinh ldc d6 canh sat tredng hoi ¢6 1a con bé da
di dau.”

Christine ¢ vé hoi sd't rudt.

“Va toi n6i 12 n6 da di tim bién a? Phai the’ khong?”

“A, nhung c6 khong hoan toan n6i nhw viy. Co khong néi “né da di tam
bién”. Lo ¢d ndi 1a, “con bé bdo da di tam bien”.”

“Clng y nhw nhau, khéc gi dau.”

“Khong, khong phédi nhw nhau dau! Hinh thire ctia ciu trd loi gori 1én mét
cach nhin nao dé cua riéng co6. Linda Marshall vao trong phong - dang mac
d6 tam, ma tuy vay - vi mot 1y do nao d6 - ¢6 khong 1ap tlkec cho rang con
bé da di tam bién. Biéu d6 chirng td qua loi ¢6 ndi, “con bé bao da di tam
bien”. V& b€ ngoai cua c6 bé da cé diéu gi — c6 phai la diéu b, bd d6 trén
ngwoi hay 101 néi — khi€n ¢6 thd’y ngac nhién khi c6 bé bao da di tam

bien?”

Christine khong chdm chi nhin ch'dng ntra ma hoan toan tap trung vao
Poirot, cdm tha’y that thich thu.

“Ong thong minh that dd’y. Hoan toan ding nhw th&, biy gio téi nhé roi.. .
Tbi c6 hoi ngac nhién khi Linda bao d3 di tim bién.”

“Nhuwng tai sao, thwa cO, tai sao vay?”
y



“A, vi sao nhi? Ping la diéu t6i dang cd nhé lai. A phai roi, cé 1€ 1a mot
céi goi trén tay cO bé.”

“C0 bé cam mot cai goi a?”
“Vang.”
“C0 khong bi€t trong d6 co cai gi a?”

“Biét chir. S¢ii day bi dirt. Long 1éo theo cach budc diy ¢ trong lang. La
né€n - rol vai trén san toi da giup nd nhat 1€n.”

“A,” tham t& néi. “Nhirng cay nén.”

Christine ng6 6ng lom lom:

“Ong c6 vé kich dong, dng Poirot a.”

Tham t& héi: “Linda ¢6 n6i mua nén d€’ lam gi hay khong?”
Christine ngdm nghi ky r'oi dap:

“Khong, khong thay n6 néi. Toi cho 1a d€ doc sach ban dém - ¢6 1€ den
dién khong du séang.”

“Nguorc lai, thra ba, c6 mot den dién bén canh giwong, rd't hoan hao kia
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“Thé thi t6i chang bi€t n6 can dén ching d¢’lam gi.”

Poirot héi: “Thai d§ Linda ra sao khi s¢ii diy bi dt va nén tw trong cai goi
rotra?”
Christine tra 1oi chAm rdi: “N6 — lo 1dng — bdi rdi.”

Poirot gat dau r'oi hoi:

“C6 c6 d€'y tha'y mot cudn lich trong phong Linda hay khong?”



“Lich a? Loai lich nao thé?”

Poirot dap: “Cé th€ 1a m6t cudn lich mau xanh 14 ciy — lich ro roi.”
Christine nheo mét c6” nhé lai:

“Mot quyén lich mau xanh 14 - ding ra la xanh teoi. Vang, toi teng thay
mot quyén lich nhw thé” — nhwng khong nhé dwore & dau. Co the trong
phong Linda, nhung t6i khdng thé chéc chén.”

“Nhung r0 rang ba da thd’y mot vat nhu vay.”

“Vang.”

Poirot lai git dau. Christine hoi kha gay git:

“Ong dang 4m chi diéu gi, thwa dng Poirot? T4t ca chuyén nay 12 nghia Iy
gi co ch?”

D€ tra 1o’i, Poirot dwa ra mot quyén sach nhd dong bia da ndu da phai mau
roi hoi:

“Truwde day ba c6 bao gio’ nhin thdy cu6n sach nay hay chwa?”

“O - t6i nghi - t6i khdng chic - vang, hdm no, Linda doc cudn nay lic &
trong thw vi€n cta lang, nhwng thdy t6i d€n, n6 liénd gap lai r'éi dat tra.
Thé nén t6i van ty hdi dd’y 1a sdch gi.”

Théam t 1ang 1€ trirng ra twa sach.

Lich stz phép phu thity, ma thudt va cdch hao ché thuéc déc khong thé phdt
hién.

“T6i khong hi€u,” Christine néi. “Tat ca cai nay nghia la gi?”
Poirot ddp giong nghi€m trong: “Cé the' cé ra't nhi€u y nghia d6, thwa ¢6.”

C6 nhin 6ng do hdi nhwng 6ng khong néi ti€p.



Thay vao d6 6ng lai hoi:

“Mot cau hdi nira, thrra ¢d, sdng hom dé cd c6 tim trong bon truede khi ra
san quan vot hay khong?”

Christine lai nhin chong choc:

“Tam bon 4?7 Khong. To6i khong c6 thoi gian va dit sao tdi cling khong
mudn tdm trong bon - trrde khi choi quan vot. C6 the tim b'on sau day.”

“C6 c6 st dung nha vé sinh khi vé phong khong?”’

“T6i c6 lau miit va tay bang bot bién, chi thé thoi.”

“Cd khong hé mé voi nwée & bon tim?”

“Khong, chic chén to6i khong mé.”

Poirot git dau noi: “Chuyén do chaamg quan trong gi dau.”

Hercule Poirot dirng canh cdi ban noi ba Gardener dang vat 16n v&i tro choi
ghép hinh. Ba ta ngwde nhin 1én r'6i nhay nhom.

“Thé& nao ho 6ng Poirot, 6ng dé€n khé qua! Chaamg hé nghe ti€ng O6ng. Vira
tré v t buoi tham tra hay sao? Ong biét d6, chi can nght d€n buoi tham
tra &'y 1a t61 da bi cang thang than kinh qua the, chang bi€t phai lam gi ntra.
B&i thé” cho nén t6i m&i choi cdi tro nay. Chi la cam tha’y khdng thé nao ra
ng'6i ngoai bai bien nhw thwong 1€. Nhw 6ng nha toi bi€t do, khi than kinh
toi roi tung Ién ca, chéng gi bang trd choi nay d€ 1am tdi binh tinh lai ca.
BAy gio thi c4i manh mau tring nay rdp vao dau nhi? Chic 12 mot phan clia
bo 10ng, nhwng hinh nhw t61 khong thady...”

Nhe nhang cdm 18y manh ghép tw trén tay ba ta, Poirot néi: “Rap vao day
vra khit nay, Madame. D6 1a mét phan ctia con meo.”

“Khong th€' nao. La con m¢éo mun co ma.”



“Mot con meo mun, phai, nhung ba thd’y chét dudi cia méo mun thwong
ngau nhi€n c6 mau trang do.”

“U’ nhi, thé thi ding r'o6i! Ong théng minh qua! Nhwng tdi vin nghi nhirng
ngwoi lam thi tro ghép hinh nay that lanh ngh€. Ho trd hét tai lwra ta ma
thoi.”

Ba ta 1ap m6t manh ntra r'éi tré lai voi cudc chuyén tro:

“Ong biét d6, dng Poirot 2, toi ¢ mai quan st 6ng mot hay hai hém vira
qua. Chi mudn quan sat 6ng lam tham tr, khong roé 6ng cé hi€u y t6i khong
- ching phai vi nhw the nghe c¢6 vé kha vd tAm, nhw the ta't ca chi 1a mot trd
choi - va mot sinh vat dang thwong da bi giét chét, 61 gioi 61, mdi Ian nghi
dén chuyén a'y t6i lai ring minh mot cai d6! Sdng hom nay t6i da bao dng
nha t6i 1a phai bd noi ddy ma di thoi, va bay gio budi tham tra da két thic
ong Ay nghi ngay mai ching tdi c¢6 th€ roi khdi ddy va chic chin dé 1a
Chua da ban phic lanh. Nhwng con chuyén lam tham t thi toi rd't mudn
dwoee bi€t phwong phédp cia d6ng - 6ng bi€t dd, tdi s€ cam tha’y dwoc ban
cho mot ddc an — chi ¢an Ong giai thich cho t6i hi€u.”

“Hoi gidng nhw tro choi cia ba do, thwa ba,” Hercule Poirot néi. “Ta ci tap
hop lai cdc manh roi. Giong nhw mot birc tranh - nhiéu mau sac va hoa van
- va moi manh ghép nho c¢é hinh dang ky la phai dwgc 1ap vao ding cho cua
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no.

“The’ chaalng phai thd vi 1dm hay sao? U nhi, t6i chic 6ng gidi thich cong
viéc do6 qua la hay.”

Poirot néi ti€p:

“Va d6i khi gid'ng nhir manh ghép ctia ba vwra r'oi d6. Ta thueong xép dit
cdc manh ghép ra't ding phwong phdp - ta chon lya mau séc - roi sau d6 c6
18 mot manh ghép ¢6 mdt mau sic rap vao sé thich hop vdi - tikc 12 v&i bd
16ng - thay vi thich hop v&i cdi dubi ciia mot con meo mun.”

“U nhi, the thi ching phai c6 vé hap din qu4 hay sao! Va phai ching c6 rat
ra't nhi€éu manh ghép, hé d6ng Poirot?”



“Phai, thwra ba. Hau hét moi ngwoi & day trong khach san nay déu cho t6i
mot manh ghép d€'tdi choii tro ghép hinh. Ba ciing trong s§ d6.”

“T6i sao?” ba Gardener hdi voi giong the thé.

“Phai, mOt nhan xét cia ba da cyc ky htru ich, thwa ba. Cé thé néi n6 da
lam sdang t6 nhiéu diéu.”

“A, the thi ching phai qud tuyét v&i sao! Ong c6 thé cho t6i biet thém doi
di€éu ntra, dwgrc khong 6ng Poirot?”

“A! Thwa ba, t6i xin chwa lai 1oi gidi thich d6 cho t&i chwong cudi cung.”
Ba Gardener [am bam: “Thé" thi chaalng phéi qua t€ sao!”

Tham t& g nhe ctra phong dai iy Marshall. Bén trong c6 ti€ng may danh
chur.

Mot 1o “Moi vao!” cut ngidn tir trong phong vong ra, va Poirot budre vO.
Pai ty Marshall quay leng vé phia 6ng. Anh ta dang ng'6i danh mdy & céi
ban gitra hai ctra s6. Khong quay dau lai nhwng 4nh mét anh ta nhin tham t
trong cai gwong treo trén vach twong ¢ ngay tredc mat. Anh bye doc hoi:
“Nay ong Poirot, cai gi the?”

Tham t& dap that nhanh:

“Ngan I'n xin thi 18i vi 3 dwdong dot vao ddy. Ong dang ban a?”

Marshall dap cdc 16¢c: “Di nhién t61 ban.”

“C6 mot cau hoi nhd t6i mudn hdi 6ng.”

“Chua 61, toi da chan tra loi cdc cau hodi. Pa trd 1o cac ciu hoi cia canh sat
roi. Téi cam thdy khong ¢ nghia vu phai tra 1oi cdu hoi cia 6ng dau.”



“Cau hoi cua t6i ra't don gian. Chi la thé nay. Buoi sang c6 nha mat, dng c6
tam trong b'on sau khi danh mdy xong va trwedrc khi ra sn quéan vot hay
khong?”

“Ta'm b'on a? Khong, di nhién 13 khong r'6i! Toi mdi tim biéh mot gio
tredre dd'y ma.”

“Céam on 6ng. Chi c6 vay thoi.”

“Nhung nay 6ng. Oi...” Marshall c6 vé& do du.

Poirot rit lui, nhe nhang khép ctra lai.

“Thing cha nay ma't trf roi!” Kenneth Marshall néi.

Ngay bén ngoai quay regu Poirot giip 6ng Gardener. Ong ta dang ¢dm theo
hai ly reou cocktail, rd rang trén dwong t&i chd ba vo dang thoadi mai ng'6i
choi tro ghép hinh.

Ong ta vui v& mim cudi véi tham ti:

“Can gap chung t61 a, 6ng Poirot?”

Tham ti nhdn vai r'oi hoi lai:

“Ong nghi gi vé budi tham tra, 6ng Gardener?”

Ong Gardener ha giong dap: “Pdi v&i téi hinh nhw ¢6 phian nao mo h'd. Toi
dwoee bi€t canh sat cac 6ng da nam dwore roi nhung con giw kin.”

“C6 theé nhw vay,” Poirot nai.
Ong Gardener ha giong xudng thap hon nwra:
“T6i s€ rat vui néu dwa dwoe ba nha t6i di noi khac. Ba 8y 1a ngwoi ra't ra't

nhay cam va vu nay da anh hudng dén than kinh ba y. Ba &y bi cing
thang cao d6 d6.”



“Cho phép t6i hoi 6ng mdt cau, dworc khong 6ng Gardener?”

“Q, tat nhién roi, Ong Poirot a. RA't vui thich dwore hd tror cho 6ng vE bat ci
phwong dién nao t6i ¢6 the' lam dwoe.”

“Ong 12 ngudi ting trdi - t6i nghi 12 ngwdi rat nhay bén. N6i thang ra ong
cO ¥ ki€n gi vé co Marshall qua ¢6?”

Hang 16ng may cta 6ng Gardener nhwdn 1én vi kinh ngac, 6ng than trong
li€c nhin quanh roi1 ha giong

“Ong Poirot nay, toi ¢6 nghe vai chuyén ma moi ngwoi, ddm phu nir 4y, hay
ndi qua ndi lai — chac 6ng hi€u roéi.” Poirot gat dau. “Nhwng néu 6ng mudn
héi thi tdi xin cho 6ng bi€t y ki€n thang than cua tdi, va do la: cai ¢6 do
xinh thi ¢6 xinh, nhwng that la ngu ngdc!”

Hercule Poirot néi véi vé tram tw: “Biy gio thi that 1a thd vi.”

Rosamund hoi: “Thé 1a dén lwot toi roi nhi?”

“Xin 10i ¢0 noi gi vay?”

Co6 bat cwoi: “HOm kia canh sat tredng da ti€n hanh cudc diéu tra ctia 6ng
ta. Ong ng'6i gan bén. Hom nay chac dng dang thyc hién cudc tham tra
khong chinh thirc cta riéng minh. Toi da d€'y 6ng. Trwdre tién la chi nha
Redfern, sau d6 toi thoang thd'y dng qua ctra & sanh, noi ba Gardener dang
choi cdi tro ghép hinh dang ghét. Bay gio thi dén lwot t6i.”

Hercule Poirot ng'di xudng bén canh c6. Ho dang & trén Ganh Ning. Bén
dwdi mit bién ryc 1én mot mau xanh luc sAm. Xa xa ngoai kia chéi 1oi mot

mau xanh lam nhat.

Poirot néi: “Co rat thong minh, Mademoiselle. T6i da nghi nhw vay ke tw
khi t&i ddy. Ban viéc nay voi ¢ that thich thd.”

Rosamund Darnley hoi that diu dang:

“Ong mudn bi€t tdi nghi gi vé toan by chuyén nay hay sao?”



“Sé rat thu vi do.”

Rosamund néi: “T6i nghi thit ra rat don gian. Manh mdi & trong qua khir
ctia ngwoi dan ba ay.”

“Qua khtr a? Khong phai hién tai sao?”

“Oi, khong nha't thiét phai 12 qud khir ra't xa xim dau. Tdi nhin nhan
chuyén &y nhu thé€ nay. Arlena rd't quyén rit d6i voi dan 6ng, quyén rii dé€n
chét di duge. Chéc co ta ciing cd thém chéng chdn thdi. Trong ddm ngudi -
theo dudi co ta, goi the nhé - ¢6 mdt ga da phin ua't vi chuyén ay. Oi, xin
chd hi€u nham t6i, khong phai 1a mét ké noi bat nao d6. C6 1€ 1a mot ga
nho nhen, ti ti€n lanh lung nao d6, phut phi€m va nhay cdm - hang dan 6ng
Ap U trong long nhitng ¥ d'6 x4u. C6 1€ hin di theo c6 ta xudng diy, cho
doi thoi co r'oi giét ¢ ta.”

“Y ¢6 mudn ndi la ngwoi ngoai, dén tw da't lién a?”

“Vang. C6 1& hin da nap trong cdi dong A%y, chd d&n khi c6 co hdi thudn
ti€én.”

Poirot nhidn vai. “Cd Marshall chiu t&i d6 d€ gdp mot ga nhw c¢d miéu ta hay
sao? Khong, ¢6 ta s€ cwoi nhao va khong di dau.”

“C6 th€ co ta khong biét s& giip hin. C6 the hin da givi cho co ta mot 1o
nhéin gia danh mot ké khac.”

“Ciing c6 th& nhw vay,” Poirot Iam bam. “Nhwng c6 quén mot diéu, thwa co.
Mot ké c6 y d6 gi€t ngwoi khong the'li€u linh gitra ban ngay ban mat bang
qua con dwong dip, roi di ngang qua khach san. Ai d6 nhin tha'y hén ta thi
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Sao.

“Ngudi ta c6 the trong tha’y, nhung khong chic chin dwoc. Tdi nghi ra't c6
kha niing hin da d&n ma khong cé ai d€y ca.”

“Cé6 kha ning nhw vay, phai. T6i cdng nhan v&i c6. Nhung van dé 1a hin
khong th€ tinh t&i kha nang d6 .”
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Rosamund héi: “Ong khéng quén diéu gi ch? Thoi tiét.

“Thoi ti€t a?”

“Vang. Cdi ngay xay ra an mang ra't dep troi, nhuwng ngay hom triede, Ong
nh& khong, da ¢6 mwa va swong mu day dac. Ba't ¢t ai cling c6 the€ 1én ddo
lic &y ma chang ai trong thdy ca. Han chi can di xuéng bai, roi qua dém
trong cdi dong. Swong mu 4’y thit quan trong, 6ng Poirot a.”

Tham t&r ddm chiéu nhin ¢6 chirng mét hai phit r'6i noi:

“C0 biét do, c6 ra't nhiéu diéu trong loi ¢6 vira n6i.”

Rosamund dé mét: “P¢ 1a gia thuyét cua to6i, cling c6 the khong ding. Bay
gio xin cho toi biét gid thuyét ctia 6ng!”

“A!” Poirot dam dam nhin xudng bi€n. “Eh bien, Mademoiselle. T6i 1la mot
ngwoi rat don gian. Lic nao cling ¢6 chiéu hwong tin ké ¢6 kha nang nhiéu
nha't da pham t6i gi€t ngwoi. Ngay tw dau hinh nhw véi t6i ¢6 mot ké da
dwoee chi ra ra't ro rang.”

Giong Rosamund gay gét hon mot chiit: “Tiép tuc di!”

“Va c6 thd'y d6, c6 mot chuyén goi la tré ngai ba't ngo’ & doc dworng. Hinh
nhw khong thé nao ké dé lai pham tdi dwoe.”

Ong nghe ti&ng co thé hét ra that nhanh. C6 hdi, gan nhw hyt hoi:
(‘Sao a?’?
Hercule Poirot nhun vai.

“A, ching t6i lam gi bay gio’ w? D6 1a chuyén ctia t6i.” Ong tam dirng roi
noéi ti€p. “Xin hdi c6 mdt cau, dworc khong?”

“Han nhién roéi.”



C6 doi mat véi 6ng, dé€ phong, canh gidc va than trong. Nhwng ciu hdi dén
that ba't ngo:

“Sdng hom dé, khi vao thay d'6 d&€ choi quah vot, co c6 tdm trong b'on hay
khong?”

Rosamund ng6 6ng lom lom:
“T4m bon 2?7 Ong mudn néi gi the?”

“Pd 1a y cha toi. MOt bon tA'm! Vat chira bang s, cr m& voi cho nuwdc vao
day bon, leo vao leo ra va oc - oc - oc, nwdrc ao xudng dng thoat.”

“Ong Poirot, c¢6 phai 6ng da hoan toan dién khing réi khong?”
“Khong, t6i vo cung tinh tri.”

“A, dAu sao toi cling khong tim trong b6n.”

“Ha! Vay la cheamg ai tim trong bon ca. That vo cung thid vi.”
“Nhung sao ai d6 lai phai tdm trong b'on chi¥?”

Hercule Poirot néi: “Ping vay, tai sao chx?”

Rosamund ndi v&i chiit bie tire:

“T6i cho day la tha phédp cta Sherlock Holmes!”

Poirot mim cwoi r'oi nhe nhe hit ngri khong khi:

“Co0 cho phép toi1 ndi lac dé€ duoc khdong, Mademoiselle?”
“T6i chdc chan dng khong th€ lac dé, dng Poirot a.”

“C6 that t t€. Vay t6i xin mao mudi thwa rr«ing nwde hoa ¢ dung that thom

- ¢6 mdt sic thai - mot hwong thom thanh nhd quyéh rii déc ddo.” Ong huo
tay roi sau d6 néi thém voi giong thye t€. “C6 1€ 1a Gabrielle, S6° 8?”



“Ong thong thao qud! Vang, tdi vin ludn ding th nwéde hoa 4y.”

“Cd Marshall qué cd ciing vay. That sang trong hd? Va rat dat tién phai
khong?”

Rosamund nhiin vai, thodng mim cwoi.

Poirot n6i: “Co da ng6i & day noi ching ta dang ngdi, thwra ¢6, vao buoi
sang xdy ra an mang. Nguwoi ta thd'y ¢6 & day, hay it ra c6 Brewster va 6ng
Redfern da tha’y cdi 6 che ning ctia c¢d khi di ngang qua trén bién. Sud't ca
budi sdng, thwra cd, ¢d ¢ chic minh khdng tinh co di xudng Viing Tién roi
vao trong cdi ddng & d6 - cai Bong Tién ndi ti€ng d6 - hay khong?”

Quay d4u lai ng6 6ng tran tran, Rosamund hoi v&i giong déu déu binh
than:

“Ong dang hdi c¢6 phai t6i da giet Arlena Marshall?”
“Khong, to6i dang hoi cd ¢6 vao Bong Tién hay khong?”

“Ngay ca né & dau tdi con khong bi€t ntra 1a. Sao tdi lai vao trong ay? Vi ly
do gi chr?”

“Vao ngay xay ra an mang, Mademoiselle, c6 ngwoi ding nwdc hoa
Gabrielle S&' 8 da & trong cai dong d6.”

Rosamund gét: “Thi chinh dng vira m&i néi Arlena van diing Gabrielle SO 8
dé6 thoi. Hom &y ¢ ta da & trén bai bi€n & d6. C6 the’ doan cd ta da vao
trong dong.”

“Sao ¢0 ta lai phai vao trong dong? Trong dé t6i tam, chat hep va khong
thodi mai.”

Rosamund st rudt bao:

“Purng hoi tdi 1y do! Vi qua that ¢6 ta dd dén cadi vinh nhd &y nén l1a nguoi
c6 kha nang hon ca. Toi da néi véi 6ng téi khong hé rovi khodi novi nay sudt
ca budi sang kia ma.”



“Ngoai trr khoang thoii gian ¢6 vEé khach san va t&i phong dai dy
Marshall,” Poirot nhic.

“Vang, di nhién. To61 da quén diéu &y.”

“Va ¢6 da Tam, Mademoiselle, vi ctt tedng dai iy Marshall khdng nhin
tha’y cd.”

Rosamund c6 vé ngo’ vuc:
“Kenneth qua c6 trong thdy tdi v? Anh &y da - da n6i thé sao?”

Poirot gat dau. “Ong ta da trong tha’y co trong cdi grong treo phia trén céi
ban.”

Rosamund hit vao r'6i néi: “Oi, toi hi€u roi.”

Poirot khdng nhin ra bi€n nira ma ng6 hai ban tay ¢6 x&p lai trén dui. P6 1a
hai ban tay hinh dang thit dep v&i nhitng ngén tay thon dai.

Li&c nhin 6ng that nhanh, Rosamund d&i theo 4nh mét ctia dng r'oi hodi gay
gat:

“Ong nhin hai ban tay t6i ¢ 1am gi? Ong nghi - dng nghi la...”

Poirot hdi lai: “T6i nght - cdi gi vay, thwa c6?”

Rosamund Darnley dap: “Khong gi ca.”

C6 1€ mot ti€ng dong h'd sau Poirot d&n du 167 mon dan xudng Viing Hai
Au. C6 ai d6 dang ng'6i trén bai bien. Mot ddng hinh manh mai mac do so
mi mau do va quan short mau xanh dam.

Poirot di xu6ng 167 mon, can than bwdc di trong doi giay bo chat sang
trong.

Linda Marshall quay ngodt d4u lai. Ong nghi ¢6 bé ho'i co rim.



Khi 6ng t&i va than trong ha minh ng'6i xuéng bai da bén canh c6 bé, doi
mét c¢6 lom lom nhin 6ng, nghi ngd va dé phong canh gidc y nhr mot con
thd bi méic bay. Ray rit trong 10ng, 6ng nhan tha’y c6 bé con qua non ndt va
dé bi ton thwong biét chirng nao.

“Céi gi th&? Ong mudn gi?” Linda héi.

Mot lic 1au Poirot khong tra 1oi. Sau d6 6ng néi: “Bira no chau da néi voi
canh sat tredng la chau quy me k& va cd ta rat ti t& voi chau.”

“Sao a?”

“Préu d6 khong ding, phai khong?”

“Pung, dung the¢' ma.”

“C6 the’khong t€ bac ra mat, ding nhw vay. Nhwng chau khdng h€ yéu quy
Arlena - 06 khong dau, t6i nghi chau ra't ghét me k& ay. C6 the tha’y ra't ro
diéu do6.”

“C6 1& chau khong thich ba 4y 1dm. Nhung khong thé néi nhw thé” vé ngudi
da khua't. Th& la khong phai phép.”

Poirot thé dai hodi: “Nguwoi ta day chau nhw vay trong treong a?”
“Pai loai the".”

Poirot néi: “Khi lién quan t&i viéc mdt ngwoi bi sat hai thi néi that quan
trong hon 1a néi cho phai phép.”

“ Chau nghi 6ng th€ nao cling néi nhw the".”

“Tdi1 s€ néi nhw vay va ludn luén néi nhw vay. Céng viéc cua toi 1a tim ra ai
la ké da gi€t chét Arlena Marshall.”

Linda théu thao: “Chdau mudn quén di ta't ca. That khing khi€p!”

Poirot hoéi that diu dang:



“Nhwng chau khong quén dwoc, phai khong?”

“Ch4u cho rang mot tén dién ban thiu dé tién ndo da’y di giet ba Ay.”
Poirot khé néi: “Khong, t6i nghi khong phai vay.”

Linda hit vao mdt hoi r'oi hoi:

“Ong né6i nghe nhw the da biét roi a?”

Poirot dap: “C46 I& toi biét.” Ong tam dirng r'di néi ti€p. “Chdu c6 tin tdi s&
lam hét strc c6 th€ d€ gidp chau thoat ndi phién muodn ding cay trong long

khong?”

Linda gidy nay: “Chdu c¢6 phi€én mudn gi dau. Chaamg cé gi 6ng c6 the'lam
de gitp ca. Chau chang hi€u 6ng dang ndi gi.”

Cham chd theo déi co bé, Poirot néi: “To6i dang ndi vé nhirng ciy nén
do...”

Ong th&y ndi kinh hoang chot bat ra trong m't Linda.
Co bé kéu lén:
“Chau khong nghe ong dau. Khong nghe dau.”

C6 bé chay bang qua bai bi€n nhanh nhen nhw mét con linh dworng non, r'oi
di nhw bay 1én 167 di ngodn ngoeo.

Poirot lac dau, vé mat nghi€m trang va ban khoan.



11

Thanh tra Colgate dang bdo cdo v&i canh sat tredng:

“T61 da ti€p tuc di€u tra mot chuyén, thwra s€p, 1a mot chuyén kha giat gan.
P&’y 1a chuyén tién nong ctia cd6 Marshall. T6i da ban chuyén &y v&i cac
luat sw cda co ta. Phai néi chuyén &y khi€n ho hoi bi s6c mét chit. T6i da
c6 duoc bang chitng vé chuyén tdng tién. SEp con nhé ¢d ta da duwoc dng
130 Erskine d€ lai cho nim mwoi nghin bang ch? A, ti't ca chi con lai
ching muoi 1am nghin thoi.”

Canh sat tredng huyt sdo:
“Ui cha, phan con lai di dau r6i?”

“Pa’y la mot van dé thu vi, thwa s€p. Thinh thodng ¢6 ta lai ban mot hai
mon, va mdi [4An nhw th€ ¢6 ta lai chi nhan tién mat hodc chirng khoan ¢6
thé chuyén nhwong thanh tién. Nghia la c6 ta da giao tién cho ai ddy ma
khong mudn bi [an ra da'u vé€t. Pung la tdng tién ro61.”

Canh sat tredng gat dau.

“Chéc chiin 12 th&". Va k& tong tién dang & day, trong khach san nay. Nghia
12 chic hén 1a mot trong ba ngudi dan 6ng Ay. C6 diéu gi mdi vé bon ho
hay khong?”

“T6i khong tim dwge ba't cir diéu gi ro rang, thwa s€p. Thi€u ta Barry la
quan nhan vé hru nhw 6ng ta néi. S6ng trong modt can hd nho, c6 lwong
hwu va mdt khodn loi tiee nho tr chirng khodn. Nhwng nam vira r'oi dwoc
trd mot s& tién kha 1on vao tai khoan.”

“Nghe c6 v& day hira hen. Ong ta giai thich th& nao?”

“Bao d6 1a tién thing c4 cwoc. Ong ta vaAn dén it ca cc cudc dua ngya
16, dat ludn trong lic dang dua, khong ghi cu the s sach.”



Cénh sat tredng gat dau:
‘That khé bac bd chirng cr &y. Nhung né cling goi y cho ta vai diéu.”
Colgate noéi ti€p:

“K& tiép 1a cha Lane. Ong ta ciing thanh that d&y. S6ng & nha thé Thanh
Helen tai Whiteridge, hat Surrey, chi m&i th6i cach ddy hon mot nam do
stec khoe kém. R6t cudce vi stec khde y&u kém dén ndi phai vao mdt nha
nudi dedng nhitng ngwdi méc bénh tdm than. Ong ta & d6 hon mot nim.”

“Déang quan taim,” Weston noi.

“Phai, thwa sép. Toi cd tim hi€u cang nhi€u cang t6t tw bac si phu trach
nhung s€p bi€t ma’y 6ng thdy thudc nay nhw the€ nao roi - kho long cay
rang ho ndi cho biét du diéu ta can. Nhung theo nhw tdi hi€u dwore thi van
dé cua ong cha c¢6 nay la &m anh vé ac quy - dac biét la quy doi 16t dan ba -
phu ntr téc dé - con di€m Babylon.”

“Hwm,” Weston néi. “Da ¢ cac tién 1€ giét ngwoi the” day.”

“Phai, thwa s€p. Toi thdy 1a chi it cha Lane cling cé kha ning la hung thu.
Co Marshall qud c6 12 hinh mAu kha dién hinh ctia cdi ma 6ng ta goi 1a gdi
di€m - tdc tai, tw cach va nhiéu thir khac. T6i thd’y 1a c¢6 kha nang 6ng ta da
cam tha’y tre khir ba ta 1a mot nhiém vu dwoc giao phéd. DAYy la néu 6ng ta
thwe sy ro dai.”

“Ching ¢6 gi &n khép v&i gia thuyét tong tién hay sao?”

“Khong, thwa s€p, tdi nghi ta c¢6 the€ gat dng ta khoi khia canh d6. Cé mot
sO' tai san riéng nhung khong nhidu 1dm va gan day khong dot nhién tang
thém.”

“Con chuyén Ong ta di dau va lam gi vao ngay xay ra an mang thi sao?”

“Khong th€ c6 dwore ba't cir chirng thye nao vé chuyén 4y. Chang ai nho da
gap mdt cha x&r trén 167 mon. VE chuyén quyén sO & nha thor, §é muc sau



ciing dwoc ghi viao dd’y dd ba hém trwde va chang ai ngé ngang dén né
chtrng nira thang nay roi. Ong td c6 the dé dang t&i d6 mot hay hai ngay
tredre r'oi dé€ ngay 25.”

Weston gat dau hoi: “Con nguoi thir ba thi sao?”

“Horace Blatt a? Theo y t6i, thwa s€p, o 1a ¢6 diéu am mudi. Thwong tra
thu€’lgi tiec cho mot khodn tién vrgt xa nhirng gi 6ng ta ki€m dwgce tw kinh
doanh hang kim khi. Va xin s&p lwu y cho, dng ti 12 mot thang cha lau c4.
C6 th€ dng ta s€ bia ra mot loi khai hgp 1y - Ong ta ¢6 dau tw chat it trén thi
trrong chirng khoan va dang dinh vao mét vai phi vu mo am. A phai r'oi,
nhirng 1o giai thich nghe c6 vé hop 1y, nhung khong tranh khdi chuyén 6ng
ta ki€m dwgc mot khoan tién kha 1on tee nhirng ngu'dn khong minh bach
trong may nam gan day.”

“Nghia theo y cia 6ng, Horace Blatt 1a mdt ga tong ti€n chuyén nghiép a?”

“Hoac l1a nhw the, hodc 1a ma tiy, thwa s€p. Toi da gap chanh thanh tra
Ridgeway phu trach céc vu 4n ma tdy, vd cling sic sdo. Duong nhu dao nay
da c6 kha nhiéu heroin dwgc tu'on vao. Ho tém dwoc bon phan phdi nho 1€
va it nhiéu biét dwoc ké diéu khi€n dau moi bén kia la ai, nhwng céach thirc
dwa ma tdy vao trong nwéc dén nay van gy tré ngai cho ho.”

“Né&u cai chét ctia c6 Marshall 12 hu qua cda viéc ¢6 ta dinh liu vao duwong
day budn ma tay thi ta nén giao toan bd vu nay lai cho Scotland Yard. P&y
la s& treong cda ho. H¥? Ong ndi sao?”’

Thanh tra Colgate c6 vé khd nudi ti€c:

“To1 e 1a s€p no1 dung da’y. N€u dung 1a ma tuy thi dd'y 1a vu dn danh cho
Yard roi.”

Suy nghi mot lic kha 1au r'oi Weston méi néi: “C6 vé da’y that sy 1a cach
gidi thich hop ly nha't.”

Colgate git dau rau ri:



“Phai, 1a th& a. Pung la Kenneth Marshall da ¢ ngoai vong diéu tra - mac
du t6i qua c6 thu thap dworc mot sd thong tin 1€ ra ¢6 the htru ich, né€u nhw
ching cr ngoai pham cta anh ta khong qud xdc thye. Duong nhw cong ty
cua anh ta dang di t&i chd phd san. Chang phai 16i ctia anh ta hay cia nhitng
ngwoi cong sy, ma la hau qua chung cia khiing hoang kinh t& h'6i nam
ngodi va tinh trang chung vé thwong mai va tai chinh hién nay. Va anh ta c6
bi€t 1a n€u v’ chét di thi ndm mwoi nghin bang s€ vao tay minh. Nam
muoi nghin bang hin s& 1a mot khodn tién ra't hitu ich.”

Colgate th¢ dai. “That dang ti€c khi mot ké c6 dé€n ddng co’ giét ngwoi
hoan chinh lai ¢6 th€ dwgc chirng minh 1a khong th€' lién can gi dén viéc
ay.”

Dai td mim cwoi. “Phan chan 1én di, Colgate! Van con c6 mot co hdi cho ta
ghi di€m. Van con khia canh to'ng tién va con ¢ 6ng cha x r'0 dai kia ma.
Nhung ¢4 nhén t6i nghi ddp 4n ma tdy c6 kha ning xay ra cao hon ca.” Ong
néi thém, “Va néu nhw chinh mot bang dang ma tiy da khw co ta thi diéu
d6 van 1a y&u t& gidp Scotland Yard pha vu 4n ma tiy d6. Thuc t& ma néi
thi chung ta cling da lam kha t6t.”

Mot nu cudi grong gao hién 18n trén moi, Colgate néi: “A, ddy 1a s& phan,
thwa s€p. Nhan tién t6i da ki€m tra vé ké da viét birc thw tim thay trong
phong co6 ta. Ké ky tén l1a J.N. Cheamg lam gi cd. Han dang & Trung Qudc
kha an toan, ciing 1a anh chang ma c6 Brewster k€ cho ta nghe. M6t tén vo
lai con kha tré. Toi da ki€m tra nhirng ban beé con lai cua Arlena Marshall.
Chflng c6 dd'u vé&t ndo. Moi diéu can biét ta déu nim dworc ca, thwa s&p.”

“Bay gio tuy thudc vao ta.” Weston tam dwng lai roi néi thém, “C6 thay gi
veé dng ban dong nghiép ngwoi Bi hay khong? Ong &y c¢6 biét ta't ca nhirng
gi 6ng vira néi vori tdi chir?”

Thanh tra Colgate cwoi toe toét.
“Ong ta 12 mot thing cha thap bé ky quiic, phai khéng? Sép c6 biét hom kia

Ong ta da hoéi toi gi khong? Ong ta mudn ¢6 cac ban twong thuat chi ti€t vé
ba't cr vu si€t cO nao trong ba nam gan day.”



Dai t4 Weston ng'i thang day.

“Ong &Yy yéu cau nhw th€, ding khong? Bay gio thi toi ty hoi...” 6ng ding
lai mdt 1at. “Ong bao cha Lane vao vién tam than &y khi nao?”

“Cach day mot nim vao dip I€ Phuc sinh vira roi, thwa sép.”

Van dang trAm ngim suy nghi, dai td n6i: “C6 mot vu dn - xdc mdt thigu
phu dwgc tim thd’y & dau da’y gan Bagshot. Di gap chong & dau day va
khong bao gior xua't hién. Con ¢é mdt vu ma bdo chi goi 1a Bi an vé bdi cdy
ving vé. Ca hai vu déu & hat Surrey, né&u t6i nhé khong I'Am.”

Anh mét hai ngwdi giip nhau. Colgate hoi:
“Surrey sao a? Oi chiia o1, that dn khép, phai khong sép? Toi tw hi...”

Hercule Poirot ng'6i 1én 1op da't cd trén dinh cao cfia hon dao.
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Bén phai 6ng 12 dinh cdi thang bang thép din xudng Viing Tién, ong d&'y ¢
rd't nhiéu tang da thoé nhdm & géan dinh céi thang, che kin ba't cir ai ¢4 y
dinh xud'ng bai bi€n & bén dudi. Ngwoi bén trén cling khong nhin thay
nhiéu & bai bien vi vach da nho ra.

Hercule Poirot git gu that nghi€m trang.

Céc manh roi trong trd ghép hinh clia dng dang dworc 14p vao ding chd.
Ong duyét lai trong d4u cdc manh ghép d6, xem mdi manh ghép nhir mot
dé muc tach roi.

Mot budi sang trén bai tim vai ngay trwdre cdi chét clia Arlena.

Mot, hai, ba, b6n, nam nhan xét vao buoi sang hdm do.

Budi t6i ddnh bai tiy. Ong ciing Patrick Redfern va Rosamund Darnley

ng'oi & ban. Christine ra ngoai di lang thang sau khi ha bai va nghe 16m mot
cudc dam thoai gi d6. Liic &y c6 ai khic & trong phong? Ai ving mit?



Budi t6i tredc an mang. Cudce tro chuyén cia 6ng voi Christine trén vach
da va canh 6ng da chirng ki€n trén dwong vé khach san.

Nuwde hoa Gabrielle s&' 8.

Mot céi kéo.

Mot céi can 6ng di€u bi gay.

MOt céi chai ném tir mot ctra sO.

Mot cudn lich mau xanh 14 cay.

Mot g61 nén.

Mot cai gworng va mot may dénh chu.

Mot cudn len mau do twoi.

Mot dong h'd deo tay cta phu ntr.

Nudrc trong mot bon tim chdy a0 xudng 6ng thoat nudrc.

MOdi mot sy kién khong lién quan nay phai khit véi chd da dinh sén ctia nd.
Chéc hin khong c6 chd nao 1dng 18o.

R6i sau d6 khi ting sy kién cu th€ da dwoc rép vao ding chd thi t¢i chd
dwng k& ti€p: ni€ém tin cia 6ng vé chuyén cdi ac hién dién trén dao.

Cdidc...
Ong ngd xudng mdt to’ gid'y ¢6 chir danh may cam trén tay:

Nellie Parsons - dwoc tim thdy bi siét c6 trong mot bdi cdy nhd ving vé gin
Chobham. Chwa phdt hién ra manh moi nao vé ké giét ngwoi.

Nellie Parsons?”’



Alice Corrigan.
Ong doc rat ki céc chi tiét vé céi chét cia Alice Corrigan.

Thanh tra Colgate di t&i chd Hercule Poirot dang ng'di trén bo dd nhin
xudng bien.

Poirot rit thich Colgate. Ong thich vé mit nghiém khéc, 4nh mét sfc sdo va
dang vé cham chap khong voi va cua ong ta.

Thanh tra Colgate ng'di xudng. Li€c nhin to’ gid'y ¢6 chir danh mady trén tay
Poirot, 6ng hoi:

“Pa lam gi v&i nhirng vu an &y chwa, thwra 6ng?”

“T6i da nghién ctru chiing - ro6i.”

Colgate dirng 1én budc di ven bor dd, cham chd nhin vao hd'c da k& bén.
Quay tré lai 6ng néi:

“Can than khong thira. Khong thé d€ bi nghe 1én.”

“Ong khén ngoan that d6.”

“To1 chéng ngai khi cho 0ng bi€t, dong Poirot a, chinh td1 cling quan tam

dén céc vu 4n 2y - mdc du c6 1€ to61 khong h€ nghi dén chung né€u 6ng

khong hoi dén.” Ong ta tam dwng. “Toi da dac biét quan tAm dé€n mot vu
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an.
“Vu Alice Corrigan ha?”

“Alice Corrigan.” Ong ta ding lai mot lat. “Toi da 1am viéc voi canh sat
Surrey v€ vu an 4y - mudn bi€t ta't ca cac chi ti€t.”

“Cho t61 bi€t di, 6ng ban! Toi quan tam - ra't quan tam do.”

“T6i cling nghi 6ng quan tam. Alice Corrigan dwoee tim tha’y bi si€t co trong
khu rieng nho Caesar trén Bai hoang Blackridge. Cach bai cay nhd Marley



12 noi tim tha’y Nellie Parsons chwra d&nh mwoi ddm - va cd hai chd &y déu &
trong vong muoi hai dam to Whiteridge 1a noi 6ng Lane 1am cha x.”

“Cho t6i bi€t thém V€ cai chét cta Alice Corrigan di!”

“Ban d4u cdnh sat Surrey khong lién két cai chét cia ba ta v&i vu an Nellie
Parsons. La vi ho gén t0i danh 1én ngwoi ch'ong roi. Kh6ng hi€u vi sao,
ngoai trir chuyén hén hoi gio’ ng nhw bdo chi goi 1a “ngwoi dan 6ng bi an”
chang biet dwoc gl nhiéu vé hin ta - hin 13 ai hay ttr ddu d&n. Ba ta 18y hin
la trai v&i mong wdc ciia ngwoi nha, cd chut it tién cda riéng - ba ta da mua
bao hi€m nhan tho d€ cho hin dworc thira huwdng. TA't ca nhitng diéu Ay dd
de goi 1én m&i hoai nghi, ma to6i nghi 6ng sé dong y, phai khong?”

Poirot gat dau.

“Nhung khi di vao van d€ cu the thi ngwoi chong duge loai ngay ra khoi
vong diéu tra. Cai xac dwgc mot trong nhirng phu ntr di bo dwong dai phat
hién - nhtrng phu nir manh khoe thich méc quéan short. C6 ta Ia mot nhan
chirng tuyét d6i dang tin cay - cd gido day th€’ duc & mot treong hoc cla
hat Lancashire. C6 ta d€ y dén thoi gian khi tim th&’y cdi xac - ding bon
gio* mudi 1dm, va c6 dwa ra nhan xét 1a nan nhan chic vira mé&i chét mot
thoi gian ngin - khong 1au hon mudi phit. Piéu &y cling phit hop vé&i quan
di€m ctia phap y khi khdm nghiém t& thi lic nam gio' b6n mwoi lam. Co6 ta
d€ moi thir & nguyén trang bing dong d&€n d6n canh sat Bagshot d€ trinh
bdo. Lic bay gio, tw ba gio’ d&n bén gior mwei 1am, Edward Corrigan dang
di tau hda xudng tir London 13 noi hin da & ca ngay d€'lo cdng viée. C6
bd'n ngwdi khic & cling toa v&i han. Tir nha ga hin 1én xe buyt, ¢6 hai
ngudi ciing di xe 4y. Hin xudng xe & quan Café Pinh D'6i Thong 12 noi
hin sép x&p d€ giip vor cling udng tra chiéu. Lic &y 12 bon gio hai muoi
1im. Hin goi bita cho ca hai nhung bao dirng don ra cho t&i khi ba ta dén.
Sau da’y hén di loanh quanh bén ngoai doi vor. Lidc nim gio khi ba ta khong
xud't hién, hdn dim hodng, ct tedng ba ta c6 18 di bj trat chan. Nhw da sip
x€&p ba ta phai di bd qua bai da't hoang twr ng6i lang noi ho dang lwu trd dén
quan Dinh D'6i Théng r'6i di xe buyt vé nha. Khu rieng nhd Caesar cach
quan &y khdng xa va nguoi ta da nghi vi di so'm tredc gio’ hen nén ba ta
ng'di xudng & da’y d&€ ngdm canh mot 1t roi mdi di tiép va mot gi lang



thang hay dién khiing nao d6 chot bit gip ba ta & da’y va chop 18y ba ta ma
ba ta khong hé hay biét. Khi nguoi chong dwore chieng thwe khong ¢6 lién
can, lé di nhién ho da lién két cai chét cha ba ta voi vu an Nellie Parsons -
cd gilp viéc nha kha gan d& dworc tim thay bi si€t co & Bai cdy Marley. Ho
qua quy€t cung mdt ga dan 6ng phai chiu trach nhiém veé ca hai 4n mang
nhung chura bao gir bit dwoc hin ta - va con hon thé nira ho chwra bao gior
tiép can dwoc d€ bit han. Tha't bai & moi noi.”

Colgate tam dwrng r'oi néi that chadm rai:

“Va bay gio - & ddy la ngwoi dan ba thir ba bi si€t co - va mot quy dng nao
da’y ma ta s& khong néu tén ngay tirc khic.”

Ong dirng lai, ddi mét nhd séc sdo quay sang nhin Poirot, ch’ doi ddy hy
vong.

DPo6i moi Poirot map mdy. Thanh tra Colgate chom nguoi t&i truedre.

Poirot dang 1am bam: “Khé ma biét dwore nhirng manh ghép nao 1a mot
phéan cua b 16ng va cdi nao la cdi dudi ctia con meo.”

“Xin thtr 161, cdi gi thé” thwa 6ng?” Thanh tra Colgate chung hiing.

Poirot néi that nhanh: “Tdi xin 10i. Toi dang theo mot dong suy twdng riéng
tw.”

“Chuyén bd 16ng va con meo nay la gi theé"a?”

“Khong c6 gi - khong ¢6 gi hét.” Poirot tam dwng. “Xin cho t6i biét, thanh
tra Colgate a, n€u nhu 6ng nghi ai d6 da néi do1 - nhi€u that 1a nhiéu nhirng

diéu doi trd nhung khong cé bang chitng ndo, 6ng s& lam gi?”
Thanh tra suy nghi ky roi dép:

“Khé that day. Nhung y ki€n cua tdi 1a n€u ai da'y néi doi da da roéi thi
cudi cung nha't dinh s€ bi va’p thoi.”



Poirot gat dau. “Phai, ding vay d6. Chi la trong d4u, tdi thdy mdt s6 1o
khai nao d6 la d&i tra. T6i nghi d6 1a nhirng loi n6i d6i khong the nao biét
chdc dugre. Nhung ¢6 18 ¢6 the ki€m tra - ki€m tra mot 1&i néi d&i nhd nhit
khong dang chid y 1dm. N&u diéu d6 duoc ching td 12 doi trd - nhw vay sé
bi€t ta't ca nhirng di€u con lai déu la d6i trd.”

Thanh tra Colgate nhin 6ng to0 mo:
“Pau 6c 6ng lam viéc mdt cach la lung, phai khong thwa 6ng? Nhwng toi

ddm néi cudi cuing s 10 ra ca thoi. N&u ong tha 16i cho thi t6i xin hoi diéu
gi da xui khi€n 6ng yéu cau dwoce bi€t vé cac vu an si€t ¢o ndi chung?”

Poirot dap chim rai:

“Trong ngdn nglt clia 6ng c6 mot tir 1a khéo. An mang nay véi toi hinh nhw
la mot vu an ra't khéo! N6 khi€n t6i ty héi c6 1€ nao day khong phai 1a Tan
dau ra tay cua hung thu.”

“T6i hi€u r'oi.”

Poirot ndi ti€p: “Toi da ty nha ta hdy xem xét cdc 4n mang twong ty trong
qua khir va n€u ¢6 mot an mang that gan gidng nhw vu nay - eh bien, ta sé
c6 & d6 mdt manh mdi ra't dang gid.”

“Ong mudn néi ding cing mot phwong phap giét ngwoi a, thwa 6ng?”
“Khong, khong, t6i con mu6n néi nhi€u hon vay nwra. Céi chét ctia Nellie
Parsons chang han khdng néi 1€n diéu gi ca. Nhwng cdi chét cua Alice

Corrigan - cho t0i biét, thanh tra Colgate a, 6ng khong d€’y thd'y mdt nét
tweong dong noi bat trong an mang nay hay sao?”

Thanh tra 14t di 1at lai vin dé &y trong dau. Cudi cling Ong tra lovi:
“Khong, thwa dng, t6i khong theé néi minh that sy phat hién ra diéu gi.

Ngoai trir & tinh ti€t ngwoi ch'dng c6 chirng clr ngoai pham virng nhw gang
thép.”



Poirot néi thit nhe nhang:
“A, vay la 6ng da d€'y tha'y diéu d6 u?”

“Ha, Poirot. Ra't vui dwore gdp 6ng. Mo vao! Pung la ngudi t6i mudn
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g4p.

Hercule Poirot dap lai 1ot mei. Canh sat tredng day sang hop dung thudc
14,18y mot di€u r'oi dot 1€n. Giwra hai Tan bap khoéi thud'c 6ng néi: “Toi da it
nhi€u quy€t dinh mot ti€n trinh hanh dong. Nhwng t6i mudn bi€t y ki€n cua
ong vé diéu &y trede khi hanh dong mot cach dit khoat.”

“Hay cho to1 bi€t di, 6ng ban!” Poirot ndi.

“T6i da quyét dinh moi Scotland Yard dén va giao vu nay cho ho. Theo y
kié€n ctia t6i, mac du da c¢6 co s¢ d€ tinh nghi mot vai ngwoi, nhung toan bd
vu 4n ndy xoay quanh viéc budn lu ma tdy. Theo t6i ¢6 vé chd do, Viing
Tién, la di€m hen d€'lam viéc ay.”

Poirot gat du. “Toi dong §.”

“Ong t6t that. Va t6i khd chic chdn k& budn 14u ma tdy cta ta 12 ai roi.
Horace Blatt daYy.

Lai gt dau dong y, Poirot néi: “Piéu dé cling dwore chi 1o ra roéi.”

“T6i tha’y dau 6c ca hai ching ta d€u lam viéc cung mot kieu cach. Blatt
van thuong 14i thuyén budm. Ddi khi hin moi ngudi khéc cuing di nhung
hau nhw ldc nao cing di mot minh. Trén chi€c thuy€n &y c6 mad’y chi€c
budm mau dd kh4 dé tha'y nhung chiing t6i con phat hién ra ma’y chiéc
budm mau tring dwoc x&p lai gon gang gidu vao mdt chd rat kin ddo. Toi
nghi hin thwdng 14i thuyén di vio mdt ngly tdt troi d&n mot diém hen gip
mot chi€c thuyén khac - 1a thuyén budm hay du thuyén c6 may no - cdi gi
da’y dai loai nhw th€, roi cdi mén &y dwoe giao qua cho hin. Sau da’y Blatt
s€ chay vao bor & Viing Tién vao mét thoi di€m thich hop...”

Poirot mim cuwoi.



“Phai, phai d6, lic mot gio’ redi. Gio ngwoi Anh dung bira tria, khi ma
chic chdn moi nguwdi déu & trong phong #n. Do nay 1a tii san tw nhan.
Khong phai noi ngeoi ngoai thwong dén dung bira da ngoai. D6i khi khach
thwong mang theo bira tir khach san d&€n Viing Tién vao budi chi€u lic mat
troi chi€u roi 1én noi 4y, hay né€u mudn di da ngoai ho thwong di dau day
xa hon nhiéu dam.”

Canh sat tredng gat dau.

“Hoan toan ding. B&i thé cho nén Blatt m&i chay vao bor & dd’y va cat
mon hang trén cai gor dd &y trong dong. K& nao khac phai 18y n6 & day
ding lac.”

Thdam t néi nho:

“C6 mot cap vor chdng da toi ddo d€ dung bira trira vao ngay xay ra an
mang, dng con nh¢ khong? D6 1a mot cach nhan hang. Khach du lich nao
dé6 tir mot khach san trén Bai Hoang hay & St. Loo di qua Dao Budn Lau.
Ho thdng bdo s& dung bira trira. Truedre tién ho di quanh ddo. That dé dang
biét bao khi xudng bai bién d6, nhit 18y cdi hdp banh sandwich, chic chéin
s& bd né vao cdi tdi tim bién quy ba dé xach theo - r'oi tré vé khach san d€
in trwa - ¢6 18 hoi tré mot chit, tire 12 ldc mot gio' muwoi phit, da di dao that
vui thd trong khi hét thay nhitng ngwoi khac dang & trong phong an.”

“Phai, t't c4 nghe c6 vé nhu c6 the thire hién kha dé dang. Bay gio cic t&
chitc budn ma tdy nay that nhin tAm. N&u ai da’y tinh co bét giip ching va
hi€u ra moi chuyén, ching s€ khong ngéan ngai budc ngwoi &y phai cdm
nin. T6i tha'y 1a da’y 12 1o gidi thich ding din vé cdi chét clia Arlena
Marshall. C6 kha nang buoi sang hom &y Blatt qua that dang gidu hang tai
c4i vinh nhd &y. P'dng bon ctia hin phai d&n nhin hang ding vao ngay hom
ay. Arlena chéo bé d&n noi va tha’y hin di vio dong v&i céi hop. Co ta hoi
hin chuyén 4y va hin giét chét co ta ludn, roi 1én thuyén budm chudn di.”

Poirot hdi: “Ong nghi r5 rang Blatt 12 ké da gy ra 4n mang 2?”

“Dwong nhw da'y l1a dap an ddng nhat. Di nhién c¢6 kha nang Arlena da hi€u
dwore sy thiat som hon, da néi gi dd’y véi Blatt va mot thanh vién khac nao



day clia bing dang da sip x&p mot cudc hen gid roi khix ¢o ta ludn. Nhu toi
néi daYy, c6 1€ cach giai quyét t6t nha't 1a chuyén vu nay cho Scotland Yard.
Ho sé c6 kha nang hon chirng ta d€ xac minh lién hé cta Blatt voi bang
dang 8y.”

Hercule Poirot gat dau c6 vé dam chi€u. Weston héi:

“Ong c6 nghi d&y 12 mot viéc 1am khon ngoan khong ha?”

Poirot tram ngam suy nghi. Sau cung 6ng dap: “Co 1€ vay.”

“Théi bd di, Poirot! Ong di c6 sin k& hoach nao di’y hay 1a chwa c6?”
Théam t& nghi€m trang dap:

“Né&u c6, toi cling khong chic chin c6 th€ chitng minh dworc.”

“D1i nhién t61 bi€t 6ng va Colgate con c6 y ki€n kha'c. Tuy c6 vé hoi ky
quai mdt chit, nhung tdi budc phai thira nhan c6 th€ ¢ gi dd’y trong vu niy.
Nhuwng dit 6ng ¢6 ding di nira, thi tdi vAn nghi diy 1a mot vu dn d€ cho
Scotland Yard giai quyét. Ta sé cho ho biét cac sy kié€n va ho cé thé lam
viéc v&i canh sat Surrey. Toi cam thdy ddy that sy khong phai 1a mot vu an
danh cho chiing ta. Khdng phai viéc ctia mot dia phwong.”

Ong tam dung lai. “Ong nghi gi, Poirot? Ong tha’y phai 1am gi day?”
Duwong nhw Poirot dang mai mé suy nghi. Sau cting 6ng dap:

“T6i bi€t minh mudn lam gi.”

“Gi the?”

Poirot 1am bam: “T6i mudn di da ngoai.”

DPai ta Weston ng6 ong lom lom.
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“bi da ngoai sao, 6ng Poirot?”

Emily Brewster nhin 6ng cham chip nhu th€ dng dd mat tri.
Poirot trd 1oi thét 161 cudn:

“V&i cd nghe ¢6 vé qua vo ly, khong phai vay sao? Nhwng that tinh voi toi
thi 1a mot y hét stee tuyét vori. Ching ta ¢an viéc gi d6 thdng thwong lam
hing ngay, nhw thuong 1, &€ 1am cho cudc sdng tré lai binh thwong. Toi
hét sitc néng 1ong mudn ngam canh trén viing cao Dartmoor, thoi tiét rat
to't. S€ lam cho, phai ndi sao day, s€ lam cho moi ngwoi phan chdn 1én. Vi
vay xin cd gidp toi viéc nay! Hay thuy€t phuc moi ngwoi!”

Y kién d6 thanh cong ba't ngo’. Ban dau moi ngwei phan van, do dy roi sau
d6 mién cwdng thira nhan du sao di nira ¢6 1€ d6 ciing khdng phai 1a mot y
qua toi.

Ho goi y khong nén yéu cau dai iy Marshall cung di. Chinh anh ta cling
thong bdo ngay hom do phai di Plymouth, dng Blatt tham gia qua dbi nhiét
tinh, quyé&t tim tr& thanh sirc sdng va linh h'on cda cd nhém. Ngoai 6ng ta
con c6 c6 Brewster, vo’ chong Redfern, Stephan Lane, Rosamund Darnley
va Linda. Ho con thuy€t phuc dwoc 6ng ba Gardener hoan lai mot ngay ntra
hang di.

Poirot tr0 tai huing bién v&i Rosamund va nhan di nhan lai mai vé 1o ich
d6i véi co con gai dai Gy vi s€ khi€n ¢6 bé khdng con dam chim mét moi
nura.

Rosamund d0ng y chuyén nay.

“Ong hoan toan ding. Ci s6¢ d6 qud 16n véi mot diva tré & tudi &y. Lam
cho tinh khi con bé hét strc tha't thwong.”



“Piéu do cling tw nhién thdi, thwa ¢6. Nhwng tudi nao thi roi cling sGm
quén. Hay thuy€t phuc c6 bé cung di! T61 bi€t c6 lam dwgc ma.”

Thiéu ta Barry kién quyét tw chdi, n6i khong thich di da ngoai. “Phai khuan
di rd't nhi€u @06 lich kich. Con cuc ky khong thodi mdi ntra. V&i t6i ngdi
vao ban dung cac thirc an ctia minh la td't r'oi.”

Ca nhém tap hop ldc mudi gicr. Pa thué ba chiéc xe. Ong Blatt that phan
khdi, cit néi oang oang, bt chwéc hwdng din vién du lich:

“Hwdng nay, thwa quy 6ng quy ba - Dartmoor di hwdng nay. C6 thach nam
va viét qua't, c6 mon kem ddc san cua Devonshire va trai tu cho nhirng ké
dang thu an & dd’y. Quy 6ng hdy mang theo v’ hay cd khac cling dwore! Xin
chao mwng moi ngwoi! Phong canh bdo dam tuyét dep. Buoc toi di! Budc
toi di!”

Vao phiit ch6ét Rosamund m&i di xuéng, ¢6 vé lo au: “Linda khong di. N6
bao bi nhirc dau kinh khdng.”

Poirot kéu 1€n: “Nhung di sé€ tot cho c6 bé ma. Xin hay thuy€t phuc, thra
co!”

Rosamund néi chic nhu dinh déng cot:

“Ciing v0 ich thoi. Con bé ra't cwong quy€t. To1 da cho né udng thudc
aspirin va né 1én giwong ngt roi.”

Ngan ngtr mot 14t r'di co néi: “Chéc toi cling khong di dau.”

“Khong dwoc, ¢6 nwong oi, khong dwoe dau!” 6ng Blatt vira la 1€n vira
niam chit canh tay c¢6 mot cach hai hudce. “La Haute Mode, phai 1am cho

dip nay dwoc vé vang chit. Khong c6 chuyén tir chdi dau nhé! Toi da bit
dworc c6 roi1, ha ha. Pa tuyén an lwu day dé€n Dartmoor.”

Ong kién quy&t dan ¢0 t&i chiéc xe di dau. Rosamund ném lai cho Hercule
Powr mot cdi nhin kho chiu.



“T6i s€ & lai voi Linda,” Christine Redfern néi. “Khdng phién mdt chit nao
dau.”

Patrick bao: “Thoi, di nao, Christine!”

Con Poirot thi néi: “Khong, khdng, ba phai di, thwra ba. Bi nhirc dau ¢ mot
minh s€ t6t hon. Nao, ta Ién dwong thoi!”

Ba chiéc xe chay di. Trudc tién ho t&i Pong Tién dich thyc trén bai hoang
Sheepstor, hét strc vui thich khi tim ki€m 167 vao dong va cudi cung ciing
tim ra né nho’ anh chup trén mot bwu thi€p.

bi trén nhirng tang da 1é'n tron mon that nguy hi€m nén Hercule Poirot
khong c& 1am chuyén d6. Ong chiim chi theo ddi mét cich khoan dung,
trong khi Christine Redfern le lang nhay tt ting da nay sang tang da no, va
quan sat thd'y anh chdng khong bao gio roi xa ¢6. Rosamund Darnley tham
gia cudc tim ki€m cung v&i Emily Brewster, méc du ¢d nay treegt chan mot
Tan va hoi bi trat mét cd chan. Cha Lane khong bi€t mdi mét la gi, than hinh
1éu nghéu giy com ciia 6ng cir xoay qua udn lai gitra bai d4. Ong Blatt
bang long di hoi cdch xa mot chiit, ¢ hod la ¢& vii va con chup anh nhitng
ngwoi dang lung suc.

Ong ba Gardener va Poirot vin diém tinh ng'6i lai bén vé dwdng trong khi
giong ba vor ca't 1én 1o ddc thoai déu déu vui vé, thinh thoang lai ngé't
quang b&i clu tra 1o ‘Phai, em yéu a’ ctia 6ng chdng ngoan ngoan.

“...va toi van ludn cdm tha’y, 6ng Poirot 4, nhitng birc anh chup 18y ngay ¢6
th& khié&n ta birc minh 1im, 6ng nha t6i cling dong y v&i tdi. Tirc 12 trir khi
chup anh cung v&i ban be. Cai 6ng Blatt 8y cheamg hé nhay bén mdt chut
nao. Ong ta ct di thang d&n moi ngwdi, néi ludn mdm r'oi chup anh, va nhw
toi da néi v&i 6ng nha t6i, qua ding 1a vo gido duc. Em da ndéi nhw the, phai
vay khong Odell?”

“Phai, em yéu a.”

“Ong ta da chup 4nh ca ddm ching ta dang ng'i trén bai bién. A, thi ciing
hay, nhung 1€ ra tredrc hét 6ng ta nén hdi chir. Nhw chuyén c6 Brewster vira



dom dirng 1€n & bai bién da bi chup anh, va viéc &y khi€n c6 ta c6 tw the’
trong that ky cuc.”
“Va toi s€ noi la ddng nhw the€,” 6ng ch'dng nhan ring cuoi.

“Ong Blatt dang ting anh cho moi ngudi kia kia, ngay ca mot 17 hoi trude
cling khdng ¢6. Ong ta da ting dng mot tai'm anh, 6ng Poirot a, tdi ¢6 de’y
thay.”

Poirot gat dau néi: “T6i thich &nh nhém d6.”

Ba Gardener noi ti€p:

“Va hay xem cach cw x cia 6ng ta h6m nay - qud lén ti€ng 6n ao va thd
thien! A, chi khi€n t6i ruing minh ghé tdm. L& ra 6ng phai sap x&p d€ bd
ngwoi dan 6ng &y & lai khach san chir, 6ng Poirot a.”

Hercule Poirot khé dép lai:

“Oi, thwa ba, hin nhu vay sé kho cho t61 d6.”

“Phai n6i 12 nhw th€. Chd nao ngwdi dan 6ng Ay ciing chen vao. Ong ta
ding 1a tro’ hét strc.”

Ngay lic d6 tir bén dwdi vong 1én ti€ng reo that to bdo tin da phat hién ra
Pong Tién.

C4 nhém lic bay gio 1én xe di ti€p theo hwdng dan ctia Hercule Poirot tG1i
mot dieém & dd ho xudng xe di bo mot quing ngin xudng mdt swon do6i
moc d4y thach nam, dan t&i mot di€m that ky thi bén mot dong song.

Mot ciy cu van nhd hep bic ngang qua song. Poirot cling 6ng Gardener
giuc ba vor bang qua ciu tdi mdt bai thach nam ky thd khéng con nhirng bui
kim twdc ddy gai nira, cé vé 1a mot dia di€m 1y twdng d€ dung bira trua.

Dang néi liéng thoing vé cdm gidc ctia minh khi T'an d4u tién bing qua mot
cay cau van, ba Gardener chot quy sup xud6ng. Ba't thinh linh c6 ti€ng khé
kéu Ién.



Nhirng ngwoi khdc da chay qua cAu kha nhe nhang, nhung cd Brewster van
dang dtng ngay chinh gitra tAm van, nhim nghién mét 1ic qua lic lai.

Poirot cuing Patrick Redfern vdi chay t&i ctru gitip.
C6 vé xau ho, Emily Brewster ndi cdc 16¢:

“Cam on, cdm on. Xin 16i. Chwa bao gior gidi bang qua dong nwdc chdy,
chua bao gio. Bi chong mat. R chan qua!”

Thirc dn, nwdec u6ng dwoc bay ra trén mét da't va btra trira bat dau.

T4t ca nhirng nguoi ¢6 lién quan dén vu an déu thdm ngac nhién khi thd’y
minh qua ddi thich thi khodng thoi gian chuyén tiép nay. C6 1€ vi n6 cho
phép ho thoat khoi bau khong khi nghi ky va so hai. O noi day c6 dong
nuwdc troi 1o 1ieng, mui than bun thoang thoéng trong khong khi va mau sic
am ap ctia dam dwong xi dai bang va thach nam. Thé&” gi¢i ¢6 dn mang voi
cac budi tham van clia canh sat day nghi ky dwong nhw da dwoc x6a sach
nhw the chua ting t6n tai. Ngay ca ong Blatt ciing quén minh 12 sirc song
va linh h'on cida cd nhém. Sau bwra trira 6ng ta di ngi cadch xa mét chit lam
diu bot nhirng ti€ng ngdy pho pho biéu 16 sy vO tw sung swdng cla dng ta.

Ca nhom td ra hét sirc bi€t on khi don dep bira dn cho vao cac sot va chiic
mung Hercule Poirot vi y ki€n cfia 6ng ra't hay.

Mt trori dang 13n khi ho quay vé trén con 187 di ngodn ngoeo nhd hep. Tir
dinh d'6i phia trén Vinh Leathercombe, trong mot khoanh khéc ngin ngti
ho thodng tha’y hon ddo v&i khich san mau tring trén do.

Trong that yén binh va vo hai trong 4nh ning chiéu.

Chi m¢&i mét Tan khong néi liu lo, ba Gardener thé dai.

“Qua tinh toi ra't cam on 6ng, 6ng Poirot a. T6i cam tha’y ra't binh tam.
Tuyét voi that d6.”

Thiéu ta Barry ra chao khi ho t&i noi:



“Nay nay, da c6 mot ngay t6t lanh chx?”

Ong Gardener dép:

“Qua ding nhw the. Ba't ctr thir gi trén cac bai hoang déu thu vi hét sirc.
Qua di€n hinh ctia x& Anh va th& gi¢i xwa. Khong khi thoang thoang
hrong thom khién ta tha'y khde khodn. Ong phai h& then v&i minh vi di

lroi bi€ng qua nén ci tut lai dang sau.”
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Thi€u ta croi khuc khdc. “T61 gia qua ro1 khong 1am noi cai kieu 8y dau -
ngoi trén mot dai da't bun Ay va xoi banh sandwich.”

Mot ¢d hidau phong vira di ra tie khach san, hoii bi hut hoi. Ngan ngee mot 14t
roi c¢6 le lang t&i gap Christine Redfern.

Hercule Poirot nhén ra c0 ta 1a Gladys Narracott. Gigng c6 n6i ha’p tap
khong dwoc binh thwong:

“Xin 161, thwa cd, nhung tdi dang lo 1ing vi quy co tré tudi. La cd Marshall.
To6i vira m&i mang bira 1€n cho ¢ 'y va khong thé nao danh thirc cd Ay

dwoee. Trong cd Ay that qua - khong hiéu sao lai qua ky quac.”

Christine nhin quanh chgng bi€t nhor ai gitp cho. Trong chdc lat Poirot da &
bén canh c6. Hai ban tay d& bén dwdi khuyu tay cd, dng ndi thit binh tinh:

“Ta s€ di 1én xem sao.”
Ho v6i vang l1én ciu thang roi di doc theo hanh lang t&i phong Linda.

Chi li&c nhin so’ qua ciing di cho hai nguwdi biét c6 gi d6 ra't khong on. sic
mat c6 bé ra't la va gan nhw khong thé nhan tha’y hoi tho.

Poirot dwra tay bdt mach. Cung lic d6 dng d€'y tha'y mot bi thw dyng dirng
twa vao cai dén d€ trén ban canh giwvong ngd. Thw dé gii cho chinh éng.

Dai dy Marshall nhanh chén budc vao phong va hoi:

“Chuyén gi xay dén voi Linda thé' nay? Con bé ¢6 van dé gi thé?”



Co tiéng thon thirc khe khé vi khiép s¢ phat ra tir Christine Redfern.
Tw cai giwong d6 quay lai, Hercule Poirot bio Marshall:

“Ong goi bac si di - cang nhanh cang t6t! Nhwng to1 e rang, e rang - ¢6 1€ da
qua tré roi.”

Ong c¢am 14 thw @& tén minh trén d6 va xé bi thw mé ra. Bén trong c6 vai
dong chtr do Linda viét tay theo ki€u cach ctia mdt nir sinh trung hoc.

Chau nghi day la cach giai quyét t6t nhat. Xin bo hay cd tha thir cho con.
Chau da giét Arlena. Ct¢ twdng s€ vui nhwng hod ra khong phai thé". Chau

ra’t ti€c vi moi chuyén.

Ho tap hop trong sanh - Marshall, vo' ch'ong Redfern, Rosamund Darnley
va Hercule Poirot.

Ho ng6i d6 im ling - chor doii...
Ctra m¢& ra va bac si Neasden di vao. Ong ta néi coc 16c:

“T6i da lam ta't ca nhirng gi ¢6 the’'lam r'oi. Co bé c6 theé qua khdi - nhwng
toi budc long phai néi cho cac vi bi€t khdong ¢6 nhi€u hy vong dau.”

Ong ta dong lai. Marshall hoi, nét mét danh lai, doi mét vu tw lanh lung nhw
bang gia:

“Lam th& nao n6 18y dwoc thir thudc &y chir?”

Neasden lai mé& cira ra va gt dau ra hiéu. C6 hau phong di vao, van dang
khoc 1oc.

“Hay k€& lai Tan ntra that chinh xac c6 da trong tha'y gi di!” Neasden bao.
Vra thit thit c6 gai vira dap:

“T6i chwra bao gior nghi - chwra bao gio’ nghi mét phit gidy nao la ¢6 ba't cir
diéu gi khong on - mac du quy cd tré tuoi qua cé vé kha ky la.” Mot cai



pha't tay nhe vi st rudt ctia dng bac si khiéh co ta lai bit dau néi: “Co &y
dang & trong phong ctia quy ba kia. Phong ba Redfern. Phong cda ba do,
thwra ba. TG chd céi gid trén bon rika mit c6 &'y cAm 1én mot céi 1o nhd xiu.
Co 2y qua c6 hoi giat minh khi t6i di vao, va tdi nghi c6 &y 18y d6 trong
phong ba thi that 1a ky qudc, nhung sau d6, td't nhién roi, cé the'la cai gi do
cd &y da cho ba mwon? Co6 &y chi néi: ‘Pay la cdi toi dang tim..." roi di
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ra.

Christine ndi gan nhw théu thao: “Thudc ngu cia t6i.”

Biéc si hoi that coc cin:

“Lam sao c6 bé bi€t c6 thudc ay?”

Christine dap: “To6i da cho n6 udng mot vién. Bém sau khi chuyén 8y xdy
ra. N6 néi vai t6i 1a khong ngd dwore. N6 - téi nhé 1a né hdi: ‘Mot vién ¢
da khong,’ toi trd 1o 12 dd, thudc ning 14m, khong dwoc udng qud hai
vién.”

Neasden gat dau. “Co6 bé da udng sau vién cho chic.”

Christine la1 sut sit.”

“Chua o, tdi cam thay la 16i tai toi. L& ra toi nén ci't thudc di.”

Béc si nhidn vai. “C6 thé nhw th& 1a khon ngoan, cd Redfern a.”

Christine Redern néi trong tuyét vong:

“NO - n6 dang hap hoi - ddy 12 16i tai t6i.”

Cua nguoi trén gh€’, Kenneth Marshall noi:

“C0 khong phai ty trach minh. Linda bi€t né lam gi. N6 da ¢4 tinh udng
thu6c. Co I€... ¢6 1€ nhu the'1a t6t nha't.”

Marshall ngé xudng 14 thw nhau nho trén tay - 14 thw Poirot vira lealng ldng
trao cho.



Rosamund Darnley kéu Ién:

“T6i khong tin. Toi khong tin Linda giét c¢d ta. Chic chdn khong thé nao
nhuw th€ - dya theo chirng cir.”

Christine ham hé néi: “Phai, né khong the nao lam viéc dé ma. Chac 1a n6
nghi quan, twedng twong ra moi thi.”

Ctra m¢ ra va dai td Weston di vao.
“Ta’t ca nhirng gi tdi dang nghe day 1a gi thé”?” dng hoi.

Bic si Neasden 14y 14 thw trén tay Marshall trao cho canh sét treéng. Ong
nay doc thu roi kéu lén:

“Cai gi chir? Nhung chuyén nay that vo van - cyc ky vor van! Khong theé
nao nhw th€.” Ong qua quyét lap lai, “Khdng th€ nao! C6 phai thé”khong,
Poirot?”

L'an d4u tién Hercule Poirot 1én ti€ng. Ong cham rai dap véi giong budn
rau:

“Khdng, toi e ring khong phai 1 khong the.”

Christine Redfern néi: “Nhwng tdi da & véi né ma, 6ng Poirot. Pa & v&i nd
d&n muoi hai gio kém muwoi 1ldm co' ma. T6i da khai voi canh sat nhw the.”

“Loi khai cta ¢ da cho con bé chirng cir ngoai pham - phai. Nhwng chirng
clr ctia ¢d can ctr vao cdi gi? Can clr vao dong ho deo trén tay Linda. C6
khong tw minh biét dw¢rc lic roi khdi con bé 1a mwoi hai gio kém muoi
lam - chi bi€t 1a con bé da néi nhw vay. Chinh c6 da néi thoi gian dwong
nhuw tr61 di rd't nhanh.”

C0 kinh ngac nhin 6ng chong choc.

Ong néi ti&p: “Nao, suy nghi di, thra cd! Khi roi khoi bii bién, c6 da di bd
v€ khdach san nhanh hay cham vay?”



0i - &, chéc la khd cham.

“T hac 1a kha chdm.”

“C0 con nho nhiéu veé I'an di b tré vé d6 khong?”

“Khong nhiéu 1im, toi e 1a nhw the. T6i - tdi d3 mai mé suy nghi.”

“Rat ti€c phai hoi ¢6 cau nay, nhwng xin cd cho bi€t dich xac da nghi gi
sudt thoi gian di bo d6?”

Christine do mat: “To61 cho rﬁng - liéu c6 can thiét... Tdi dd can nhic viéc -
roi khéi noi day. Chi bd di ma khong cho ch'ong t6i biét. Toi - toi da thay
ba't hanh lic &y, 6ng hiéu réi ma.”

Patrick Redfern kéu 1én:

“Qi, Christine oii! Anh biét... anh biét...”

Giong Poirot ngit ngang that ding ldc:

“N6i chinh xac ¢6 di lo au vé viéc ti€n hanh mot bwde c¢6 tam quan trong
nao d6. Phai néi 1a ba di€c va mu d6i v&i nhirng chuyén xdy ra xung quanh
minh. C6 the€ ba da di ra't chdm va thinh thoang dwng lai vai phit trong lic
suy nghi.”

Christine gat dau.

“Ong gidi qua! Ping nhw the’ d&y. Tdi di ¢ nhw mo’ vé d&n khéch san, roi
ma&i voi di vao, ¢ tedng da qua mudn r'oi, nhung khi nhin ddong hd trong
sanh thi th’y con ra't nhiéu thoi gian.”

Hercule Poirot 1ai néi: “Chinh xac.”

Ong quay sang Marshall:

“T6i phai td lai cho 6ng rd mdt s vat toi da tim tha’y trong phong con gai
ong sau khi xay ra 4n mang. Trong 10 swdi c6 mot cuc sap nong chay that

to, mot s téc bi chdy, nhirng manh bia cirng va gid'y, mot dinh ghim
thwong van ding trong nha. Gid'y va bia ctrng d6 c6 th€ khong lién quan,



nhwng ba moén con lai c6 go1 ¥ d6 - nha't 1a khi t61 tim thd’y gid'u ky trong
ké sdch mot cudn muon tw thw vién & ddy - lién quan t&i phép phu thay va
ma thuit. RAt dé dang mé ra & mot trang nha't dinh. Trén trang sdch d6 mo
td nhiéu phwong phdp gy ra cdi chét khdc nhau bang cdch nin sép thanh
mot hinh nguwoi thé than cho nan nhan. Céi nay sau d6 dwoc nung 1é€n tw tw
cho t&i khi tan chay hét - hoidc bing cich khac 14 didm dinh ghim vio tim
teong sap. Cai chét cua nan nhan s€ xay ra sau d6. V€ sau téi dwgc nghe co
Redfern k& lai buoi sang hom ay Linda da ra ngoai s&m, mua mot géi nén
va hinh nhw bdi r§i khi mén @6 d6 bi phat hién. Tdi biét chic chin chuyén
gl dd xay ra sau d6. Linda da lam mot cai twong thd so bing sdp nén - ¢6
kha nang da td di€m né bang modt mé téc dd cha Arlena cét ra bing kéo d&
lam cho ma thuit c6 hi¢u lyc - sau d6 da dam dinh ghim vao tim né va cudi
ciing 1am hinh twong d6 tan chay hét bing cich d6t nhitng manh bia ciing
bén dwdi.”

Ong néi ti&p: “That 1a tho thién, tré con, mé tin nhwng lai tiét 16 mot diéu:
mong woc gi€t nguoi. Cé kha nang nao con hon mét niém mong wde hay
khong? Cé thé nao Linda da that sy gi€t me ke ciia minh hay khong?

“M@&i thoat nhin thi hinh nhw con bé ¢ chirng ¢ ngoai pham hoan héo -
nhwng trén thye t& nhw t6i vira chi rd, chirng ctr vE thoi gian do chinh
Linda cung cip. Con bé c6 th€ dé dang khai bdo thoi gian tré hon thyc t&
muoi 1am phidt. Hoan toan ¢6 kha nang ngay sau khi c¢d Redfern roi khoi
bai bién, con bé 1ién theo sau ba di 1én r'oi sau d6 bang qua dai da't hep toi
chd cdi thang, vdi vang leo xudng gip me k& & d6, si€t co ba ta roi leo tréd
1én cdi thang tredc khi chi€c thuyén chd ¢6 Brewster va Patrick xua't hién
trong tAm mét. Lic d6 con bé c6 th€ quay vé Viing Hai Au tim bién roi
ung dung tr¢ vé khéach san.

“Nhung diéu d6 dwa toi hai van dé: Con bé phai bi€t ro Arlena Marshall
dang & Viing Tién va phai c6 stec khoé d€ c6 the 1am viée d6. A, chuyén
dau tién hoan toan c6 kha nang xdy ra - né€u nhw Linda Marshall vi€t mot 14
thir ngén cho Arlena mao danh mot ngudi nao khac. Con vé van dé thit hai
thi Linda c6 hai ban tay ra't to I&n manh mé. To 1on nhw tay dan 6ng vay.
Con vé th€ cha't thi cd bé dang & lira tudi tAm than ¢6 khuynh hwdng bi mat
thing bang. BAn loan tim thah thwong kém theo d6 mot sitc manh ba't binh



thwong. Con ¢6 mot di€m nhd niva: qua that me Linda da ting bi cdo budc
va xét XUt Vi toi gidt ngudi.”

Kenneth Marshall ngang dau 1€n, néi that hung han: “Co 8y cling da dwoc
tha bong r'6i kia ma.”
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“Ba &y da dwgc tha bong,” Poirot d6ng .

“Va toi xin cho 6ng bi€t di€u nay, 6ng Poirot a. Ruth - v t61 - v tdi1. Bi€u
Ay t6i biét hoan toan va tuyét d&i chic chin. Trong cudc sdng than mat clia
v chdng t6i, toi khong the nao bi Itra d6i. Co &y 1a mot nan nhan vo tdi
cta hoan canh.” Pai dy tam dwng. “Va t6i khong tin Linda da giét Arlena.
That nyc cwoi - vo 1y!”

“Vay 6ng co tin 1a thw nay la gia mao hay khong?”

Marshall chia tay ra don 18y 14 thw va dai ta dwa n6 cho anh. Pai iy cham
chii doc k¥ roi 1ac dau.

“Khong,” anh ta néi mot cach mién cwdng. “Tdi tin Linda qua da viét birc
thw nay.”

Poirot néi ti€p: “Vay n€u nhu con bé da viet thw thi chi c6 hai cach giai
thich: hodc ¢6 &y vi€t n6 v&i ta't ca niém tin vi bi€t minh 1a ké sat nhén,
hodc 12 - hodc ¢6 the& néi 12 - ¢d bé da cd tinh viét the d€ che chin cho mot
ngwoi nao khac - ké nao d6 ma co bé s¢ s€ bi tinh nghi.”

“Ong mudn néi 12 t6i a?”” Kenneth Marshall hoi.

“Co6 th€ nhw vay, khong phai sao?”

Marshall suy xét mét lic kha 1au r'6i than nhién néi: “Khong, t6i nghi y
ki€n &y that v ly. Ban dau Linda c6 theé' nhan tha’y t6i bi xem la nghi can.
Nhwng né biét ro dé€n bay gio’ chuyén 'y da xong xudi, canh sat da chap
nhan chirng cit ngoai pham cta tdi va chuyén hwdng chi y sang chd khac.”



“Nhung gia st c6 bé bi€t rdo 6ng c6 toi chir khong phai 1a nghi 6ng bi tinh
nghi thi sao.”

Ng6 6ng lom lom, Marshall cweoi khay: “That vo 1y.”

“T6i thic méic 1dm. C6 ra't nhiéu gia thuyét vé cdi chét cia co Arlena
Marshall. C6 gia thuyét cho 1a c¢6 &y bi tdng tién, sing hom &y da di gap ké
tong tién va bi ké tong tién Ay sat hai. C6 gia thuyét cho la Viing Tién va
Pong Tién dwoc dung lam no't mua ban ma tiy, va co 8y da bi gi€t vi tinh
co’ biét dwge diéu gi d6. C6 mot kha nang thir ba - ¢6 &y da bi mot 6ng
thay tu dién khiing giét chét. Va c6 mdt kha niing thit tw - 6ng chic mam s&
ki€m dworc rat nhiéu tién nho cdi chét cia vo 6ng.”

“T6i vira n6i voi 6ng...”
“Phai, phai - t6i dong y khong c¢6 kha nang 6ng gi€t vo' minh - n€u nhw 6ng
hanh dong mot minh. Nhwng gia st ai d6 da gilip 6ng thi sao nhi.”
“Ong mudn ndi cai quai quy gi the?”
y

Ngwoi dan 6ng diém tinh cudi cing da ndi gian. Marshall hoi nhom day
khdi cdi gh¢’. Giong anh ta c6 vé de doa. Anh mét nghiém khéc c¢6 vé gian
dir.

Poirot dap:

“T6i mudn néi dady khong phai modt 4n mang do mot ngwoi gdy ra. Hai
ngwoi da tham gia vu nay. Pung la 6ng khdng the vira danh may 14 thw d6
vira di t&i cdi vinh nhd - nhung hin c6 dd thdi gian d€ dng viet voi 14 thw
d6 bang t&c ky - d€ cho mdt ngudi nao khac danh may trong phong khi 6ng
vang mit d€lo viéce giét ngudi, chi 1a viéc vit vdi dng.”

Nhin vé phia Rosamund Darnley, Hercule Poirot néi ti€p:
“Co6 Darnley khai d2 r&i khdi Ganh Ning ldc muwrdi mot gior mwdi phiit va

thd’y 6ng dang danh may trong phong, nhung gan nhw ngay luc d6 6ng
Gardener di 1én khach san d€'18y cudn len cho vo. Ong &'y khdong h€é gédp co



Darnley hay trong thdy c6. Di€u d6 ciing ddng Iwu y. C6 vé nhw cd Darnley
khong hé rdi khdi Ganh Néng, hodc nguoc lai ¢d &y da roi khodi d6 sém
hon rdt nhi€u va vao phong 6ng danh may that siéng nang. Mot di€ém khac
ntra, 6ng khai khi c6 Darnley ghé vao phong 6ng lic mwoi mét gio mwoi
lam, 6ng da nhin thay c¢6 &y trong gwong. Nhung vao ngay xay ra 4n mang
cai mdy danh chtr va xap gid’y déu d€ trén ban vi€t trong géc phong bén
kia, trong khi cdi gwong lai & gitra hai ctra s6. Nhw vay loi khai @6 1a c6'y
no6i d6i. V€ sau 0ng da doii may danh chir sang cdi ban bén duoi cai guwong
d€ chirng minh cho cau chuyén clia minh - nhung da qua tré. Toi da biét o
ca ong 14n cd Darnley déu néi doi.”

Rosamund Darnley I€n ti€ng, ha giong n6i nhwng that ro rang ranh mach:
“Ong that tai tinh, xdo quyét.”

Harcule Poirot ci't cao giong néi: “Nhung khong x4o quyét va ti tinh bang
ga dan Ong da gi€t chét Arlena Marshall! Xin hay nghi lai mot 14t di! Toi da
nghi 1a ai - moi ngwoi da nghi 1a ai - Arlena Marshall da di gép ai budi sang
hom d6? Ta't ca ching ta déu voi di d€n mot két luan. Patrick Redfern.
Khong phdi ¢6 8y di gdp mdt ga tong ti€n dau. Chi nét mat cua cd Ay thoi
ciing da cho to1 bi€t diéu d6. Khong dau, c6 2y di gap tinh nhan - hay
twdng minh sé gap.

“Phai, diéu d6 t6i dd hoan toan chic chin. Arlena Marshall di gip Patrick
Redfern. Nhwng mdt phiit sau Patrick xua't hié€n trén bai bi€n va hi€n nhién
dang tim ki€m ba ta. Vay chuyén d6 1a sao?”

Patrick Redfern c& dan con tirc gian:

“Thang quy nao di’y da mao danh t6i.”

Poirot n6i: “Rat hien nhién 6ng da bwc bdi va ngac nhién vi cd 'y khong
dén. Hau nhw qua hién nhién, ¢ 1€ vay. Theo gia thuyét cia toi, ong

Redfern a, cd &y da t&i Viing Tién d€ gap 6ng, va c6 8y qua da gap o6ng, va
ong gi€t c6 &y & d6 nhw da dy tinh.”



Patrick Redfern nhin chdm chip, cit cao cha't giong Ireland khoi hai ciia
minh:

“Co6 phai 6ng ma't tri roi hay khong? Toi da & voi 6ng trén bai bién cho dén
khi ché¢o thuyén quanh dao ciing v&i ¢6 Brewster va phat hién vo toi chét
kia ma.”

“Ong di giét ba ta sau khi cd Brewster chéo thuyén di goi canh sit. Arlena
Marshall chwa chét lic 6ng 1én bai bién. C6 &'y dang an nap cho t&¢i khi bo
bién c6 the ving béng ngudi.”

“Nhwng con cai xac! C6 Brewster va toi déu trong thay cdi x4c kia ma.”

“MOot cdi xac - phai. Nhwng khong phai mot xac chét. Than theé sdng cua
ngwoi dan ba da gitp 6ng, hai canh tay va hai chan dwgc bdi thudc cho
mau da rdm ndng, khudén mit dwoc mot cdi nén bang bia cirng mau xanh 14
cay che di. Christine, v¢r 6ng - hay ¢6 th€ khong phdi 1a vor 6ng - nhung van
la d6ng pham, giip 6ng pham tdi gi€t ngwoi trong vu an nay nhw tirng gidup
Ong pham tdi giét ngwoi trong qua khir khi phat hién céi xac cua Alice
Corrigan it nha't hai mwoi phit trede khi Alice Corrigan chét - bi 6ng
ch'dong Edward Corrigan gi€t chét - 1a ong do!”

Christine 1&n tiéng, giong cd ta gay git - lanh lung:
“Hay can than, Patrick, drng mat binh tinh!”

Poirot néi: “Ong sé& thich thd khi nghe néi ca 6ng 14n Christine - vor 6ng déu
dwoc canh sat Surrey dé dang nhan dién va chon loc ra tir nhém nguoi
dwoc chup hinh & diy: Ho nhan dang ngay 14p tirc ca hai ngwoi la Edward
Corrigan va Christine Deverill, ngwoi phu niv da phat hién cai xac.”

Patrick Redfern da dirng day. Khuén mat dep trai ciia ga bi€n dang, ngap
tran mot mau mau, mu quang vi gidn dw. D6 1a khuén mat cia mét ké gi€t
ngwoi - cia mdt con cop.

Ga hét 1én: “D'6 sdu bo nhod bé chét tiét hay can thiép vao chuyén nguoi
khéc!”



Gi lao t&i tredre, nhitng ngén tay cong nhw vud't, miéng gao thét chiri ria
trong lic ban tay si€t co hong Hercule Poirot...



13
V&i vé tram ngam Poirot gidi thich:

“M04t buoi sang khi dang ng'di & ngoai nay ching ta da ban v€ nhirng than
x4c r4m ning dang nam nhw nhitng stc thit trén mdt phieh d4 mdng, chinh
ldc d6 t6i da nghi ra't kho phan biét gitra than xdc nay v&i than xac no. Néu
nhin that gan va c¢6 nhan xét danh gid ky thi ¢6 khac - nhwng chi tinh co
li€c so’ qua thi sao? Nhirng phu nt tré c6 than hinh can d6i déu ra't gidng
nhau. Cip chan mau niu, hai c4nh tay mau nau, mdt manh 4o tim nhd &
gitra - chi 12 mot than x4dc dang ndm phoi ning. Khi mot ngwdi dan ba budc
di, khi ba ta cwoi néi, quay dau, cir dong hai ban tay - lic d6, chinh ngay
ldc d@6 bidu 19 c4 tinh - dic di€m cta cd nhan. Nhung khi cling ndm phoi
ning thi - khong hé c6 c4 tinh.

“Ngay hom &y ching ta da néi veé tdi ac - cai ac dwdi dnh mat troi nhw cha
Lane da néu 1én. Cha Lane 1a m6t ngwoi rad't nhay cam - cdi ac tic dong 1én
Ong - 6ng nhan bi€t sy c6 mat clia cai ac - nhirng mac du nhan biét ra't tai
tinh nhwng that ra 6ng khong biét dich xac né dang & dau. Bdi v&i Ong céi
ac tap tring vao con ngwoi cda Arlena Marshall, va hau hét moi nguoi ¢
mat déu dong y v&i Ong.

“Nhung theo y to1, tuy céi 4c dang c6 mat nhwng hoan toan khong tap trung
vao Arlena Marshall. N6 c6 lién quan t&i ¢6 ta, phéi, nhwng theo mot cach
hoan toan khéac. T61 thdy ¢ ta [an dau ti€n, [an cudi cung va an nao cling
vay déu 12 mot nan nhan tién dinh va vinh vién. Vi c6 ta xinh dep, vi co ta
c6 strc quyén rii mé hon, vi dan dng déu quay dau lai ngdm c6 ta nén moi
ngwoi déu cho ¢ ta 1a hang dan ba hdy hoai cudc song, phd hoai linh h'on
ngwoi khac. Nhieng t6i lai thay ¢6 ta theo mot cach ra't khac. Khdng phai cd
ta quy&n rii dan dng d&€n chét ma chinh 1a dan dng c6 stec hap din khién c6
ta mudn chét di dwoe. D6 1a hang dan ba ma dan 6ng dé dang quan tam
chim séc¢ nhung ciing khién ho dé dang nham chén.

“Va moi chuyén toi tirng nghe k€ hay phat hién ra vé ¢6 ta déu cing cd sy
x4c tin cua t6i vé van dé d6. Chuyén dau tién dwoe nhac tdi 1a ngwoi dan



Ong trong vu an ly dj vi lang nhang v&i ¢d ta r6t cude lai khdong cudi co ta.
Chinh ldc d6 mot ngwoi dan 6ng hao hiép la dai dy Marshall da buoc téi va
cau hon. Bdi voi mot typ dan 6ng kin ddo nhw dai iy Ay thi bi phan xét
tred'c cong ching 1a mot cwe hinh té hai nha't - vi anh ta yéu thwong va toi
nghi€p nguoi vor dau tién ting bi cdo bude va xét xir cong khai vi toi gi€t
ngwoi du khdng hé€ pham phai. Pai uy két hdon véi ba 'y va thdy minh da
danh gia hoan toan ding vé tinh cach va ban chat cta ba &y. Sau khi vo cii
qua doi, mot phu nix xinh dep khac bi dwa ra béu ri€u si nhuc tredc cong
luén, ¢4 1€ ¢6 gi d6 cung mot typ v&i me cda Linda (vi ¢6 bé cling ¢ mai
toc dd co 1€ thrra hwdng tir me). Pai dy mot Ian nira lai ra tay ciru vot.
Nhwng I'an nay th&y minh kho duy tri dwgrc long say mé. Arlena that ngu
xuan, chzatng xtng dang v&i sy thong cdm va bao boc cuia dai uy, hoan toan
vo tdm. Du1 vdy t6i nghi dai uy van ludn nhin nhan ding ding din veé co ta.
R4t 1au sau khi thoi khong con yéu thwong va thd’y khoé chiu vi sy ¢6 mat
cua co ta, dai uy van thwong hai Arlena. V&i dai uy, Arlena gidng nhrr mot
dira tré khong the€ ti€n xa hon, khong th€ nao 1at sang mot trang khac cda
doi minh.

“T61 thay trong Arlena mot niém dam mé dan ong, d6 la mi€ng mdi ngon
ma s& phan da danh tredec cho mét dang dan 6ng nao d6. Patrick Redfern
¢6 ngoai hinh banh bao, vé ung dung tw tin va stec quyén rd phu ntx. T6i da
nhan ra ngay ttrc khic loai ngwdi nay. Mot gi gian manh chuyén ki&€m sdng
nho dan ba bang cich nay hay cich khéac. Tt chd t6i ng'di trén bii bién nhin
xudng, toi da chic chin Arlena 12 nan nhén ctia Patrick, chtr khong phai
nguorc lai. Va toi da k€t noi sy tip trung cla céi 4c d6 vao Patrick Redfern
chir khong phai Arlena Marshall.

“Gén day Arlena dwgc thira hwdng mét s6” tién ra't Ion, do mét ngwoi i mo
cao tudi chwra kip chén c6 ta d€lai. C6 ta 12 hang dan ba van ludn bi dan
ong lwong gat 18y tién. CO Brewster tirng nhic d&h mot ga dan ong tré tudi
bi ba ta “dy d&”, nhung mot 14 thw ctia hin tim tha’y trong phong co ta, tuy
bay td wéc mudn (chaalng ton kém gi) dwoc phu 1€n cb ta ngoc nga chau
bau, nhung trén thyc t€ 1ai bdo cho bi€t da nhén dwoc tam séc cua cua ta,
nho' d6 hin hy vong thodt truy t§". Mot tredng hop rd rang vé mot ga trai
tré phung phi tién bac c¢6 dworc nho #n bam co ta. T6i hoan toan chic chin
Patrick Redfern da tha'y dé dang moi & c6 ta nhirng mén tién 1on d€y “dau



tw”. C6 th€'y da lam cho Arlena 16a mat véi chuyén ¢6 co hoi hét strc 1om
lao - y s€ lam cho cd ta tré nén giau cé va ca y ntra.

“Nhirng phu nir khong dworc bdo vé, song mdt minh dé dang tré thanh
mi&€ng m'6i ngon cho typ dan 6ng d6 - va y thwong trdn thoat binh an vo sy
voi cta cai cwdp dege. Tuy nhién néu ¢6 mot 6ng chdong, mot 6ng anh hay
mot nguoi cha quanh d6 thi sy viéc s€ ¢6 chiéu hwdng tré nén kho chiu d6i
voi ké Itra ddo. Mot khi dai dy Marshall phat hién tai san ctia vor bi hao hut,
c6 1€ Patrick Redfern sé bi dai uy xw 1y.

“Tuy nhién diéu d6 khdng 1am cho y lo 14ng vi y d4 hét strc than nhién tinh
chuyén gi€t quach co6 ta di khi xét th@y can thi€t - dwgrc khuyén khich vi da
trng thodt khdi mdt vu an mang - vu dn gi€t mot thi€u phu ma y da cudi
lam vor v&i cdi tén Corrigan va da thuy€t phuc vor mua bao hi€m nhéan tho
d€y dwgc thira hwdng mot s6” tién 1on.

“Ké& hoach clia y dwgre 4 dan ba khi xudng diy chuyén thanh vor y hd tror va
tiép tay, ké ma y that Iong gin b. Mot nguoi khong gidng typ nan nhan
cta y d&n mic khong twdng twong noi - diém tinh, tro’ trdo, v cdm nhwng
lai trung thanh v&i y trirde sau nhrr mdt va 13 mot nir dién vién c6 tai dién
xua't khong phai tAm thwong. Tw lic m&i t&i ddy Christine Redfern da dién
mdt vai, vai “cd vor bé nhd dang thwong” - méng manh y€u dudi, lac 16ng
bo vor va ¢6 tri thiee chir khong phai mot phu nir khde manh. Cir nghi t&i
viéc co ta dd 1am di! DE bj bdng da dudi 4nh ning v nwde da tring tréo vi
1& d6, bi chéng mit khi 6 trén cao - chuyén bi méc ket & trén néc nha tho
Milan, van van. M6t di€m nhan ching t6 sy mong manh yé€u dudi va manh
dé - gan nhv moi ngwoi déu goi 1a mdt “phu nit nhd bé”. Thit ra a cling cao
chaalng kén Arlena Marshall nhwng ban tay ban chan lai rat nhd nhén. Aty
nhén la cyu gido vién, va do d6 nhan manh an teong vé mot ngwoi ham
doc sdch va thi€u di long diing cdm cfia ngwoi ¢ th€ Iye sung man. Qua
that hoan toan ddng, a da lam viéc trong mdt trrong hoc, nhwng nhiém vu
cua a la co6 gido day the duc, va a 1a mot phu nw tré cye ky nang dong, c6
the tréo leo nhw meo va chay nhw van dong vién dién kinh.

“Chinh 4n mang cling dwoc 1én k& hoach va dinh thoi gian that hoan hao.
Nhuw t6i tieng dé cap trede day, dé 1a mot an mang khéo. Viéc &n dinh thoi



gian la mot cong trinh tuyé€t tac.

“Truedc hét c6 may man mé dau - mot man dién trén vach dd khi chiing
bi€t to1 dang ng6i trong hd'c k&' bén - mot cudc do1 thoai ghen tudng
thwong tinh clia ngwoi vor gitka & va ch'ong, vé sau a dong cling vai &y
trong mot man dién v&i téi. Con nhé lic d6 tdi ¢6 cdm gide mo h'd nhw da
doc ta't ca chuyén nay trong mot cuén sach. Cheamg c6 vé gi la c6 that ca.
Purong nhién vi d6 khong phai la sy that. R6i dé€n ngay xdy ra &n mang. D6
la mot ngay dep troi - mot diéu thiét yéu. Hanh dong dau tién ctia Redfern
12 1én ra ngoai ra’t s¢'m - biang cira ra ban-cong ma y di gai chdt lai tir bén
trong, vi néu bi phat hién ctra dang mé thi ngwoi ta nghi ding la ai d6 da ra
tdm bién sé'm. Bén dudi bo @' tim, y gidu mdt cdi nén xanh 14 ciy Trung
Hoa, giong hét cdi non Arlena van doi. Y 1én bing qua ddo, leo xudng céi
thang r'oi gidu kin né & mdt chd di wée hen dang sau mot tang da nao do.
Phian th nhat.

“Budi t&i hom trudc y da sip x&p mot cude hen hd véi Arlena. Ho ra't than
trong khi gdp nhau vi ¢6 ta hoi e s¢ chong. Co ta dong y di vong qua dao
toi Viing Tién that som. Khong c6 ai t6i d6 vao budi sang. Redfern sé t&i
gap cd ta & do6 khi c6 co hoi chu'on di that kin ddo. Néu ¢ ta nghe thdy
ti€ng ba't ctr ai leo xud'ng thang hay mdt chi€c thuyén hién ra trong tam
mét thi phai 1én vio trong cdi Pong Tién ma y di tiét 16 cho co ta biét, roi
cho trong d6 cho t¢i khi bo bién sach béng ngwoi. Phan thir nhi.

“Trong ldc d6 Christine di t&i phong Linda vao mot thoi di€m & xét thay co
bé hin da ra ngoai ngdm minh s¢'m. Khi d6 a s€ 1am thay d6i d6ng h'6 deo
tay cua Linda, van cho n6 chay nhanh hon hai mwoii phit. Pwong nhién c6
nguy co’ cd bé s€ d€'y tha'y dong h'd ctia minh chay sai, nhung chuyén dé
khdng quan trong 1dm. Ching cit ngoai pham x4c thyre ctia Christine & chd
hai ban tay 4 nhd nhin khong du strc Irc d&€ pham tdi giét ngudi. Du vay &
rd't ham mudn mdt chirng cr ngoai pham phu thém vao. Sau do trong
phong Linda, a d€'y thay cuén sach vé phép phu thuy va ma thuat mé ra &
mot trang nha't dinh. A d3 doc va khi co bé di vao, 1am rét g6i nén, 4 bi€t
nhirng gi dang & trong dau c¢6 bé. N6 ggi ra cho a mot s§' y twdng that hay.
Y twdng doc ddo cta cip toi pham d6 1a phai d'on ra't nhiéu tinh nghi hop



1y vao dai iy Marshall, vi vy m&i ¢6 chuyén cdi 6ng di€u bi 18y cap, mot
manh v& clia né dwore cam & Viing Tién bén dudi cai thang.

“Khi Linda quay v&, & d& dang sip dt viéc cung nhau ra ngoai va t&i Viing
Hai Au. Sau d6 a vé phong, 18y tir trong cdi va-li khéa k¥ ra mot chai pham
mau da rdm néng, bdi chan tay that k§ roi quing céi chai ra ngoai ctra s&,
suyt chiit nira rét tring ¢6 Emily Brewster dang tdm bién. Phan thit ba
thanh cong my man.

“Christine sau d6 méc vao bd 4o tam mau trang, phd bén ngoai cdi quan dai
thwrong mac trén bai bi€n va mot 4o khodc dai tay ling thiing che gidu that
to't hai canh tay va hai chan m&i bdi mau nau.

“Lic mwoi gior muwoi 1am Arlena khéi hanh toi di€m hen ho, chirng mét hai
phut sau Patrick di xudng va td vé ngac nhién, byc boi nay kia. Nhiém vu
ctia Christine kha dé dang. Gidu kj dong h'6 deo tay ctia minh, lic mwdi
mot gio’ hai mwoi 1dm & lai hdi Linda ldc d6 1a may gior. C6 bé coi d6ng h'o
deo tay va trd 1o 12 muoi hai gior kém mudi 13m. R6i c6 bé xudng tim
bién, con Christine thi gom hét @6 vé. Ngay lic cd bé vira quay lung di, &
1ién cam chi€c d6ng h'6 ctia ¢6 bé - nha't thi€t phai cdi ra trede khi xudng
nuwdc - r'oi & chinh lai cho ding gio. Sau d6 4 hap tap di 1én 167 mon cha
vach d4, chay qua dai da't hep t&i dinh cdi thang, c&i bo bd d6 dang mac ra
va nhét chiing cling v&i @6 v& vao dang sau mot tdng d4 r'oi nhanh chéng
tréo xuéng thang cha khac mdt van dong vién dién kinh.

“Arlena dang & trén bai bién bén duwdi ty hoi sao 1au qud roi ma Patrick van
chwa t&di. Co ta tha’y hay nghe c6 ti€ng ai dang ¢ trén cai thang, than trong
quan sat va biwc minh khi tha’y ké giy phién phirc d6 - vo cta tinh nhan. Co6
ta vOi vang chay doc theo bai bién r'6i chui vao BDdng Tién.

“Christine 14’y céi nén tr chd ca't gidu, mot m toc quin gia mau do da
dwoc ghim vao bén dudi cdi nén & ding sau roi ty dit minh vao tw the nim
sOng soai v&i cdi nén va mo toc quan che kin khuén mat va cdi ¢6. Viéc dn
dinh thoi gian thit hoan hao. Chirng mot hai phiit sau chié€c thuyén ché
Patrick va c6 Brewster vong qua mdi dat t&i noi. Nén nh¢ chinh Patrick da
cli xudng xem xét cdi than xac &Yy. Patrick 1a ngwoi 1do ddo - bi s6¢ - suy



sup tinh than vi cdi chét cia nhan tinh! Nhan chitng cia hin da dwoc lya
chon can than. Co Brewster c6 cai dau khong dwoc tot, s€ khong cd leo 1€n
cai thang. Co &y s€ cheo thuyén roi khoi vinh nhd, 1€ dwong nhién y la
ngwoi & lai v&i cdi xdc - “dé phong treong hop ké sdt nhan van con lang
vang quanh d6”. C6 Brewster ch¢o thuyén di goi canh sat. Ngay khi chi€c
thuyén vira khud't dang, Christine 1ién bat day, cdt cdi nén thanh nhiéu
manh nhd bang ciy kéo da can than dem theo, r'di 4 nhét hét vao trong 4o
tdm v tréo 1én thang nhanh hon gap d6i, mic voi vao bo d'6 di bai bién va
chay vé khdch san. Pt thoi gian d€ tim trong b'on, riva sach hét thudc boi
mau nau ram néng ro1 mac vao do danh quan vort. A con lam mot viéc
khdc. A d6t nhitng manh nhd cia cdi nén bing bia cirng mau xanh 14 cdy va
mo toc trong 10 swdi cia Linda, thém vao mot to lich d€ cho né ¢c6 the'lién
k&t vori m@ bia cirng. Khong phai mot cai nén ma mot cudn lich da bi d6t
chdy. Bing nhw & da nghi ngo, Linda da thir 1am ma thuat — sap nén va
ghim gam cho thay di€u do.

“Sau d6 & xudng san quan vot, toi sau cing nhung khéng d€'16 da'u hiéu
r01 loan hay voi vang nao.

“Va trong khi d6 Patrick di t&i cai ddng. Arlena khong nhin thay gi va nghe
tha’y r’t it — mot chi€c thuyén — nhirng giong néi. Co ta van dang than
trong 1an tro6n. Nhwng Iic ba’y gio chinh Patrick dang ca't ti€ng goi: ‘Khong
c6 ai khac nwra roi, em yéu a.’

“Thé 12 cb ta di ra va bj hai ban tay hén siét chit quanh cd - va d6 két cuc
cua Arlena Marshall xinh dep, ngéc ngh&ch dang thwong...”

Giong ong tét lim di.

C6 mdt khodnh khic im ling, roi Rosamund khé riing minh néi: “Vang,
ong vtra cho moi ngwoi hi€u ré6 moi chuyén. Nhung dé 1a chuyén ti phia
bén kia. Ong van chwra cho chiing t6i 16 1am th& nao Ong biét dworc sw that
a?’?

Hercule Poirot dép:



“C6 I'an t6i tirng cho quy vi bi€t minh ¢6 mo6t dau 6¢ ra't don gian. Lic nao
cling vay, ngay t dau t6i nhan dinh ké cd nhiéu khd ndng nhat 1a ké da giét
Arlena Marshall. Va ké cé nhiéu kha nang nha't d6 la Patrick Redfern. Y la
typ ngwoii, par excellence - typ dan 6ng bée 10t nhitng phu nir nhw ¢ ta - va
12 typ sdt thi - loai dan dng van thwong 147y di hét tiém danh dum dwoc cia
mot ngudi dan ba va hon thé nira con cit c& ba ta. Arlena da di giip ai sang
hém d6? Tw nhirng gi thay trén gwong mat ¢6 ta, nu cwoi, thai do, 1o 1€ ndi
voi toi - ké d6 1a Patrick Redfern. Va do d6 theo 1€ ra't dwong nhién cta sy
viéc, hén y da giét ¢o ta.

“Nhung ngay 14p tirc nhw t6i da néi, téi dung phai mot diéu ba't kha. Patrick
Refern Y khong th€ gi€t c¢6 ta vi & trén bai bi€n va ciing di v&i c6 Brewster
cho t&i khi that sy phat hién cdi xdc. Vi vay t6i da tim ki€m cac dap an khac
va c6 ra't nhiéu. Arlena Marshall c6 kha nang bi chdng giét - voi sw dong
16a ctia c6 Darnley. (Piéu dang nghi 1a ca hai ngwoi cung néi doi tdi vé mot
str viéc). Co ta c6 kha ning bi giét do tinh co’ biét dwgc bi mat vé budn 1au
ma tuy. Nhw toi da néi, cd ta c6 kha nang bi mot thay tu dién khuing giét.
Tham chi 1a ¢6 kha nang bi con riéng cua chong gi€t. Kha ning nay c6 lic
dwong nhw 1a dap an dich thyc. Théi d6 cua Linda trong cudc tham van
ngay tir dau cta canh sat that rd rang. Trong cudc tham van voi toi, cd bé
khiéh toi tin chic mot diéu. Linda tw cho minh 12 k& ¢6 ti.”

“Ong mudn ndi nd twedng minh that sy da gi€t chét Arlena a?”” Rosamund
c6 vé khong tin noi.

“Phai. Nén nhd - cd bé van chi 12 mot dira tré. Co bé da doc cudn sach vé
phép phu thiy d6 va gan nhuw tin twdng. C6 bé cam ghét me k& nén cd tinh
nin con biip bé bing sdp, doc than chi, dim thiing tim né, d6t cho né tan
chay ra hét - va ngay ngay hém dé Arlena chét. Nhirng ngwoi 1o tudi hon,
khén ngoan hon Linda con nhiét thanh tin vao ma thuat nwra 1a. L€ dwong
nhién c6 bé tin ta't cad déu ding - nho’ dung ma thuét, cd bé da gié€t chét me
k& cua minh.”

Rosamund kéu 1én:



“Oi, t6i nghiép con bé, toi nghiép con bé! T6i clr tedng - tdi - twdng twong
ra - diéu gi d6 hoan toan khéc - né biét diéu gi d6 sé...” cd dwng lai.

“T6i biét cd tweong gi roi,” Poirot ndi. “Qua that thai dd ctia cd da l1am cho
Linda khi€p s¢r hon ntra. C6 bé tin hanh dong ctia minh da gay ra cdi chét
cua Arlena va c6 da bi€t dwoc. Christine Redfern ciing tic dong dén cd bé,
nh'6i nhét vao dau c6 bé y twedng vé nhirng vién thudc ngad, chi cho cach
dén t0i that nhanh chong va khdng hé dau don. Co hi€u roi chir, mot khi
dai dy Marshall da duoc chirng td ¢6 chirng cr ngoai pham, thi ¢can mét
nghi can m&i, chuyén d6 cé y nghia s6ng con v&i ching. Hai vgr chong &
déu khong bi€t gi vé viéc budn 1au ma tdy. Ching dinh d€ Linda th&” mang
cho chung.”

“PD'6 4c quy!” Rosamund ndi.
Poirot gat dau.

“Phai, cd néi ding. Mot a dan ba mau lanh tan doc. Toi da gip trd ngai 1om.
Phai chang Linda chi ¢6 tdi c& lam phép phu thuy tré con hay da d€ cho
mo1 thu ghét dwa co bé di xa hon - d&€n hanh dong thyc sy? To61 ¢6 lam cho
cd bé ty thd v&i t6i. Nhwng chi udng cdng vo ich. Lic d6 téi 1am vao mot
tinh trang cyc ky khong chic chdn. Canh sit tredng c6 chiéu hudng chap
nhan cach giai thich lién quan d&n buodn 14u ma tdy. Tdi khong danh cho
qua nhw vay. Toi duyét lai cac sy kién that ky lwong. Toi da cé mot dong
cac manh ghép, nhirng chuyén xay ra mét cach riéng 1é - nhirng s kién rd
rét. Toan bd phai 14p vao vira khit thanh mot hoa viin hoan chinh va hai hoa.
C6 mot cay kéo tim thay trén bai bién - mdt cdi chai quang ra tir mot ctra sO
- chuyén tim trong bon khdng ai chju thira nhan - tdt cd ty than ching déu
l1a nhtrng chuyén xay d&€n hoan toan v6 hai nhwng lai c6 mét y nghia do viéc
khong ai chiu thtra nhan ching. Do d6 ching phai 1a nhirng chuyén cé y
nghia quan trong. Ching ching c6 gi &n khép v&i gia thuy@t la dai dy hay
cd con gdi, hodc 1a mot bang dang ma tiy phai chiu trach nhi€ém ca. Th&’
nhwng ching phai c¢6 ¥ nghia gi d6. T6i lai quay vé v&i dap an dau tién cia
minh - chinh Patrick Redfern da gi€t ngwoi. C6 diéu gi ing ho dap an d6
khong? C6, sw kién mot sd tién ra't 1on thi€u di trong tai khoan cia Arlena.
A1 da 12y s6 ti€én d6? Pwong nhién la Patrick Redfern. C6 ta 1a hang dan ba



dé bi mot gd dan dng tré tudi dep trai lwong gat - nhung hoan toan khong d&
cho minh bi t6ng tién dau. C6 ta phoi bay rudt gan rd rang qua mic, khong
gidi gite bi mat. Chuyén td'ng tién chwa bao gior thodng qua trong dau toi.
Va tuy vay da c6 cudc dam thoai bi nghe 1én dé6 - a, nhung ai nghe 1én
dwoe? Vo ctia Patrick. D6 1a cdu chuyén 4 bia ra - khong ¢6 ba't ctir chirng
ctr bén ngoai nao xac nhén. Sao lai bia ra chuyén d6 chir? Cau tra 101 dén
voi t0i nhw sé'm chop. D€ gidi thich viéc tién cua Arlena bi mat di!

“Patrick va Christine. Hai ké da cling tham gia vu nay. Christine khong c6
the’ Iyc d€ si€t co Arlena, tinh than ciing khong dwore manh mé. Khong,
chinh Patrick di ra tay - nhung lai khong th€ nao! Mdi mdt phit gidy cta y
déu dworc giai trinh mot cach rd rang cho tdi khi tim tha’y cai xac.

“Cai x4c - cai ter 8y khudy dong diéu gi d6 trong dau toi - nhirng than xac
ndm trén bai biéh - ta't ca déu gidng hét nhau. Patrick Redfern va cd Emily
Brewster da ti Viing Tién va thd’y mot than xac nim & d6. Mot than x4c -
gia st d6 khong phai la xac clia Arlena ma cia ngwoi nao khac thi sao?
Khuo6n mdt bi cdi nén Trung Hoa cyc to che mat roi.

“Nhwng chi ¢c6 mot xac chét - ctia Arlena. Vay c6 thé nao d6 la - mdt than
Xac con song - ai d6 da gia chét? C6 th€ nao d6 chinh la Arlena - bj Patrick
xti giuc d€ choi diia gi d6? To6i di 1ac dau - khong, qua liéu linh. Mt than
xac con song - cta ai? Co a dan ba nao chiu glup cho Redfern hay khong?
Puwong nhién 1a - v y. Nhung a 1a nguoi da tréng co' ma. A phi roi,
nhung c6 the boi thudc cho mau da rdm ning tir nhitng céi chai - chai lo -
t6i dd c6 mot manh ghép ctia minh r'o6i. Phai, va dwong nhién sau d6 12 tim
trong b'on - d€ rira sach chd't nhudém mau biét k€ chuyén dé trwedc khi a ra
ngodi choi quan vot. Con ciy kéo? A, d€ cét ra tirng manh céi nén giong
hét bang bia cirng - mot vat cAm di ra't ba't tién phai b loai bd - va trong khi
hap tap cay kéo da bi bo lai - mdt vat ma cdp sat thu da bd quén.

“Nhung Arlena da & dau su6t thoi gian &y? Piéu do6 lai hoan toan rd rang.
Hoac 1a Rosamund Darnley hodc 1a Arlena Marshall da & trong Pong Tién,
th nede hoa ca hai thwong dung di cho toi biet diéu d6. Chic chin khong
phai Rosamund. Vay d6 l1a Arlena an nd’p cho t¢i khi bo’ bién khong con
nguoi.



“Khi cd6 Emily Brewster che¢o thuyén bé di, Patrick mot minh mot cdi va c6
day co hoi d€ pham tdi sat nhan. Arlena bi gi€t chét sau mwoi hai gio kém
muoi 1am, nhwng chieng ¢t phdp y chi quan tdm dén thoi di€m so'm nha't
ma mdt 4n mang c6 the xdy ra. Chuyén ¢ ta da chét lic mwoi hai gio’ kém
muoi 1ldam chi ndi cho bac si biét, chir y khong khai nhw vay véi canh sat.

“Con hai di€m ntra phai xac dinh. loi khai cia Linda Marshall da cho
Christine Redfern mét chirng cr ngoai pham. Nhung chirng ctr d6 tuy thudc
vao dong hd deo tay clia cd bé. Ta't ca nhirng gi can thiét 1a phai ching to &
c6 hai co hdi d&€ chinh ddng h'd d6. Tdi phat hién c6 hai co hoi that dé
dang. A d3 & mot minh trong phong cd bé sdang hom 4y - va c6 mot biang
ching gian ti€p. Nghe cd bé néi ¢6 “e 1a s€ bi mudn”, nhwng khi xuéng
dudi xem dong h'd trén twong thi chi m&i muwoi gior hai meei 1am. Co hoi
tht nhi that dé dang - 4 c6 th& chinh lai d6ng h'6 ngay liic Linda vira quay
leng xudng tim bién.

“Sau d6 c6 van dé cdi thang. A van ludn tuyén bd d4u 4 khong chju ndi do
cao. Lai mét 1oi n6i d6i dwoe chuan bi ky cang nira.

“Luc bd’y gio tdi da ¢ birc cia minh - ting manh ghép da duoe rap khit
khao vao ding chd thit 12 dep méit. Nhung that xui xéo toi chang c6 bing
ching r6 rang nao ca. T4t ca dé€u & trong dau toi.

“Ngay lic d6 t6i ndy ra mot y. Cé6 mdt diéu chic chin - s khéo 1éo bo tri.
Tbi chic chin trong twrong lai Patrick Redfern s& tdi pham toi 4c nay. Con
qua khtr thi sao? Rat ¢ theé c6 mot chit kha ndng day khong phai la vu giét
ngwoi dau tién cua y. Phrong phap siét ¢ dwoc st dung ra't hop véi ban
tinh cda y - mot ké gi€t ngwoi d€ dwoc vui thich ciing nhw d€ hwong lovi.
Né&u 1a mot ké d3 tirng giy 4n mang chéc chin y s& dung cting mot céch.
Toi da yéu cau thanh tra Colgate dwa cho t6i danh sach cac phu ntr 1a nan
nhan bj sié€t co. K&t qua khié€n long t6i tran ngdp ni€m vui. Cai chét cta
Nellie Parson dwoc phat hién bi si€t cO trong mot bai cdy nhd héo lanh ¢6
thé’ hoac khong c6 the€'la viéc lam cta y - ¢6 1€ chi don thuan goi y viéc y
lIya chon dia di€m thich hg’p d€ hanh s, nhwng trong céi chét cua Alice
Corrigan t61 da tim thd’y dich x4c diéu minh dang tim ki€m. V€ thuc chi't
cung mdt phwong phap. Choi tro tung hirng voi thoi gian - mdt 4n mang



khong xay ra, nhw thdong thwong, 1a trivoc khi né dwge cho 1a da xay ra, ma
thwe té xdy ra sau do. Mot cai xac dwgc phat hién lic bdn gio mwoi lam.
Mot ngwoi chdng c6 chirng cr ngoai pham cho d&n bon gior hai mwoi lam.

“Piéu gi da that sy xay ra? Nguoi ta néi Edward Corrigan da t&i quan Dinh
P6i Thong, thd'y vgr y khong ¢6 & d6 bén ra ngoai di lui di toi. That ra
dwong nhién y da chay hét tdc lyc t&i di€m hen & khu rieng nhd Caesar
(quy vi s€ nh¢ 1a & cling gan do6 thoi), gi€t vor r'oi quay trd vEé quan café.
Nguoi chay bo trong rirng di trinh bdo 1a ngwoi ¢6 tw cach khong thé ché,
la ¢6 gido day th€ duc & mot treong nir trung hoc noi ti€ng. B€ ngoai a
chaalng 6 lién quan gi v&i Edward Corrigan. A da phai 16i b6 mdt quang
dwong d€bdo an. Phap y chi kham nghiém t thi ldc sdu gio kém muoi
lam. Cling nhw trong vu 4an nay thoi gian t& vong dugc chdp nhan khéng c6
van d¢€ gi hét.

“T6i da kiem tra [an cudi cung. T6i phai bi€t that 1o rang li€u v’ Redfern
c6 néi ddi hay khdng? Tdi da sdp x&p cudc du ngoan nho nhd ctia chiing ta
1én viing cao Dartmoor. N€u ai d6 bi vang dau chéng mat khi 1€n cao s€
khong bao gio thodi mdi bing qua mot cAy cAu nhd hep bic ngang qua mot
dong nwdc chdy. Co Brewster dich thi 1a ngwoi phai chiu dung triéu ching
doé, da bi 1ao dao choang vang. Nhung Christine Redfern lai chflng hé quan
tam, cr chay bang biang qua cau chéng hé e ngai. P6 1a mot di€m nhd
nhwng két qua thye nghi€m da rd ranh ranh. N&u a da n6i mét lovi doi tra
khong can thiét, thi tdt ca déu c6 the'la néi doi. Trong thoi gian dé Colgate
da 18y vé tdm hinh dwoc canh sat Surrey nhan dang. Téi tdn dung co’ hoi
nay d€ lam theo cach duy nha't ma tdi nghi c6 kha nang thanh cong. Khi da
Itra phinh Patrick Redfern d€'y twdng da dwg'c ddm bao binh an vo si, toi
quay sang y va ¢6 lam hé&t strc minh d€ choc cho y khong con ty chd dwoc
nwra. Bi€t minh da bi nhan dang la Corrigan khi€n y hoan toan ma't binh
tinh.”

Hercule Poirot vira vudt ¢ hong vira nh¢ lai. Lam ra vé quan trong 6ng
noi: “Viéc tdi da lam vo cung nguy hi€m nhung t6i khong hoi ti€c. To6i da

thanh cong. Khong phai chiu dau mot cach vo ich.”

C6 mot khoanh khic im lang. R'6i ba Gardener thé dai thuwon thwot:



“Nay ong Poirot, vira r'oi that qua tuyét voi - duwoc nghe k€ that chinh xac
Ong da lam céch nao d€ dat dwoc k&t qua. Mdi mdt chi ti€t nhd déu khién
ngwoi ta say mé nhw mdt bai giang vé t6i pham hoc - trén thue t& dé ding
la mot bai giang veé toi pham hoc. Va ¢6 1€ nao cudn len mau do cuia toi va
cudc trd chuyén khi tim ning thit sy c6 lién quan gi d6 voi chuyen ay hay
sao? That sy khién t61 phan khich dén chang n6i nén 1o, va chic chéin ong
nha toi cling cam tha’y nhw th€, phai vy khong Odell?”

“Phai, em yéu a,” 6ng chong dap.
Hercule Poirot n6i: “Ong Gardener cliing c6 trg’ giup cho toi. T61 mudn

nghe y ki€n ctia mdt ngwoi hicu 1y 1€ vé ba Marshall. To6i da hoi 6ng &y
nghi gi vé co ta.”

“That thé"sao?” Ba vgr hoi. “Va anh da néi gi vé ¢6 ay, Odell?”

Ong Gardener ho mot tiéng r'oi dép:

N

“A, em yéu a, anh chwa bao gior nghi nhiéu lam vé ¢6 &y, em bi€t ma.”

“Pan 6ng ldc nao cling ndi céi ki€u &y v&i vor minh,” ba vg néi. “Va néu
c6 hoi, thi ngay ca dng Poirot ddy ciing c6 chit khoan dung véi ¢ ta, coi ¢6
ta 1a mot nan nhan ty nhi€n va chi thé” thoi. Tt nhién qua ding c6 ta 1a mot
phu nw hoan toan khong c6 van hoa, va bd&i dai iy Marshall khdng c6 & day
nén to1 chang ngai gi khi néi 12 v&i toi ¢o ta van ludn ¢ phan ndo ngu
ngd'c. T6i da néi nhw thé véi dng nha tdi, phai vay khong Odell?”

“Phai, em yéu a,” 6ng chdng dap.

Linda Marshall ng'di véi Hercule Poirot & Viing Hai Au. C6 néi: “Di nhién
chdu ra't vui mwng vi r6t khong bi chét. Nhwng 6ng Poirot a, cling thé” thoi,
c6 khac gi chau da gi€t ba ta, phdi khong a? Téi da ¢c6 y mudn thé’ ma.”
Poirot trd loi that dat khoat:

“Hoan toan khong giodng nhw nhau dau. Uéc mudn giét ngwoi va hanh vi
gi€t nguoi 1a hai chuyén khac nhau. Néu trong phong ngti cuia chau thay vi



mot hinh nhan nhd xfu bing sap ma 1a ngudi tréi me k&' bj tréi, khong ai
ctru gidp, réi cam trén tay mot con dao gam thay vi cai dinh ghim, han chéu
s€ khong dam né vao tim c6 ta dau! Trong long chiu hin s& ti€ng noi la
“Purng”. Cung y nhw vay voi toi. Toi tieng noi khiing véi mot g ngu ngd.
Tbdi néi, ‘Minh mudn da hin.” Thay vi 1am vay t6i lai d4 cdi ban. To6i néi,
‘C4i ban nay 12 thing d4n, minh d4 né vay d6.” Va sau d6 gid nhwe may
ngén chan t6i khong qua dau, t6i cdm tha’y kha hon nhiéu va cdi ban van
binh thuong khong bi hw hai gi. Va néu nhw gd dan c6 & d6, tdi hin s&
khong d4 g dau. Lam mdt hinh nhan bang sdp roi dim dinh ghim vao tim
né la ngdc nghé&ch, ding, that 1a tré con, ding vay - nhwng cling c6 ich do6.
Chau 187y thu ghét ra khoi ban than minh va bd né vao hinh nhan nho xiu
d6. Va véi cdi dinh ghim va Itva, chau da hdy hoai - khong phai me k& ctia
chdu ma chinh 12 ndi cdm ghét ma chdu teng 4 U trong long. Sau d6, ngay
ca trwede khi nghe tin ¢ ta chét, chdu da cam thdy dwoce tay sach, khong
phai vay sao - cam thdy nhe nhom - hanh phiic hon ch?”

Co bé gat dau. “Lam thé& nao ong lai bi€t dwoc a? Ping 1a chau da cam
tha’y nhw the.”

“Vay thi dung tw nhic lai v&i minh chuyén kho khao dé nira! Hay quyét
tam dwng thu ghét me k& k& ti€p ctia chau nhé!”

Linda strng sdt. “Ong nghi chau s€ ¢6 mot ba me k& khac hay sao? Oi, chau
hi€u r'6i, ong muén ndi la c6 Rosamund. Co Ay thi chau khong ngai dau a.”

Linda ngéan nge mdt lat r'oi noi, “Co Ay l1a ngwoi biét phdi trdi!

D6 khong phai 1a cum tw ban than Poirot chon d€ néi vé Rosamund
Darnley, nhung 6ng nhén tha’y dé 1a y d€ cao ca ngoi cua Linda.

Kenneth Marshall néi: “Rosamund, c6 phai trong dau em ting cé y nghi ky
qudi la anh da gi€t Arlena?”

Rosamund c6 vé hoi bén 1€n: “Em nghi minh ding la d6 ngu ngdc.”

“Di nhién la th&'ro61.”



“Véang, nhung Ken a, anh ding 1a cAm nhw hén &y. Em chwa bao gio biét
that ra anh da cam thay th& nao vé Arlena. Em khong bi€t c6 phai anh chap
nhén ¢ ta nhw thé” &y va chi to ra hét stee ti t&, hay 1a anh - a, ding 1a tin
teong cO ta mot cach mu quang. Va em da nghi n€u ding nhw thé" va dot
nhién anh phat hién ¢6 ta bd roi minh, ¢6 th€’ anh da noi dién. Em tirng nghe
k& nhi€u chuyén vé anh. Lic nao anh ciing ra't tram tinh nhung doi lic lai
lam cho ngwoi ta khi€p s¢.”

“Vi th&’em twdng anh da chdp 18y co hong va bép nghet cd 'y dé€n chét
hay sao?”

“A - ving - chinh xdc em da nghi th&". Vi lai chitng ¢ ngoai pham ctia anh
dwong nhw c6 chd hoi khie€m khuy&t mot chit. D6 1a ldc dot nhién em
quyé€t dinh phai gidp mot tay va bia ra cau chuyén ngu ng6c da ting trong
thd’y anh ddnh may trong phong. Va khi nghe néi anh khai da thd’y em ghé
vio - 4, diéu &'y khién em hoan toan chic chin anh d3 Iam ra chuyén d6.
biéu 4%y, va théi do ky quidc ctia Linda nwa.”

Kenneth Marshall thé dai.

“Em khong nhan ra anh khai trong thd’y em trong gwong la d€ ing ho cho
chuyén ciia em hay sao? Anh - anh twedng em céan diéu &y dwoce ching
minh.”

Rosamund ng6 anh lom lom.

“Anh khong c6 ¥ néi anh twedng em da gi€t vor anh d6 chix?”

Kenneth Marshall cya quay c6 vé khdng thoai méi. Anh [Am bam:

“Thoi bd di, Rosamund, em khong nhé c6 Tan dd suyt giet chét thing bé &y
vi con ch6 a? Pa nam co nd va chang chiu budng ra nhw thé nao hay sao?”

“Nhwng chuyén ay cach day da nhiéu nam roi ma anh.”

“Phai, anh biét.”



Co hdi that gay git:

“Anh nghi ¢6 ddng co kha di nao khi€n em phai gié€t Arlena ch?”
Marshall li¢c nhin di chd khéc, lai TAm bam gi do.

Rosamund kéu 1én:

“Ken, anh ty phu qua r'oi d6! Anh twdng em lam hanh dong vi tha la thay
anh giét chi ta, phai khong? Hay la - c¢6 phai anh twd'ng em gi€t chi ta vi
chinh em mu6n c6 anh?”

“Hoan toan khong phai the”,” Marshall dap. “Nhwng em biét hdm &y em da
néi gi - vé Linda va moi chuyén - va - va em ¢6 vé quan tam dé€n nhung gi
xdy dén v&i anh.”

“Em van ludn quan tam.”

“Anh tin em quan tdm. Em bi€t dd'y, Rosamund - anh thwong khong biét
noi chuyén - anh n6i chuyén khong dwgrc hay - nheng anh mudn lam ro
chuyén nay. Anh da khong quan tdm chdm soc Arlena - chi quan tam mot
chiit Iic ban d4u - va s6ng voi cd 'y hét ngay nay sang ngay khac 1a mot
vi€c kha cang théng. Trén thyc t& thi phai ndi la 1a dia nguc, nhwng anh da
hét strc tdi nghiép co6 ay. Co &'y dling la ngu ngdc - qua cu'dng dan ong -
khong kiém ché& ndi - va bon chiing van ludn bo roi ¢d 4y va doi xit véi ¢d
&y that t6i té. Pon gian chi 1a anh cdm thad’y minh khong th€ 1a ngwoi xua
dudi cd &y Ian cudi cting. Anh da két hon voi co &y va ¢ trach nhiém
cham s6c. Anh nghi c6 ay bi€t diéu &y va that sy bi€t on anh. Co &y la - 1a
ngwoi ra't dang thwong.”

Rosamund néi thét diju dang:
“Khong sao ca, Ken a. Bay gio’ em hi€u roi.”

Khong nhin ¢, Kenneth Marshall can than nh'6i thudc vao 6ng di€u. Anh
lam bam:



“Em - hi€u chuyén ciing kha gidi da’y, Rosamund a.”
Doi moi ¢6 hoi cong 1én hé nd mo6t nu cweoi mai mia:

“Anh s€ ngd loi cau hdn véi em bay gio’ chir Ken, hay da quyét dinh cho
thém sdu thang nwa?”

Ong di¢u tir trén moi Kenneth Marshall r&t xudng vo tan. Anh néi: “Chét
tiét. DA’y 1a d'ng di€u th nhi anh bj ma't & dwdi nay. Ma anh khong con cédi
nao khac. Lam th& qudi nao em lai bi€t anh an dinh sdu thang la thoi gian
thich hop ch?”

“Em nghi vi d6 1a thoi diém thich hgp ma. Nheng em van mudn ¢6 gi d6
dwoc xac dinh rd rang ngay bay gio’, xin anh dé! B&i vi trong ma’y thang &
gitra chung, nho dau anh gdp mot nir nghi can khac va lai xong t&i ctru
gidp theo ki€u cach hao hi€p ctia anh.”

Marshall bt cuori.
“L’an nay em s€ 1a nr nghi can &y, Rosamund. Em s€ bd viéc kinh doanh

may trang phuc phu nir chét ti€t ctia minh, r'oi chiing ta s€ vé s6ng & mién

A

que.

“Anh khong biét em ki€m dwore ra't nhiéu loi nhuén ti viéc kinh doanh Ay
hay sao? Anh khong nhén thd’y dé la cong viéc cia em - em da tao ra roi
phat trién no 1én, va em ty hao v€ n6 hay sao? Va anh da cuc ky tro’ trdo khi
vOi vang bao: ‘B hét di,em oi!’”

“Anh da cyc ky tro trdo khi néi the’, phai da’y!”

“Va anh nghi em quan tdm dén anh t&i mirc phai bd hét ca a?”

“Neéu khong lam the’,” Kenneth Marshal néi, “thi em chealng ich lgii gi voi
anh ca.”

Rosamund n6i that nhe nhang:



“Oi, anh o1, em trng mudn sdéng v&i anh & mién qué sudt ca doi minh.
Bay gio’ - diéu &Yy sé tré thanh hién thyc...”

&L

ANH MAT TROT

Trin Ha Kham dick
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